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> MONG- the: many worthy attempts that have 
been made to retrieve the piety and deyotion of 
the primitive times, the promoting frequent commu- 
nion has had no inconſiderable influence; and as this 
ancient practice recovers its true perfection, we may 
reaſonably expect, that the wonder ful effects of it will 
appear in the /rves and. conver/ation of Chriſtians. 
The duty itſelf ſeems at preſent much better un- 
derſtood than it was-formerly, when many very un- 
wary diſcourſes upon the ſubject rather diſcouraged 
than excited men to the performance of it. The pre- 
paration was looked upon as fo d:fficult and burden- 
ſome, and ſo great a perfection of piety required in the 
receivers, that all incere beginners in religion were in- 
clined to think, that the /acred. inſtitution nowiſe re- 
lated to them; and the men of bine, though other- 
wiſe very ſerious, were. of the opinion, that fo much 
more retirement was neceſfary than they could ſpare, . 
that, not being able to prepare themſelves according 
to ſuch ſchemes, they altogether laid afide the duty, 
and reſerved the holy communion for their viaticum in 
their laſt hours; which, though an admirable means 
to ſettle and ſecure the pardon and peace of ſuch pe- 


little avail thoſe. who have wilfully neglected it all 
along in life. „ : ; 
. Now . 


nitent ſouls as have frequented the altar in the tines 
of their health and vigour, yet, I am afraid, will but 
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Now if Chriſtians did but ſeriouſly conſider, that 


the beſt preparation for celebrating the bcly my/tertes 


eonſiſted in a conſtant care to govern their lives by * 
the precepts of the goſpel ; and that it was ſufficient 
if they approached the Lord's table with honeſt and 
devout minds, heartily and ſincerely reſolving to a- 
mend their lives, and truly willing and _defirous to 


uſe all means to become better; it is impoſſible, I ſay, 


if mens minds were poſſeſſed with this right notion of 
the matter, 'and that they really deſigned to be true 


to their Chriſtian profeſſions, but that they ſhould 
embrace all opportunities of receiving the holy. /acra- 


ment, and lament every reaſonable cauſe; of their ab- 
fence, as a great misfortune, becauſe it is the beſt 


means to enable them to diſcharge their duty. And 


indeed the religion we live by, is the religion we muſt 


receive by; though the method many men take upon 


theſe occaſions,” tempts one to believe, that they 


think there is a great difference between them. 


- For my part, I could never diſcover any duty, ſup- 
poſing one inſtructed in the nature of this holy action, 
that a man was obliged to before receiving the 5045 
communion, that was not his duty ſome time or other, 
though he forbore communicating. - For the-holy /a- 
crament does not ſo much oblige us to new duties, as: 
enable us to make good thoſe obligations which the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity has already laid upon us. 


They that are acquainted. pith_ ecelo/iſheal bifory, 


know very well, that the euchariſt, in the pureſt ages 
of the Church, made a part of their daily public ſer 
vice; and when the devotion of Chriſtians! began to 
decline, they yet always upon the Lord's day celebra- 


ted the Chriſtian ſacrifice. Our ſecond fer vice at the 
alian ſeems defective without a conformable practice to 


auliguigy in this point; and the holy exerciſes of the 


— 
. 


FREFACEKE  : 


Lord's day appear to want their due perfection with- 
out/theſe eucbariſtical devotions. To this purpoſe our 
Church has enconraged a conftant wee#/y communion, 
by permitting it to be celebrated where | 
three or four perſons are feady and will- Rubrick after 
ing to commune ate ; as being afſured by. <ommunion.. 
our Saviour, that where two or three | 
are gathered - together in his name, there he is himſelf 
in the midſt of them. And if the parochial miniſter. 
ſhould- begin with ſuch a {mall number, it is likely 
they would quickly encreaſe ; at leaſt it will demon- 
ſtrate his own zeal to /bhew forth the Lord's death, and 
may bring-a-bleſſing upon his pariſh, as well as upon 
the other /abovrs of his holy function. ED 
In order to quicken the eſtabliſhing of this primitive 
ſevotion, I cannot forbear ſuggeſting an ob/ervation 
made by ſeveral of the reverend clergy, who have been 
zealous in this matter, vs. That where communzons 
have been frequent, the number of the communicants 
hath /en/fibly incre gſed, which, I think, ought to be 
no ſmall encouragement to have the holy myſteries ce-- 
lebrated'in all parzſb churches every Lord's day; be- 
cauſe this ſhews a great diſpoſition in the /azty. to be 
brought to a ſenſe of their duty, and conſequently, 
muſt-animate the zeal of. their paſtors to give them 
ſuch frequent opportunities of commemorating the 
death and paſſion of our bleſſed Saviour. 
To this holy end and purpoſe, I have endeavoured, 
by proper: arguments, to preſs the duty of frequent 
communion upon the conſciences of men; for all thoſe 
motives that-perſuade us to communicate at all; ought. 
to prevail upon us to do it often; and it appears to me 
very plain, that no ſincere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe la w- 
fully hindered, can juſtify going out of the church 
when the Chriſtian ſacrifice is celebrated; nor is there 
E i 88 | any 
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any pretence of excyſe ſufficiently" valid for a man 
that is in earneſt with religion, to turn his back upon 
the holy table, when the heavenly banquet is there pre- 
ared. 1 1 
- I have no deſign to puſh thoſe forward that have 
pitched their tents in the quarters of the enemy ; be- 
cauſe, being under the power of evil habits, their re- 
ceiving, as well as their praying. muſt aggravate their 
crimes, and increaſe their condemnation ; they cannot 
partake of the fable of the Lord, and live and blaſ- 
pheme, as if they partook of the fable M devils. And 
it 18 in vaio'to perſuade ſuch people to be converted, in 
order to make themſelves fit to receive often; becauſe 
this motive will make little or no imprefion upon thoſe 
that are ſo deſtitute of faith and the love of God. But 
I hope all ſuch hone/t mind and candid readers, who 
have a juſt concern for the welfare of their ſouls, will 
_ conſider fo ſeriouſly the weight of thoſe anſwers that 
are given to the moſt plaufible objections againſt fre- 
guent communion, as to reform this neglect, if they 
have been hitherto guilty, en 
I have moreover ſet in its true light the great care 
our holy mother, the Church f England, has taken 
to prevent the profanation of the Lard's ſupper: And 
did our own members govern themſelves more exactly 
according to ſuch admirable rules, or did thoſe who 
differ from us more thoroughly weigh the excellency 
of them, we ſhould hear no more of thoſe objections 
they are wont to make againfl our d:/cip/ine in this 
point. 191 l RS Ml n 0 L TL LTP 53 
I have particularly: taken care to ſhew, that this 
Chriſtian inf{itution was ordained, not only to put us 
in mind of thoſe great bleſſings which our Saviour pur- 
chaſed for us by his death, (for w hat man, that reflects 
upon his Chriſtianity, can eaſily forget them?) but that 
SF 5 . | | , : e SO 1c 


3 


PREFACE. 5 


it was alſo eſtabliſhed as a ſacred rite to ſupplicate 


God the Father by the merits of our Saviour's paſhon, 
repreſenting to him the ſymbols of his body and blood, 
that thereby he may become favourable and propitious 
to us. This ſenſe of it is agreeable to the holy ſerip- 


F tures, as they were underſtood by thoſe who lived 
nigheſt to the times of the apoſtles, and has been evi- 
, dently proved ſo by the /earned, judicious," und prous 
; Mr Mede. i | | | 

- I muſt freely confeſs, that the ſum and ſubflance of 
1 the following treatiſe was printed in a catechetical form 
4 in the chapter of the Vigil in the Companion for the 
* Feſftivals and Faſts of the Church of England; but, in 
© IWR great deference to the concurring judgment of ſome 
t worthy divines and /aymen of my acquaintance, it now 
0 appears in another dreſs, with ſome enlargements, 
I} more eaſily to be purchaſed by all ſorts of people. 
ab They were ſo indulgent to the compoſition which they 
* deſired, as to think it might be ſerviceable to the 
7 intereſt of religion; an argument, which, I am willing 


to own, I was not able to reſiſt ; for I hope I ſhall be 


* always ready to ſuſtain the hoc of the ſevereſt worldly 
en cenſure, when the providence of God offers me a pro- 
ad bable opportunity of doing the leaſt good. „ 
ly I To make it more effectual to that end, I have add- 
ho ed upon this occaſion the devortronal part, which in? 
cy ſome meaſure owes its original to the ancient /urgies 


us of the Chriſtian Church, which I have carefully peru- 
his ſed, and have tranſplanted many a pious thought and 
> varm expreion from thoſe ſources into this private 
his Wcompolure. 135 3 . 
us I am very ſenſible this ſubject has exerciſed the pens 
ur- of many /earned and devout perſons ; and though I 
hink we abound too much with diſcourſes upon the 
argument of preparation, wherein the ſubſtance of 


practical 


u PREFACE. 


n 4 

- * 5 4 

— wt NN 
ag T — — — 
* ; een I om - 
$8, 2 ; 
— IT n FT 

2 


X ee IR 
% 22 TER 


in advancing them. 
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practical divinity is introduced, as if it was only ne- 
ceſſary at ſuch times; yet I am of the opinion we can- 
not exceed in multiplying books upon the devorional 
part; the tempers and apprehenſions of men being ſo 
different, that what does not affect one, may touch 
another; and, ſo that ſubſtantial piety and devotion are 
improving, too many inſirumenis cannot be employed 
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THAT COME TO LE CONE mukp. 


"> 
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By . ay of QuzsrI0n and ANSWER, | 


2 AT is confirthation? 62 
A. A ſolemn rite inſtituted by as 1992 
tles, wherein, the b;/5op, by laying on of hands, 
and by fervent prayer, and authoritative bene- 
diction, conveys to ſuch perſons, who, in the pre- 
{ence of God and the eongregation, ſincerely re- 
new their baptiſmal vow, a farther degree of 
God's grace and holy Spirit. 
Q. What is the end 8 75 Agen oF confirmation Þ 


A That baptized Chriſtians ſhould by their 


own deliberate choice, take upon themſelves that 


vow and promiſe, which was made in their 


names by their godfathers and godmothers, when 
they were admitted members of Chriſt's church; 
ſo that the confirmed perſon expreſsly conſents 
to the baptiſmal covenant, and before God and 
many witneſſes engages to perform his part of it. 

Q. At what age 1s confirmation to be adminii- 
flered? 

A. The church of England hath not deter- 
mined ay certain age, but requires it to be done 

K 3 Hh "uy 


| obſerving i | 


not the children had been reſponfible ; and the 


lay. their hands upon children baptized, and in- 


14 8 Of Confirmation. 


only to ſuch as are come to a competent age; 
which implies, that none ſhould be admitted, till 
they underſtand the nature of the baptiſmal vow, 
which they then renew, and till they are capa- 
ble of making a an and firm reſolution of 


Q. M Hat cuſtom was there among the Jews, 
which bore any reſemblance with confirmation 2 
A. The Jews were wont to bring 
Buxt. Syn. their children before the congrega- 
Jud. cap. vii. tion at thirteen years old, when 
| they had learned the law, and the 
explication thereof, and their daily prayers ; 
whereupon they were declared /ons of the pre- 
cept, and henceforth they were to anſwer for 
their own fins, for which, before, the fathers and 


rite ended with prayers and praiſes. 
Q. What hath the church of Wande declared 
concerning confirmation? 
A. That it hath been a ſolemn, anci - 

cm. lx. ent, and laudable cuſtom, continued from 
the apoſtles time, that all biſhops ſhould 


ſtructed in the catechiſm of Chriſtian religion, 
praying over them, and bleſſing them. | 
;Q. ow doth it appear that this rite was uſed 
5 the apoſtles? _ 
A. We have the 3 itſelf for the evi- 
daeence of the fact: for when the men 
15 vii. of Samaria had been converted and 
| baptized, and had received the word of 
God, the apoſtles St Peter and St John were ſent 
to cen mow new Seen, to lay their hands 
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upon them, that they might receive | 
the Holy Ghoſt. And the diſciples Acts xix. 5, 6. 
at Epheſus, after they had been bap - 
tized in the name of Jeſus, were confirmed by 
St Paul, who laid his hands upon them, and then 
they received the Holy Ghoſt. And further, 
the ſame apoſtle mentions as fundamentals, not 
only the doctrine of Baptiſi, but the | 
laying on of hands, by which the an- Heb. vi. 2. 
cient interpreters have always under- 3 
ſtood confirmation: which appeared ſo plain to 
Calvin | himſelf, that it was his opinion, 
that this one place ſhews evidently, that In loc. 
confirmation was fſtituted by the apoſtles. | 
. How does it appear that confirmation was 

not confined to the age of the apoſtles? 

A. Becauſe this ſolem rite is highly uſeful and 


beneficial to the ſpiritual wants of Chriſtians in 


all ages; who ſtand in need of the influences of 
God's holy Spirit to the great purpoſe of ſancti- 


fication; and was as ſuch accordingly practiſed 


by them in all the ſucceeding ages of the church, 


as appears by the teſtimonies of fathers and coun- 
cilo, who in this matter pens, as witneſſes of. 4 


Catholic cuſtom. 
Q. Give me ſome teſtimenig of this prafiice# 
A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about fourſcore 
years after St John, and who is very careful 1 in 


relating the practice of the primitive 


church, tells us, That after baptiſm De Bapt. e. 8, 
ſucceeds laying on of hands, by prayer, _ 
calling for, and inviting the holy Spirit. And 
St Cyprian, who flouriſhed about fixty years af- 
ter Sp hath this remark upon the hiſtory 
A. 2. of 
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of the Samaritan converts. The fame 

Epiſt. 73. thing, ſays he, is practiſed among us, that 
they who are baptifed in the church are 

preſented to the governors of it, the biſhops, that 
by our prayers and impoſition of hands, they may 
obtain the Holy Ghoſt, and be perfected with the 


ſeal of Chriſt : rf is by confirmation to attain 


the higheſt order of Chriſtians: St Jerome ſpeaks 
full to the point: Lf you aſh, ſays he, 


Dial. adverſ. hene it is written 2 It is written in 


rucil. tze Acts of the Apoſtles; but : if 


| there were no authority of ſcripture 


for it, yet the conſent of all the world in this par- 
ricular is injlead of a command. 


Q. What are the effes of confirmation? 
A. In the primitive church, theſe effects were | 


extraordinary gifts, ſuch as were neceſſary then 


in the infant ſtate of the church, but upon the 
ſettleme nt of it, the holy Spirit guides it by ſe- 
cret and inviſible communications, which thoſe | 
receive who are qualified to partake of them in 
this regular and miniſterial way; and they are 


thoſe ordinary helps and aſſiſtances which are ne- 
ceſſary for the performing the conditions of our 


ſalvation, which we cannot work out without 
the influences of God's holy Spirit. 
2. bo is the proper minifter of confirmation? 
A. The adminiſtration of this rite was devot- 


= » the apoſtles to their ſueceſſors, the biſhops 


of the Catholic church; for though 
Acts viii. Philip the deacon, bad liberty. both 
144 15- to preach and baptize, yet the'apo- 
c. xvili. v. 16. ſtles only had the power to confirm, 
2⁊s is plain by * hiſtory of the Sa- 
maritan 

* 
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maritan converts. And therefore this rite is ap- 
propriated to the biſhops, as being ſueceſſors of 
the apoſtles in the government of the church, in 
all the primitive records of Chriſtianity. 0 
. What ceremony 7s uſed in conſirmation? 

A The laying on of the hand of the biſhop 
npon the head of the perſon to be —— 
very ancient ceremony in giving of 
bleſſings, practiſed by the Jews, and Matth. xix. 13. 
made uſe of by our Saviour himſelf, — — Vil, 19. 
and adopted by the apoſtles, with g 
prayer, for communicating the holy 
Spirit in confirmation, and which 24 name 
to the whole office, which 1s called 1 Be laying 
on of hands, 

Q. What quali ifications « are meceſſury for the 
candidates off this Holy ordinance? © 

A. Thoſe who are brought to be confirmed, | 


ought to be thoroughly inſtructed in the nature 
of their baptiſmal vow, which they then renew, 


and of that obligation they he under to perform 
it. They ought to be acquainted with-the mean- 
ing of this holy rite, and whoſe office it is to ad- 
miniſter it. They ought to have a competent 


degree of the knowledge of thoſe Chriſtian duties. 
that relate to God, their neighbour, and them 


ſelves. And, in order to theſe ends, it is adviſa- 
ble, that chey ſhould ſome time before read Gs; 
the confirmation office. 

Q. What particular preparation/ is neeſſary 
before confirmation ? 

A. The perſons to be coafirmed ought to exa- 
mine themſelves concerning thoſe fins of omiſſion 
or commiſſion they have been guilty of, in 
AI thought, ; 
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thought, word, and deed; and to confeſs them to 
God, declaring their hearty ſorrow and repent- 
ance for them, and earneſtly begging God's par- 
don and forgiveneſs; to which. they muſt add 
ferious reſolutions of living anſwerable to their 
Chriſtian profeſſion. And that their prayers and 
holy purpoſes may be effectual, they may do 
well to join faſting to them, that they may be 
the better diſpoſed to receive the influences of 
God's s holy Spirit. 

. Since you mention the neceflity of making 
ſerious reſolutions of living anſwerable to-the Chri- 
ian profeſſion, when you receive confirmation; 

Pray what do you reſolve in relation to thoſe ene- 

mies that oppoſe your ſalvation, the devil, the 
world, andthe fleih ? * ] 

4. 1 reſolve, by the grace of God, to be al. 

ways upon the watch againſt thoſe various ways 
in which each of them is likely to endanger my 
ſalvation; I reſolve to uſe all fit and proper 
means to ſecure myſelf againſt thoſe dangers ; 
and particularly to fortify thoſe weak places of 
my mind, which my tempes or circumſtances of 
life render moſt expoſed to them. 
i Wu What do you reſolve in relation to the de- 
v 
. E reſolve, by God's aſſiſtance, never to give 
my conſent to any of thoſe wicked thoughts 
which he may throw into my mind ; nor to com- 
ply with any of theſe temptations whereby he 
ſolicits me to fin; neither will I make uſe of 
thoſe ways of conſulting him, which ungodly 
men have taken. And I particularly reſolve to 
* * e * and envy, all 3 


* 


lawful defires of my 
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lying, revenge. and cruelty, whindi are moſt pro- 


perly the works of the devil. 
. What do you reſolve in relation to the world? 

4 I reſalve, by the help of God, not to do 
any thing unlawful in order to procure honour, 
riches, or pleaſure ,, neither will I ſet my affec- 
tions immoderately upon any lawful enjoyment. 
I reſolve to contradict the evil maxims and cu- 
ſtoms, to avoid the bad company of a vain and 
wicked world ; and to forego all worldly com- 
forts and poſſeſſions, al! my natural relations, and 
my own life, whenever they ſtand in competls 
tion with my duty. | 

Q. What do you reſolve in relation to the fleſh; ? 

A. I reſolve, by God's help, to refit the un- 
own corrupt nature; to 
ſuppreſs all laſcivious and. wanton thoughts, to a- 
ve all filthy and obſcene diſcourſe, and never 

to gratify my fleſhly appetites, but. with tempe- 
rance and ſobriety, and only in ſuch a manner as - 
is allowed by the law of God. And in order 
to this purpoſe, - J will ſhun ſloth and idleneſs, 
which are common incentives to our carnal 
m in ds | 

Q. What do you reſolve in relation to Jour 
faith? 
A. I reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the belief of the 


being of a God, which is evident from his mak - 


ing and perſerving all things. I reſolve ſtedfaſt- 


ly to believe, that in this one glorious Godhead, 


there are three perſons, the Father, the Son, nd 
the Holy Ghoſt; that the ſecond perſon in the 


bleſſed Trinity, God the Son, took upon him 
human nature, was born of a virgin, and died 
| upon 
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upon a cob; as a ſacrifice for the fin of the 
world ; that he roſe again the third day from 
the deed, aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth on 
the right hand of God, and that he will come 
again to judge the quick and the deed. That 
this Son of God, our. Lord Jeſus, planted a 
church while he was upon earth, and committed 
the care of it to his apoſtles, with a power to or- 


dain others to ſucceed them in their office. That 


the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed miraculous gifts upon 


the apoſtles, to fit them to convert the world, and 


to bring all mankind into the Chriſtian church, 
in which forgiveneſs of fins, and eternal life af- 


ter the reſurrection of the body, are Ons * to 


be obtained. 
Q. Why do you reſolve to believe thus? 


A. Becauſe theſe and all other points of my 


creed are revealed in. the holy ſcriptures by God 


himſelf, who is infinite truth, and cannot he, 
who i is infinite love, and will not deceive me. 

. What do you reſolve in relation to your 
pri ce? 

A. 1 reſolve, by the help of Wink Wolz to 
obſerve all thoſe precepts which relate to God, 
my neighbour, and myſelf. 

. What do you reſolve in relation to God? 


I reſolve, to pay my obedience to him in 


a . and devout attendance on prayers, both 


in public and private, and on the.holy facrament. 
I refolve to own his bounty in all the good 
things 1 receive, and to ſubmit patiently to his 


wiſdom in all the afflictions I ſuffer. I reſolve 
to reverence his holy name, never to uſe it light- 


Tr nor to profane it by cuſtomary wearing, 
| much 
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much leſs by falſe and faithleſs oaths. I reſolve 
to reverence his holy word, conſtautly to reſort 
to his worſhip, and to obſerve his day particu- 
larly ſet apart for it, and to ſhew a due regard 
to an things and perſons devoted to him, and 


| commiſſioned by him. 


Q. What do you reſolve in relation 70 Jour 


| ncighbour ? 2 


4. I reſolve, by the grace of God, to be juſt 


ia all my dealings; never to deprive him of 


his right by fraud or force; to be ſincere in my 
expreſſions, and to be true to my promiſes. I 
reſolve to reheve his neceſſities according to my 
ability, and to be candid in interpreting his 
words and actions; never to ſlander him by falſe, 
reports, or unneceſſarily to publiſh his faults by 
evil ſpeaking.. I refolve to be meek and pati- 
ent under all provocations, and to be ready. to 
forgive all affronts and injuries; and*to ſtudy to 
promote peace among all men. I reſolye to love, 
reverence, and obey my: natural parents, and to 
perform the ſeveral duties I owe to all my, go- 
vernors in church and ſtate. 
; RY What do you reſolve in relation ta your- 
e 

A. 1 reſolve, by the grace of God, to humble 
myſelf under a juſt ſenſe of my own faults and 
defects, not to be puffed up with a vain conceit 
of myſelf, or with a contempt of others. I re- 
ſolve to be chaſte in all my thoughts, words, and 


actions; and to avoid every thing that may in 


the leaſt have a tendency to uncleanneſs : to be 
temperate in the uſe of meats, drinks, and all 
other enjoyments, and to ty from all tempta- 

| tions 


we openly profeſs. 
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tions to drunkenneſs. I reſolve to deny ny ſelf, 
to Keep my body under by faſtiug and abſtinence, 
and to mortify my affections to the things of 
this world; and to be ready to part with any of 
the con veniencies of life rather than forſake the 
ways of truth and righteouſneſs. 
Q From whence appears the neceſſity of berng 
Vncere in thefe reſolutions ? 
A. Becauſe God, who knows our hearts, will 
reject our pretended dedication of ourſelves to 
his ſervice, if we engage only out of cuſtom, 
and in compliance with the faſhion of the world, 
and conſequently will withhold his grace from us, 
fince we render ourſelves unworthy of the in- 
fluences of it, by never really deſigning what 


11 


ſj 


2 
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Q. I hat are Tags great r of confir. 
mation 15 | | 
A. It is a new engagement to a Chriſtian life 1 
and is a laſting ad monition and check not to diſ- 
honour or deſert my Chriſtian profeſſion: It 
tends to preſerve the unity of the church, by 
making men ſenſible, that they are obliged to 
communicate with ſuch eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, 
who are endowed with all thoſe powers that 
were left by the apoſtles to their ſucceſſors, 
And it is moreover a teſtimony of God's favour 
and goodneſs to thoſe that receive it. 
Q. How ts t n teſtimony of God's favour and 
42 to thoſe that receives 
A. Becauſe his lawſul miniſter declares, that 
God accepts their proficiency, and ad vances 
them into the higheſt rank of the faithful, by 
* g them a title to approach the holy = 
= 


Aa -A 2 co» ho — £&| tc cc 2 


of Confirmation. 23 


And rat God vouchſafes thereby to com- 
municate "ſupernatural ſtrength to encounter their 
ſpiritual enemies, and. enables them to pern 
ta they undertake. 


Q. What care has the church of England Sen 
or the effect ual adminiſtration of. confirmation ? 

A. Such is the wiſe. diſcipline: of our holy 
mother, that both by. ner rubricks and- canons, 
ſhe trains us up by gradual ſteps for a worthy 
partaking of this holy rite ; for in our baptiſm, 
ſhe requires ſureties that ſhall engage for us, and 
give ſecurity for our Chriſtian education in the 
communion. of the church; they be- +4 
ing obliged not only to fee us in- Exhort. at the 
ſtructed in all neceſſary points of £4 of public 
faith and practice, but to take care, baptiſm. 
that when we are fit, we be brought 


to the biſhop for confirmation. 


Q. What farther care has the church 33 
pn this particular ? 

A. The pariſh prieſt or curate is particularly 
enjoined to catechize, to inſtruct, and 
examine the youth, and the common 
people, in the principles of the Chri- 
tian religion, according to the church 
catechiſm, And the church farther 
requires, that none be. preſented as | 
candidates, till they can give an account and rea- 
ſon of their faith, of which the miniſter who 
preſents them is to be judge; and none are even 
then to be confirmed, except the biſhop approves 
of them; and, to ſtrike a greater awe in the 
candidates, they are chin We to anſwer 
29 
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Rubrick after | 
the catechiſm. 
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as in the prefence of God, and the whole con- 
gregation. 


Q. Why ts a godfather or god. 


Rub. at the end mother required for the perſon t to 


of the catech. , be confirmed. | 
A. As a voncher for the ſincerity of the par. 


ties they ſtand for, and to be a continual monitor 


to them to perform their vow, as well as a wit. 


neſs of their making the ſame. 


Q. How bath the church endeavoured to pre. 
vent any neglect in thoſe that are intruſted with 
the Ke ration confirmation? 

A. She wills and ordains, that every 32505, or 

nis /uffragan, in his uſual triennial vifi. 
Can. Iz. tation, ſhould perform, in his own per- 


ſon, this rite and uſage; but if through 
any infirmity he is hindered from making his 
triennial viſitation, he is charged not to omit it 


the following year, as ſoon as conveniently may 
be. * 

3 What i 26 the amis of the pariſh obliged 

o, when the biſhop Frveth notice Y a confirma- 
— 2 

A. The miniſter of every pariſh i is obliged to 

bring or ſend in writing, with his 

Loft rubrict af. hand ſubſcribed thereunto, the names 


8 the catech. f all ſuch perſons within, his pa- 


riſh as he ſhall thing fit to be preſent - 


ed to the biſhop to be confirmed. 


Q. Ought confirmation to bt received more 
than once d 

A. It is not-to be repeated, becauſe this 10 
lemn renewal of our baptiſmal vow is ſufficient 


by being once n and for farther ſup- 
| | plies 
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plies of grace we have hereby a title to receive 
the boly communion. | 


A Prayer before Confirmation, to be uſed by thoſe 
| that are hors. for it. 3 


Wit- Mes merciful God, by whoſe gracious pro- 
8 vidence I was born of Chriſtian parents, 
pre- and early dedicated to thee in fioly baptiſm; 
with make me thoroughly ſenfible, 1 beſeech thee, of - 
cy infinite goodneſs in beſtowing upon me the 
p, ot bleſſed privileges of being made a member of thy 
vili-W church, a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
per-· ¶ kingdom of heaven. 
Grant, O Lord, that, by the 4 of thy 
grace, T may carefully and zealouſly perform all 
thoſe conditions upon which thou wert pleaſed to 
vouchſafe to me ſuch ineſtimable benefits ; that I 
may conſtantly reſiſt the devil, and all thoſe temp- 
tations by which he ſecks to deſtroy me; that I 
may renounce all covetous defires of honour, 
riches, and pleaſure, and all thoſe evil cuſtoms 
and maxims of the world, which alienate mens 
| minds from the love of God; that I may morti- 
fy the inordinate appetites of ; my own corrupt 
5 pa- nature, of my own carnal mind ; that I may be- 
ſent · ¶ lieve all thy holy revelations, and keep thy blefſed 
will and eee all the days of my life. 
more And now, O Lord, that I am about to renew 
me folemn vow of my baptiſm, and publicly in 
is ſo· ¶ thy preſence to ratify all thoſe things I then pro- 
cient WH miſed by my ſureties, I humbly beſeech thee to 
ſup-W enlighten my mind with the knowledge and un- 


plies . * 5 derſtanding 
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DI of the world, I may be holy i in all man- 
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derſtanding of that ſolemn engagement I then 
made, and am now about to confirm; influence 


my will, and all the faculties of my ſoul, hearti- 


ly and fincerely to perform it. Let not the ma- 
ny and greivous fins that J have committed, de- 


prive me of thoſe aſſiſtances of thy holy Spirit, 


which I now expect to receive; but, on my true 


- repentance, let the precious blood of my Saviour 


waſh away all my paſt ſins, and grant that I may 
be enabled to mortify and ſubdue them for the 
time to come. And foraſmuch as without thee 
I am not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy holy Spi- 
rit into my heart, that by has holy infpiration, 


1 may think thoſe things which are good, and 


by his merciful guidance may perform the ſame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed 


name and words I continue to pray, ſaying, 
Our F, _ Oc. 


A Thank giving after Confirmation. 7 


PRAISED and mognibbl be thy holy name, 


O our Heavenly Father, for this ineſtima- 


ble dleſſing thou haſt now beſtowed on me thy 
unworthy ſervant, that thou haſt vouchſafed to 


feal me with that holy Spirit of promiſe, which 
is the earneſt of our inheritance : Grant, O Lord, 


that I may never grieve him by any wilful 
fin or evil habit; but mortifying the luſts of 


the fleſh, may be led by, and walk in the Spirit, 


and bring forth the fruits thereof in all righ- 


teouſneſs and truth: That ſhunning all the pol- 


Dor 
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ner of converſation, as thou who haſt called me, 
and doſt ſanctify me hy thy Holy Spirit, art ho- 
ly; and may daily grow in the grace and know- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, till J arrive at 
the meaſure of full age in him, and be fitted for 
the inheritance of thy children, in the kingdom 
of thee our Heavenly Father, through the ſame 
thy only begotten Son, our bleſſed Lord and Re- 
deemer, in whoſe ſacred name and comprehen- 
five words, J farther pray, e 

Our N A 


ed 


A Prayer air 'Eonfircation, which may be „ ſaid 
while others are confirming, and may be added 
to the Evening Prayer by the Party confirmed. 


LESSED and praiſed be thy holy name, O 

Lord, for thoſe freſh ſupplies of grace which 

thou haſt been pleaſed to communicate to me. 
Bleſſed be thy name for thoſe comfortable aſ- 

ſurances thou haſt given me of thy favour and 
goodneſs towards me. Bleſſed be thy name for 
thy that privilege thou haſt now beſtowed upon me 

| to of approaching thy holy table, and of ſtrength- 


nch ening and refreſhing my ſoul, by partaking there 
ord, of the body and blood of Chriſt. 
ful | Increaſe in me, O Lord, more and more, the 


of gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 1 may be wiſe for 
irit, eternity, and make it the chief buſineſs of my life 
gh- to pleaſe thee in all my actions; that I may love 

pol- and fear thee above all things; that I may be 


lan- juſt and righteous in all my dealings, and ready _ 85 


nar to communicate to the neceſſities of others; that 
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\ 
] may keep a conſtant watch over myſelf, fo as 
not to execed the bounds of temperance, and ſo. | 
briety. 

Grant, O Lord. that my corrupt nature may 
be daily renewed and purified by thy Holy Spi. 
rit; that no danger or perſecution may 2 70 me 
from my duty; that no pleaſure may make me 
careleſs and negligent in the performance of it;, 
and that under afflictions moſt grievous to fleſh 
and blood, I may be entirely reſigned, and ſub- 
mit to thy holy will and pleaſure. Let thy 
Holy Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide and govern me 
through the whole courſe of my ſhort life in this 
world, that I may not fail to obtain eternal life 
in the world to come, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. | 
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THE 


GREAT DUTY 


oF FREQUENTING THE 


_ CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 


T is, no wonder that men, who are not 

ſerious in the bufineſs of religion, and 
who frequent the church only in com- 
pliance with the faſhion of the world, and 
in obedience to an eſtabliſhed cuſtom, ſhould | 
neglect one of the greateſt advantages of 
the Chriſtian life, I mean the frequent re- 
ceiving the holy ſacrament of Chriſt's body 
and blood : But that Chriſtians, otherwiſe 
very deyout, and not lawfully hindered, 
who have the fear of God before their 
eyes, and who aim at pleaſing him in all 
their actions, ſhould ever turn their backs 
upon his Holy table, and when invited to 
commemorate the meritorious ſacriſice of the 
death of Chriſt, ſhould refufe to give ſuch 
an eaſy inſtance of a thankful heart, is real 
ly matter of aſtaniſhment ; becauſe they 
do thereby nee the moſt effectual means 

B 3 5 * 


2 he Duty of frequenting 


of growing in grace, and overlook the beſt 
method of attaining-what they moſt ſincere. 
ly purpoſe and defire. 
I am apt indeed to think, that this their 
bad conduct chiefly proceeds from the want 
of a true ſenſe of their duty in this parti- 
cular. Their great deſire to perform an 
acceptable ſacrifice to God, fills their minds 
with lively apprehenſions of the great dan- 
ger of being unworthy communicants ; fo 
that they do not give themſelves leiſure to 
attend to thoſe conſiderations that enforce 
the neceflity of the duty; and therefore fi 
do not ſuffer their thoughts to dwell upon 
the great hazard they run, in negleQing to 
execute a plain command of our bleſſed 
Saviour; which is more dangerous to their 
falvation than performing it after an imper- 
rect manner. The duty therefore being in- 
diſpenſable, the juſt conſequenee we ſhould 
draw from the danger of unworthy re- 
ceiving, ſhould be the neceſſity of exciting 
ourſelves to great care and diligence in pre- 
paring ourſelves for the due diſcharge of 
it; but never to delude ourſelves by falſe. 
reaſons into ſuch a neglect as will certainly 
increaſe our guilt, and add to our puniſh- 


ment, 


5 od Chriſtian Sacrifice. 5 3 


beſt As for thoſe who never partake of the 
ere- holy communion during their whole lives, 
bor fear leſt their fins ſhould receive a freſh 
heirfffl aggravation by being committed after fo 
ant ſolemn an obligation to be religious; it is 
irti- plain they run into a very great error. For 

an one main reaſon why fin becomes more 
nds beinous after repeated obligations to the 
lan- contrary, is, becauſe it is committed with 
ſo greater deliberation, and againſt clearer con- 
e to] viction : When therefore a man, who be- 
bree lieves religion, and underſtands the obliga- 
fore Ml tions it lays upon him, omits this duty for 


pon no other reaſon, but that he may fih, as he 
g to thinks, with leſs danger, his fins are then 
fed equally deliberate, and againſt equally clear 
heir WI conviction ; and he moreover adds to them 
der- contemptuous neglect of one of the beſt 
in- means of becoming better. 
uld In order therefore to make this ſhort 
re- diſcourſe more uſeful upon ſo important a 
ing Wl ſubject, I ſball reduce it to, the following 
re- method. | 1 7 

of 


alle. F rſt, I ſhall inquire into o thoſe obligations 
nly Wl that lie upon all Chriſtians to receive the ho- 
iſh- h communion, and to frequent the Chriſtian 


n 
As 


Secondiy, 
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I Obligations to 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what preparation i i 
neceſſary to perform this duty after an accept: 
able manner. _ 
Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer ſome 
objectious againſt frequent communion. 
 Fourthly, I ſhall lay before you the great 
advantages of frequent communion. 
Fb, I ſhall ſhew the particular care 
the 492700 of England has taken to prevent 
the profanation of the Lord's ſuper, 
4% I ſhall add ſome directions as t 
the manner of performing it, with Suitable 
devotions on ſuch 0Ccafions. 


Firſt, I ſhall inquire into thoſe obliga. 
tions that lie upon all Chriſtians to receiv 
the holy Communion, and to frequent the 4 

Chriſtian, ſacrifice. pg 
Ife „et argument for the performance 
of this Chriſtian duty arifes from the pot 
tive command of our Saviour Jefus Chrit 
the author of our religion. It is from thi 
anointed of the Lord that we are denom 
nated Chriſtians, which implies a firm be 

lief of thoſe doctrines which he has reveal 
ed, and a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of mind to per 
form thoſe precepts which he has command 
ed: We moreover ſolemnly promiſed in out 


vow of baptiſm to govern all our action 
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by the rule of his holy goſpel. There- 
fore to perſiſt in the neglect of a plain law 
of our Lord and Maſter, ſufficiently made 
now to us, is no ways conſiſtent with our 
engagement, nor with that character we 
profets, of being his diſciples. Beſides, our 
obedience in this particular pays a peculiar 
regard to his authority; for this duty, be- 
ing a poſitive injunction, receives all ãts force 
from his right to command. Now that our 
Saviour has made it the duty of all Chri- 
ſtians to frequent this commemorative ſacri- 
ce, is plain from the hiſtory of its in- 
ſtitution, in the cloſe of which our Saviour 
adds this poſitive injunction, Do this in re- 


apoſtles were obliged to do to 

others as our Saviour had done 
anceW to them, viz. to bleſs, break, and give the 
bread to all that joined with them in thefe 
rift holy ſervices ; ſo were all Chriſtians hereby 
; thi engaged to receive from them and their ſuc- 
omi] ceſſors, theſe ſymbols of Chrift's body and 
1 be blood. By this precept therefore the com- 

veal munion of Chriſt's body and blood, as re- 
per preſented by bread and wine in the holy 
and] ſacrament, is made the ſtarding memorial 
1 ou of his death and ſufferings in all Chriſtian 
tion aflemblies to the end of the world. St 
i 3 Cn "oy 

5 J . 


Luke xxli. 19. 


nembrance of me. By which, as the Holy > 


6 The Obligations to | 
Paul, who received from the Lord himſelf l 

: what he taught concerning this holy inſtitu- M1 
Gor 544 24. tion, repeats the ſame command, W; 

1 7 54 This do in remembrance of me. ft: 


And if we conſider the circumſtances of this 
command, it will {till have a greater influ- 
ence upon us ; for it was given by our beſt 

friend, and greateſt benefactor, when he 

was about to lay down his life for our ſakes. 

They are as it were his dying words to all 

> his ſincere diſciples and followers: And 

therefore ought to be received with the 

' greateſt reſpect and deference imaginable. 
In purſuance of this precept, we find the 
fixſt Chriſtians did not continue more ſted- 
faſtly in the apo/iles doctrine, than they com- 

municated in prayer and breaking 

of bread. It being well known, 


— = CA fond . LA . 5 ps 


Ads ii, 42. 


I mature of the duty itſelf. It is a piece of. 


i worſhip appropriated to the Chriſtian reli- 
19 gion, by which in a peculiar, manner we 
W profeſs ourſelves followers of the bleſſed Je- 


that the public Worſhip, the /pnaxis of the 
ancient Chriſtians, conſiſted of theſe three 
parts, of hearing God's word, of Prayers, 
i and of commemorating of Chriſt in the eu- 
'* * charif. 

The ſecond argument for the g 
ance of this Chriſtian duty ariles from the 
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Frequent Communion. 7 


ſus. The Heathens and Mahometans offer 
up pray ers and praiſes to God, and by the 
light of nature apply themſelves to infinite 
power for the relief of their neceſlities, 
and return their thanks to infinite good- 
neſs, as the ſource from whence they re- 


[ccive all their bleſſings. The Jews, by ſlay-. 


ing of beaſts, and by burning incenſe, in- 


vocated God, and praiſed and bleſſed hin 


for thoſe mercies of which they partook. 

But Chriſtians only ſet befere God bread 
and wine in the euchariſt, as figures or i- 
mages of the precious blood of Chriſt ſhed for 
us, and of his precious body; as it is expreſ- 
ſed in the Climentine liturgy. And there- 
fore we cannot be ſaid fo properly to wor- 
ſhip as Chriſtians, as when we join in thoſe 
ſacred myſteries that Chriſt has made pecu- 
lar to his own religion: And it cannot be 
imagined, that it ſhould be at our own diſ- 
poſal, whether we would perform it or no, 
when it was ordained as the peculiar ſervice 
of Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh them from all 
other worſhippers of the Deity ; and as the 
principal act whereby we partake of the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt made upon the croſs, and 
without which our public ſervice wants its 
due perfection. Upon which account the 


primitive Chriſtians (at leaſt, for a time, in 
ſome 
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{ome places) on no day held their publi⸗ 
aſſemblies without this Chriſtian ſacrifice, 
Juſtin Martyr in his Second Apology inſtan. 


ces in this ſacred ordinance, as a conftantÞf 


part of the Lord's day-fervice ; and there 
is no great doubt, but that each Lord's day 
was that ſtatus dies, that ſet 
time, on which, Pliny tells the 
Emperc* Trajan, the Chriſtians in Bithynia 
met together to bind themſelves with an 
oath not to ſteal or rob, or with-hold what 
was depolitated with them, or commit any 
fort of wickedneſs. And long after, in 


| Foiſt.: 289. the time of St Baſil, who com- 
ad Caeſar. mends a daily communion, he 


ſhows us how near the practice in his day! 
came to it: The Chri/itans then not on 
communicated conſtantly four times a wet, 
but on other days when they celebrated 2 
memory of any martyr. And the faithful 


that joined in all other pars of the public 
worſhip, never failed in partaking of the 


bleſſed ſacrament. What opinion the an- 


cient Chriſtians had of thoſe that turned 


their backs upon this holy ordinance, may 
Can. xi. „on which are called apoſtolical; 
whereby all the Faithful that came to theit 
* aſſemblies, and heard the _ ſcrip- 


. -. _ 


be collected from one of thoſe ca- 


frequent Communion. - 


tures, and did not continue to partake, of 
the holy ſacrament, were liable to be ſepa- 


an. MWrated from the communion of Chriſtians. 
tant The third argument for the frequent 
nere performance of this Chriſtian duty ariſes 
day from the great benefits that are annexed to 
fell the worthy participation of this Holy ordi« 


the nance. By the nature of our circumſtan- 
yniafſWces in this world, we are ſurrounded with 
| an variety of temptations, no condition of 
vharſ life being free from the affaults of our 
any ſpiritual enemies. So that it but too fre- 
in quently happens, that we become a prey to 
om. ¶ their attempts, and are prevailed upon to 


he tranſgreſs our duty. Now when we are 
dayi brought to a ſenfe of our follies, and our 
oni ſouls are pierced with an unfeigned ſorrow 
veel for having committed them; what ſurer 


method have we to procure our pardon 
ful from God, than by /ſhewing forth the Lord's 
\blic{@.dearh, by repreſenting his bitter paſſion to 
the the Father, that fo he would for his ſake 
an- according to the tenor of his covenant in 
rned him, be favourable and propitious to us mi- 
may ſerable finners ? We all know by fatal ex- 
ca. perience, how unable we are of ourſelves 
cal ; do do any thing that is good; but this hea- 
theitſvenly banquet is the food and nouriſn- 
crip- ment of our ſouls; it gives new life and 
ure, B vigour 
| 2 . i | 
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vigour to our pious reſolutions, and con- 
veys power and ſtrength tv perform our 
duty. We are convinced, that the ſatisfac- 
tions of this life can never complete our 
happineſs: but this holy ſacrament inſpires 
a hope to be made equal to angels; and 
no leſs than the kingdom of heaven is 
hereby made our inheritance. So that a 
man mult be very inſenfible of his own in- 
tereſt, that neglects one of the beſt inſtru- 
ments of advancing his ſpiritual welfare; 
and what can the concern of the whole 
world promiſe, us, compared to the advan- 
tage of ſuch gracious vouchſafements? Nei- 
ther is it probable that a man ſhould. retain 
a very grateful. ſenſe of thoſe ſtupendous 
bleſſings purchaſed for us by the death of 
Chriſt, when he refuſes to give ſuch an ea- 
1 inſtance of a thankful heart. If there- 
fore we pay any regard to the poſitive | 
command of our Saviour; if we are con- 
cerned to proclaim to the world, that we 
are really the diſciples of J eſus; if we 
are ſolicitous about growing in grace, and 
deſire above all things the improvement 
of our minds in all Chriſtian virtues, and 
breathe after a life without ſorrow, and 
without fin ; we muſt conſtantly attend this 
holy ordinarice trom, Mee we, 510 


frequent Communion. It 


pect the pardon of our ſins, and all the o- 
ther benefits of Chriſt's paſſion. 

And when we-are once convinced of 
thoſe obligations that enforce the. practice 
of this duty, we muſt take care never to 
turn our backs upon his holy ordinance. 
The trueſt meaſure of our duty in this par- 
ticular, is to be taken from thoſe opportu- 
nities which the good providence of God 
affords to us for this purpoſe; there being 


our 

fac- 

our 
res 
and 
n is 
at a 
| in- | 
tru- 


ren; 

hole Ino better way of determining the frequen- 
„an- Ney ſof our obligation to receive, than this 
. of God's giving us the opportunity. Ac- . 
tain cordin g tothis rule the primitive Chriſtians 
lous'lf practiſed ; who never withdrew themſelves. 

h ok from the Lord's ſupper, when it made a 


part of the public worſhip. And it is in 
the communion of the ſacrament, as it is 
in the communion of prayers, and-other 
parts of public worſhip, we are bound to 
join in them when opportunities offer for 


| Ede 
eren: 
tive 
On- 


we 
we the performing them, and we are not other- 
and wiſe lawfully hindered. Whoever there- 
tent fore ſhall neglect to communicate, and re- 
and tires from the holy table when the heaven- 
and ly banquet i is there prepared, either does 


this N not thoroughly: : underſtand his duty i in this 
5 particular, or muſt be very defective in the 
apy performance of it. For, as. the exhorta- 


ec 
* . C2 1 tion. 
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tion before the communion ſuggeſts to us, 
Who would not think it a great injury and 
Wrong done to him, if he had prepared a 
rich feaſt, and decked his table with al 
kind of proviſion, fo that there lacked no- 
thing but the gueſls to fit down; and yet 
that they who were called, without any cauſe 
Should moſt unthankfully refuſe to came? And 
how can it be imagined, that a man bas a 
true love for his Saviour, or a grateful 
ſenſe of his ſufferings, that ſhall refuſe to] 
make a thankful remembrance of them, 
when our Saviour has commanded it, and 
the providence of God offer* him the. op- 
portunity? I ſhall conclude this head with 
the judgment of two eminent fathers, St 
Chryſoſtom and St Ambroſe, whereby we 
may guels at the ſenſe of the Greek and the 
Latin church in relation to this practice, 
The firſt, St Chryſoſtom, delivers himſelf 
after this manner: He uo does not allow 
himſelf in the practice of any known fin, 
ought every day to approach the Holy table; 
But it is not ſafe for him, who has contract. 
ed a habit of finning, and does not fincere- 
ty repent thereof, to communicate even upon 
the greate/t feſtival. St Ambroſe gives us 
his opinion, by way of advice, in theſe 
words, concerning the holy Sacrament: Ke- 
| =_ ceive 


0 15 in underftandinę what is the nature and 


The Nature of Preparation, &c. 13 


ceive daily what will be of daily advantage 
to you :1S9 live, that you may be fit to re- 


| ceive every day ; for he that is not fit to re- 


cerve ane day, is not fit to receive once a 
he 4 14 8 5 2 | 


eee 1 mall flew: what preparation 


is neceſſary to perform this duty after an 
acceptable manner. 


Whew we ſpeak of preparation for the 
holy ſacrament, we ſuppoſe the candidates 
to have been ee, in the belief of the 
Chriſtian religion, that they have taken up- 
on themſelves the ſolemn vow made at their 
baptiſm, that they are inſtructed in what is 
necefſary for a Chriſtian to believe and prae- 


tiſe, and that they have in ſore meaſure 


performed thoſe engagements which they 
ſolemnly ratified at their confirmation. And 
therefore I think it very adviſfeable, before 
any one makes his fiſt, communion, that he 
ſhould conſult the prieſt of his pariſh, that 
he niay. be ſatisfied ho. far he has complied _ 
with, thoſe obligations he has lain under to 


faith and obedience, and may be farther 
examined as to thole qualifications that 
make a man a fit gueſt at the Lord's table. 


And then the requiſite preparation. will con- 


*W 3 : end 


14. The Nature of Preparation 
end of that holy action, and in the actual 


exerciſe of ſuch Chriſtians virtues of which 


they are ſuppoſed to have laid a foundation 
in the former courſe of their lives. 
The fiſt part of preparation confiſts in 
the informing ourſelves carefully 1 in the na- 
ture and end of this ſacred inſtitution : En- 
quiring what is meant by this holy action, 
and to what purpoſe this bleffed ſacrament 
was ordained, This neceſſary knowledge 
once attained is a ſtanding qualification in 
all our future communions ; and therefore 
we ought to take the more pains to ſettle} 
right notions in our minds concerning this 
matter ; becauſe they will be ſerviceable to 
us in all the remaining part of our lives. 
In order to this purpoſe it will be neceſſary 
to read over the biſtory of the inftitution of 
1 this - Chriſtian ſacrifice, as re. 
Mat. xiv. 12. 20. Corded by the evangeliſts ; and 
ecke ri. 7.19. by St Paul in his epiſtle to the 
„ orathte Corinthians, who received what 


he taught in this matter, by a divine reve-i 


lation. St Matthew's account of it is this, 
That as our Saviour and his diſciples were 

eating the paſſover, Zeſus tooꝶ bread and ble. 
| fed it, and break it, and Fave it to the diſciples, 
and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body. And be 
too the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 10 


to heaven, and Siring thanks, and then 


2 the H. 


them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it, for this is 
my. blood of the New Te ſtament, which is 


Haly Communion, 15 


ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins. But 


J. ſay unto you, I will not drink henceforth of 

this Fruit of . the. vine, until that day 1 
drink it new with you in my Father's Ring- 
dom. And when they had ſung an hymn, 
they went out into the Mount of Olives. St 
Mark makes the fame relation, and St 


| Luke and St Paul concur-in the ſame par- 


ticulars, with the addition of this poſitive 
in junction, Do this in remembrance of me. 
From which places it will appear, that when 
our Sayzour Jeſus Chriſt celebrated the Jew- 
iſh ſacrifice of the paſſover with his diſ- 


ciples a little before his ſufferings, he ſub- 


ſtituted the ſacrament of his body and 


| bload, as the true Chriſtian ſacr ice, in the 


room of the paſſover; and ordained it as a 
rite to invocate the Father by, inſtead of 
the manifold and bloody ſacrifices of the 
law, and to be a means of ſupplication and 


| addreſs to God in the New Teſtament, as 
they were in the Old. To which end our 


Saviour firſt offers up the creatures of bread 


and wane to God, as an acknowledgment 


of his ſovereignty, by taking the bread and 
wine into his ſacred hands, by looking up 


bh. 
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by bleſſing the elements, he makes them 
the ſymbols of his body and blood, and 
diſtributed them to his diſciples, to eat and 
drink them in commemoration of him. So 
that the deſign of inſtituting the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper, was to conſtitute a 
Chriſtian candifioe? wherein God myſtically 
entertains man at his own table, in token 
of amity and friendfhip with: dim z which 
that he might do, the bread and the wine 
are offered to God, to acknowledge him Lord 
of the creatures; and accordingly in the 
ancient church they were laid on the holy 
table by the prieſt (as they are: ſtill· order- 
ed to be done by the rubrick in the church 
of England), and tendered to God by this 
ſhort prayer, Lord ase offer thy van cut of 
<Vhat thou haſt bountifully given us ;, which 
by conſecration being made ſymbols of the 
body and blood of  Chrift, :we thereby re- 
preſent to God the Father the pailion of 
* Son, to thè end that he may for his 
Fake, according to the tenor of his dove- 
nant in him, be favourable and propitious 
to us miſerable ſinners; Hhatlas Chriſt in- 
: tercedes continually for us in heaven, by 
preſenting his death and latisfaQion-to'his 
Father; ſo the church on earth in like 
manner -m ay approach the throne of gracx, 
+ — by 
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for the Holy Communion. 17 


by repreſenting Chriſt unto his Father in 
theſe holy myſteries of his death and paſ- 
ſion. That what every Chriſtian does men- 
tally and vocally, when he recommends 
his prayers to God the Father through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, making mention of his death 
and ſatisfaction; that, in the public ſer- 
vice of the church, is done by this rite, 
which our Saviour ——_ in comme- 
moration of him. | 
The incenſe and mincha, or the owing 
prophelied of by Malachi, i. 11. whereby 


y | God's name was to be great among the Gen- 


tiles, is applied by the primitive fathers to 
this Chriſtian facrifice or ſolemn worſhip 
in the enchariſt, taught by our bleſſed 
Saviour to his diſciples, to be obſerved by 
| all that ſhould believe in his name. The 
incenſe which denotes the prayers of the 
ſaints, repreſenting the ſpiritual part of the 
Chriſtian ſacrifice, which is prayer, thankſ- 
giving, and commemoration ; the mincha 
or offering repreſenting the material part 
thereof, which is a preſent of bread and 
wine; which may very well be called a 
pure offering, not only in reſpe& of Chriſt, 
whom it ſignifies and repreſents, who is a 
tacrifice without all ſpot, blemiſh, and imm 
perfection; der! in reſpect of that purity of 
| conſcience 
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Chriſtians might expreſs their mutual love 
bed the altar. dd bob dec: x 


: euchariſt, to be anſwerable in ſome reſpects 


bloody lacrifices bf the law; that the le- 


chap. xiii. 12. 
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18 The Nature of Preparation 


conſcience and freedom from malice, with 
which it was to be offered.. For it is in that 
ſingular purity that the Chriſtian oblation 
differs from that of the Jews, who were 
not prohibited to offer ſacrifices and other 
gifts, though they were at enmity with one 
another. And it is reaſonable to think that 
the ground for introducing the kiſs of cha- 
rity in tlie apoſtolical times, was, that 


and freedom from malice when they ap- 
The ancients held the oblation in the 


to the legal ſadrifices. They believed, that 
oux bleſſed Saviour ordained the e 
of the euchariſt, as a rite of! prayer and 
praiſe to God, inſtead of the manifold. and 


gal ſacrifices were rites to invocate God by, 
and for praiſing and. bleſſing 
Hhim for his mercies, is evi- 
E, vi. 10. n from ſcripture. Inſtead 
a Chee Th 27. therefore of {laying of beaſts, 

and burning incenſe, where- 
by they praiſed God and called upon his 
name under,the Old Teſtament, our: Savi- 
our under the- New, appointed this .ſacra- 
ment & of bread and wine, as a rite where- 


by 


1 . vii. 9. 


PP 


for the Holy Communion. 19 


by to give thanks and make ſupplication 
to his Father in his name. That as the le- 
gal ſacrifices were types and ſhadows - of 
the great ſacrifice on the croſs, and had a 
relation to Chriſt that was to come; ſo the 
Chriſtian ſacrifice of bread and wine looks 
back, and-has a relation to Chriſt that was 
crucified. __ 

There were alſo among the Jews an an- 
cicnt tradition, -as has been obſerved by 
learned. ien, * T, bat in the time of the 
18 55 491 | _ 


”» 


— Thea Bibliander, Nb. 2. de 8. Trinitate. E. | 
rat apud veteres Hebraos. dogma receptiffumum, in ad- 


Pentu HT. & henedicti cefſotura eſſe omnia legalia ſas, 
nent Nea, antumque celebrandum facrifictum Tboda, c 
and tiarum actions, laudis er confeſſonts 3" 5 


jet: illud peragendum pane et dino; f. Vox Hebræa 


; and ute Melchifedec rex Salem et ſacerdos * ao 2 
> le- dem vel gratia- 

8 Det altifſu Imi temporihus Abraba ami pa- rum actionem. 
| by, nem et vinum protulit. 


The truth of this farther appears, not only from 
the teſtimony;of R. Kimchi, cited by the learned Bi- 
ſhop Hopper, but from the Bereſchis Rabba, that is, 
the larger commentary of the Jews upon Geneſis, 
where R. Phineas is quoted upon the xxviiith of Num- 
bers, ſpeaking thefe words. Tempore Meſfæ omnia 
uerificia ceſſabunt, ſed ſacrificium pans et vini non 
Habit, ſicuti dictum et Gen. xvi. Er Melcbiſedec 
Rex Salem protulit pane et vinum. Et Melchiſede- 
ra- cum 1 9 excipiet 4 „ eee facri Hciorum, 
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2 The Nature of Preparation 


Meſſias all facrifices ſhould ceaſe but that of 
bread and wine, And this oblation of 
the bread and wine is implied i in St Paul's 
parallel of the Lord's ſupper and the fa. 


crifices of the Gentiles : You 
cannot, ſays he, be partakers of 


* Cor. X. 21 


the table of the Lord, and the table of devils; 


becauſe they imply contrary covenants, in- 
compatible one with the other. Now heref 
it is manifeſt, that the table of devils is 
fo, called, becauſe it confiſted of meats of. 


fered to devils, whereby thoſe that eat there- 
of, eat of the devil's proviſion ; therefore 


the table of the Lord is called his table, 
not only becauſe he ordained it, but be- 


cauſe it confiſted of meats offered to him. 
The author of the Epiſtle to the He- 


brews, St Paul, — — the ſame thing; 
We have an altar, fatth he, 
whereof they have no right to 
eat which erde the tabernacle. By which 
it is ein, there was an altar i in de Chri- 
ttian 


- 


| Four dicitur, Pral. cx. Tu es 3 in eternum fe 


cundum ordinem Melc bſedec. 


Rabbi Johai allo, upon the fame chapter of Num- 
bers, {peaks to the ſame purpoſe : Tempore Meſfie 
omnia ſacrificia defment ; facrificium vero pants et vi. 


ni nunguam deſinet. Which he endeavours to confirm 
by eral texts of ſcripture, 


for the Holy Communion. 21 


at of | ſian Church beſides that in the Jewiſh tem- 
+ off ple. and conſequently a ſacrifice, not only 
the ſpiritual one of prayer and thankſgi- 
ving, but the material one of bread and wine 


Jon ſufficiently ſignified by the word eating. 
rs of Ml be firſt Chriſtian writer after the apo- 
1t; tles, St Clement, in his Epiſtle 
„ in- '* the Corinthians, uſes the Locerexorrag 
here Ml phraſe, Mering the gifts, e 
Jr iz the adminiſtration of the ſa- ws 
s of. crament ; and that the ſucceeding writers 


in the Chriſtian Church obſerved the ſame 
ſtyle, is clearly proved by the learned and 


able, pious Mr Mede in his Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
t be. Hence we may obſerve, that the holy ſa- 
him. Nerament conſiſts of two parts, the earthly, 
He. which are the elements of bread and wine; 
ning. and the heavenly, which is the power of 
he, the Holy Ghoſt deſcending at the time of. 
bt (conſecration, and ſanctifying the bread and 
nich wine, and invigorating them with the di- 
Chri- vine virtue of Chriſt's body and blood. 
ſtian! For though, as Theodoret ſpeaks, The 0. 


bols of our Lord's body and blood, ate, 200 


prayer of conſecration, are chan- 5 
TE ged, and become other; yet they 8885 
um- ¶ de , 
Meſſe part not from their own nature, for. they 


remain in their former eſſence, and figure 


onfirm and Habe and are 1 ble and. ſenſible, ſuch 
: as. 
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as before they were. And the prieſt that 
= officiated in the ancient church, not only 
1 rehearſed the evangelical hiſtory of the in- 
1 ſtitution of this holy ſacrament, and pro- 
nounced theſe words of our Saviour, This 
=. is my body, This is my blood ; but he of. p 
| fered up a prayer of conſecration to God, 
beſeeching him, That he would ſend down 
4 his holy Spirit upon the bread and wine 
reſented unto him on the altar, and that he 
would ſo ſanctiſy them, that they might be. 0 
come the body and blood of his Son Jeſus I g. 
bl Chrift : Not with reſpect to the groſs com. 
U -pages or ſubſtance, but only as to the ſpi- fi 
| ritual energy and virtue of his holy Aſh 
N and blood, communicated to the bleſſed 
elements by the power and operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon them; where- II 
by the body and blood Cbriſt is verily and ſn 
indeed taken and received by the fa iehiful i in 
the Lord's ſupper. This prayer is found in N hi 
| all the ancient liturgies; and ſome learn- 
- ed men have thought that St to 


Rom: 2%. 25. Pal alluded to ſomething of 


this nature, when he ſpeaks of the offer- * 
ing of the Gentiles being made acceptable ,, 
by the /andification of the Holy Ghoſt, 


there being no leſs than five gie words 
in ns 


for the Holy Communion. 23 


in that text, as has been obſerved by learn- 
ed men. | 

And as this Chriſtian ſacrifice was deſign- 
ed to render God propitious to us, by re- 
preſenting to him the merits of our. Savi- 
our's ſufferings ;. ſo it was ivſtituted to be 
a ſtanding monument of the infinite love of 
our Saviour, in dying for us; and by eat- 
ing and drinking at God's table, accord- 
ing to Chriſt's appointment, to fix in our 
ſouls the memory of thoſe invaluable bleſ- 
fings he has purchaſed for us, and to com- 
municate to all worthy receivers the bene- 
fit of his. ſacrifice upon the croſs; upon 
which account it is called the communion 
of his body and blood. And it was more- 
over ordained to be a band of union to 
knit Chriſtians together 1 in the ſame fellow- 
ſhip and communion.' Thus the infinite 
love of Chriſt appeared not only in giving 
himſelf to die for us, but in fo far comply- 
ing with the weakneſs of our nature, as 
to inſlitute aud ordain holy E, bortation before 
myſteries as pledges of his receiving the ſacra- 
love, and for a continual re- 
membrance of his death, to our great and 
endleſs comfort. | 

And fince we live in an age.that is incli- 
nable to make all the inberent ”—_ in the 
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bs 7 he Nature of Preparation : 
prieſthood, to be the effects of prieftcraft ; 


my that others take upon them to ſign and 
ieal covenants in God's name, who have 
received no commiſſion to that purpoſe: It 
wall be fit for any man that prepares him- 
ſelf for this holy ordinance, to conſider 
who has the power of admin Hering this Ho- 
ſy ſacrament ; whether laymen, as well as 
clergymen that have received their commiſ- 
fion by ſucceſſion from the apoftles. This 
coniideration, I am ſure, will be of great 
comfort to the faithful members of the 
church of England, which has preſerved 
the ancient apoſtolical government, and the 
primitive orders in a due ſubordination, 


whereby they are ſecured of a right and 


truly canoncal miniftry. 
Now, to ſatisfy ourlelves in theſe enqui- 
ries, we muſt oblerve, that, in.the firſt in- 
ion of this ſacrament, it was celebra- 
ted by our Lord and Maſter Jeſus eee 
He bleſſed the bread and wine, and gav 
both to his diſciples; and he himſelf . 
as the Apoſtle calls him, the Higb-Prieſt 
over the houſe of God. And indeed the 
deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſeems 
to be to ſhew us the difference between the 
two covenants, the nature of the Levitical 
and evangelical prieſthood, what neceſſity 
| = there 


the 


Fr the Holy c 2 * 


there was of a change from one to the o- 
ther; that the evangelical was after the or- 
der of Melchizedec; that our Saviour was 
tigh Prieſt of that order, and that this 
honour he took not to himſelf, but wa. called 
of God to it as well as Aaron was to his. 
This ſacrament being thus inſtituted, and- 
the elements being conſecrated by a prieſt 
at the firſt celebration of it; the- apoſtles 
kept cloſe to their Maſter' s inſtitution; be- 
ing commanded to do the ſame: in remem- 


brance M him ; they conſecrated the ele- 


ments, and gave them to the people, as he 
before did to them; and the ſame did the 


| biſhops, their ſucceſſors after them, and 


thoſe that they appointed. And this was 


% conſtantly and univerſally practiſed in 


thoſe early times, that one inſtance is not 
to be brought to the contrary. 

Beſides, the very nature of a ſacrament 
requires commiſſioned officers for the ad- 
mimſtrations of it. For facraments being 
ſeals of the covenant of grace, of that co- 


venant between God and man, which our 


Saviour purchaſed for us, and confirm 


ed with his blood : Who can feal this co- 


venant unleſs ſuch as are impowered by 

God to tranſact with us in his name? on 

our part, to offer up our prayers and ſup- 
Ms; plications - 


, 


n 
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nlications to him; : and on his, to bleſs us, 
to abſolve us from our ſins upon repen- 
tance, and to ſeal the pardon of them, by 
admittin g us to partake of theſe holy my- 
ſteries. 6 
Io this end the apoſtles were Eraint in 
providing good men to ſucceed them in 
their miniſtry; St Paul was earneſt with 
Titus to ordain elders in every city, and 
with Timothy, to lay hands ſuddenly on no 
man; and in his epiſtles to both, he de- 
ſeribes, and that nicely too, the qualifica- 
tions of thoſe that were to be admitted 
to eccleſiaſtical orders. In the church of 
Corinth there were prophets and teachers, 
helpers and- governors, which were their 
biſhops, prieſts, and deacons. Now what 
need was there of this diſtinction, and of 
this great care and caution in conferring 
orders, if they had no particular powers 
to exerciſe, and that every layman had an 
equal right to diſpenſe them? Our church, 
in aſſerting the ſubremacy of 
ſovereign magiſtrates, has de- 
celared that the mini/tering either of God's 
word, or of the ſacraments, is not given to 
princes, becauſe they are not inveſted with, 
nor have a ſovereign diſpoſal of, the power 
of orders, 


. nt as ad a. ee a. tl; 
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But the practice of the Chriſtian church 


from the beginning of Chriſtianity ſuffi- 


ciently gonfutes the reaſonings of - Theiſ/ts 


and Enthuſiaſts ; and matter ef fact is too 
ſolid and ſubſtantial an argument to be con- 


futed by art and ſophiſtry. St Clement, 1 in 


his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
tells us, when the apoſtles 
planted churches, they made the firſt fruits 
of thoſe they converted biſhops and deacons 
over thoſe that 


And that as the prieſts have the proper ſer- 


Ox. ed.p. 4. $9. 


miniſtries ; ſo the layman is confined 

within the bounds of what is com- 

manded to laymen. And in another place 
which the Lord bath commanded us 10 do, 
we ought to do them regularly and | 
orderly ; our oblations and divine 


ſervices to celebrate them on ſet and appoint- 


ed times. For ſo hath he ordained 5 not 
that we ſhould do them at hap-bazard, and 
without order, but at certain determinate 
days and times ; where alſo and by whom 
he will have them executed, himſelf bath de- 


fined according to his ſupreme will, St Igna- = 


tius, who was diſciple to St John, & bi- 
ſhop of Antioch, in his rin to the Smyr- 


neans, 


ſhould afterwards believe. 


vices appointed them appertaimng to their 


Pa age 87. 5 


he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, Al. thoſe duties 


"62 2) 5 N 
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the biſhop either to bapttze or to celebrate the 
Holy communion ; for whatſoever he hall ap- 


TS 
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neans, p. 6. is more expreſs to this pur- 
poſe Let no man do any thing, lays he, f 
- what belongs to the church, without the bi- 
ſhop: Let that euchariſt be eſteemed firm and. 

valid, which is either adminiſtred by the bi. 
Hop, or by him whom he authoriſes : Whereſo. 
ever the biſhop ſhall appear, there the people 
ought to be; as where Jeſus Chriſt is, there is 
2. Catholic church. It is not lawful without 


prove, that will be acceptable to God, to Bo. 

end that whatſoever is done may be regular 

and of force. And Tertullian teſtifies of the 
Chriſtians of his time, That as 

De Cor Mil, they did receive the ſacrament of 

| altorum inan the eucha riſt in their meetings 

2 refiden before day, fo it was only from 
the hands of their biſhops. 

I would only defire thoſe that are too apt 
to attack the Chriſtian prieſts, as the rebel- 
lious princes did Mofes and Aaron, by inſi- 
nuating, that hey took too much upon them; 
* and by demanding, wherefore 

" they lift up themſelves above the 


congregation of "be Lord? to be mindful of 
their puniſhment, and to confider how 


ſeverely God revenged their infolence, in 
cauling 


S To eee JJ ¼,qi]i‚m . . » .. ... 
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r- cauſing the earth to open her. ai. and ” 
of to ſwallow up them and all their adberenta; | 
. The /econd part of preparation conſiſts in 


thoſe pious diſpoſitions of mind which qua- 
lify us to receive this ſacrament after a wor- 
thy manner, and make us fit gueſts at the 
Lord's table. And therefore, when we 
plead the merit of Chriſt's death and paſ- | 
hon before God the Father in this Chriſtian |} 
facrifice, it ought to be accompanied with a 
molt thankful acknowledgment of thoſe great 
bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed for us 
by his. ſufferings, and with a public pro- 
claiming! to all the world the great ſenſe | 
we have of ſuch invaluable kindnefs : With 

a hearty repentance for all the fins we have 

been guilty of in thought, word, and 

deed'; for this was the end of his death, 

to reconcile us to God, by turn- A4. fu. 19 

ing us from our miquittes : With ot 
firm reſolutions of better obedience ; for hae 
gave himſelf for us, to purify to 
himſelf a peculiar. people, zealous 


Tit. ii. 14. 


76 Wl of good works: With an entire reſignation 
he of our ſouls and bodies to be a reaſonable, 
of W holy, and lively ſacrifice unto. him ; for he 

has the juſteſt claim to us, be- ts il 
in IU cauſe he purchaſed us. at the price © 3 3% 


Y DIS « o blood: With a conſtant endea- 
. 1 
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vur to make ſome proficiency in all the 
virtues of the Chriſtian life; becauſe he has 
obtained for us, by the merits of his ſuffer- 
ings, the grace and aſſiſtance of God's Ho- 
e Spirit, to work in us both 20 

will and to do of his good pleaſure : 
With a readineſs of mind to be reconciled to 
all thoſe: that have offended us ; becauſe. 


Rom. v. 10, 


charity to our brethren, contributing all we 
can to the relief of Chriſt's poor diſtreſſed 
members, by reaſon he was ſo liberal of his 
ineſtimable blood for us: Laſtly, with the 
purity of our intention, ſincerely aiming at, 
and deligning to anſwer all thoſe ends and 


purpoſes for which this holy ſacrament was 
ordained ; and not merely to comply with 


cuſtom, and to qualify ourſelves for a pro- 
fitable employment. 

But then it muſt be noted, chat all theſe 
qulifications are the ſame that we are ob- 
liged to acquire by our baptiſmal vow, and 
are neceflary in the courſe of a Chriſtian 
life, and in the uſe of all other means of 
grace, For except we confeſs our fins with 


an humble, penitent, and obedient heart, 


and are ready to — thoſe that have of- 
fended 


When We Were enemies, We Were 


reconciled to God by the death of 
bis Son: With bearty and fincere love and 


a has 
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fended us, and aſk with faith, even our 
a il prayers and praiſes will find no acceptance 
r. Dat the throne of grace. Indeed charity 
and good will towards all men, was always 
thought ſo neceſſary a qualification for the 


to. 
„ eelebation of this Chriſtian ſacrifice, that 
to in the ancient church at the very entrance 


thereunto the de acon was wont to proclaim, 
Let no man have aught againſt his brother : 
And this practice was founded upon our Sa- 
| viour's ordinance, in his divine ſermon up- 
on the mount, N thou bring- 


. eſt thy gift to the altar, and nn 
\is I there remembereſt that thy brother hath aught 
he Nagainſt thee, leave there thy gift before the 
at, altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled to 
nd un brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
0 Which ſcripture, in the ſenſe of the pri- 


mitive church, was taken to be an evangeli- 
cal conſtitution, implied by way of antici- 
pation, that our Saviour would leave ſome 
fe [rite to the church, inſtead and after the 
b. manner of the ſacrifices of the law, which 
nd ſhould begin with an oblation, as they did; 

an and that, to require this proper and peculiar 
of qualification in the offerer, 20 be at peace 
ith N and without enmity with his brother ; inſo- 
rt, much that Irenzus ſeems to 

of. place that purity of the evan. 
led 1 gelical 


Lib. 3. 
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Chap. i. ver. 11. 


— Malachi, principally i in this 
requiſite. And beſides this, the only duty 
the ſcripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 


| mination. This is St Paul's direction, Let 
a man examine himfelf, and fo 
let him eat of that bread and 
arink of that cup, which, if taken in the 
largeſt ſenſe, for ſearching into the ſtate of 
our ſouls in order to know how far we be- 
lieve and practiſe what is required of us, and 
to amend for the future what has been ami; 
in our paſt conduct, is certainly obliging at 
other times, as well as before the ſacra- 
ment; and it is impoſſible a Chriſtian ſhould 
govern his life with that neceſſary care and 
watchfulneſs that is required, without prac- 
tiſing of it very frequently. And yet I be- 
mu if the ſenſe of St Paul be impartial- 
7 weighed in that matter, it will appear, 
at the.examination he recommends, 1s not 
that of our ſtate and condition towards 
God, and of .our duty in general ; but an 
examination of our ' manner of eating tht 
Lord's ſupper by Chriſt's inſtitution of it, to 
Tee whether our behaviour comports with 
the rules of the inſtitution, and with the 
end for which it was inſtituted. For to re- 
2 | medy 


1 Cor, xi. 28. 
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gelical oblation, propheſied of 


receiving the holy ſacrament, is ſelf-exa. 
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medy the diſorders that were in the church 
of Corinth, in the adminiſtration of the 


uty MW Lord's ſupper, he ſets before them Chriſt's 

the inftitution of the holy ſacrament, that they 
ra · ¶ might acquaint themſelves with the manner 
Let and end propoſed in the partaking of it; ſo 


that by that, every one might examine his 
comportment therein, whether conformable 
to that inſtitution, and ſuited to that end. 


e Of In the account St Paul gives of Chriſt's 
be- inſtitution, he remarks, that eating and 
ny drinking in the ſacrament was no part of 
nil 


common eating and drinking for hunger 
and thirſt, but to repreſent: Chriſt's body 


Tra- and blood to be eaten and drank in remem- 
ul brance of him, or as the apoſtle expounds 
andſhit himſelf, 70 /hew forth the Lord's death. 
rac- 


He moreover obſerves, that this was done 
by all who were preſent, united together in 


put together ſhews what the examination 
here propoſed relates to; for the deſign of 


ardsWl the apoſtle being to reform thoſe abuſes he 


t an found fault with in their celebrating the 


interpret the directions he gives concerning 
it, if we will ſuppoſe he talked pertinently 
to the ſubject in hand; which was to re- 
duce the Corinthians from the irregularities 


iedy wg E : | "_ 


one company at the ſame time. All which 


Lord's ſupper, it is by that alone we muſt 


— 
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they were run into in this matter. And If 
the account of Chriſt's inſtitution be not 
brought in for their examining their car. 
riage by it, and their adjuſting their com. 
portment to it, it will be hard to find a rea. 
ſon for what purpoſe it is here mentioned. 

From whence we may, therefore, gather 
what that unworthy receiving was, which 
is condemned in the Corinthians by St Paul, 
and what was the puniſhment annexed toit. 
It was their diſorderly and irreverent parti. 
cipation of the Lord's ſupper ; it was their 
eating and drinking after an unworthy man. 
ner, without a due regard to the manne 
and end of that holy inſtitution; without 
a due reſpect had to the Lord's body, i in! 
diſcriminating and purely facramental uſe 
of the bread and wine that repreſented it 
It being the cuſtom of the Chriſtians in 
the apoſtolical times to receive the h2ly ei. 
chart after their ſeaſt of charity, where 
in the rich and the poor were wont to en 
together with great ſobriety and tempe- 
rance. In the church of Corinth this me. 
thod was not obſerved ; the poor were nd 
admitted to this common feaſt ; for in eat 
ing every one took before each other his own 
upper ſo that when ſome wanted, other 


were Suilty of ſcandalous exceſs and groß 
intem- 
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id if intemperance: And the effect of it was, 
not They did not diſcern the Lord's body. They 
car. made no difference between the ſacrament 
om. and a common meal; between what was to 
rea. ¶ ſuſtain their bodies, and what was tonouriſh 
ned. their ſouls, So that to eat the bread, and 
ther drink of the cup, in the holy ſacrament, 
hickll without a due and direc diſcrimination had 
dul to the Lord's body, by ſeparating the bread 
toitMand wine from the common uſe, of eating 
art:Mand drinking for hunger and thirſt, was to 
theiſMeat unworthily, The puniſhment annexed 
to theſe miſcarriages, were infirmities, ſick- 
neſs, and temporal death, with which God 
corrected them, that they might not be con- 
demned with the unbelieving, world. By 
which 1t appears, that temporal judgments 
d t muſt be underſtood by the word our tranſ- 
lators render damnation. "Though if theſe 
; q ee judgments had not produced a- 
mendment and reformation, ſuch a con- 
tempt-of holy things might have made 
them obnoxious to the eternal Judgment. of 
God. 

Now it appears farther, by the nature of 
2 cal, theſe puniſhments, that the examination St 
on Paul recommends, referred to the inſtitu- 
then tion of the ſacrament ; ; for if the unworthi- 
Ineſs here ſpoken of, was either unbelief, or 


tem- 85 E 2 VV 
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any of thoſe fins which are uſually made the 
matter of examination, it is to be preſumed 
the apoſtle would not wholly have paſſed 
them over in ſilence: This at leaſt is cer. 
tain, that the puniſhment of theſe fins is 
infinitely greater than that which God here 
inflicts on unworthy receivers, whether they 
who are guilty of them receive the ſacra- 
ment or no. 


ly unfit to receive the holy ſacrament, be- 
ſides i ignorance of the meaning of that holy 
Inſtitution, is the living in the conſtant 
habitual practice of any known ſin without 
repentance. Such a man's approach to the 
holy table would be a mocking of God, 


though the ancient diſcipline of the church 
is at a low ebb among us, yet there is ſtill 


ſinners the communion, and a 
particular order to parochial mi- 
niſters not to admit ſuch. But then it ought 
to be obſerved, that this impenitent ſtate 
makes our prayers. alſo an abomination to 
the Lord; for to profeſs ourſelves ſorry 
for our ſins. and reſolved to forſake them, 
when we have no ſenſe of the one, nor are 
determined to do the * is the greateſt 

affront 


Can. XXVI. 


That then which makes a man abſolute: 


and a great contempt of his authority ; and 


power to debar ſuch ſcandalous and open 


or the Holy Communion. : 
affront imaginable to our Maker; by ſup- 
poſing that either he does not know our 


| hearts, or that he will be pleaſed when we 


draw near to him with our lips, though 
our hearts are far from him. 

There is a caſe, indeed, wherein, I think, 
a man may be ſuppoſed quali ified to attend 
the public prayers of the church, and yet 
that it may be fit for him to abſtain from 
approaching the altar ; which is, when a 
man firſt riſes by unfeigned repentance from 
a deplorable fall into ſome grievous fin ; the 
firſt ſcene of his penitential ſorrows ſhould 2 
paſs in the exerciſe of mortification and 
ſelf-denial, and ſome time may be neceſ- 
ſary to prove the ſincerity of his return to 
his duty. And this is agreeable to the dif- 
cipline of the church in the primitive times, 
when whoever was found guilty of any ſcan- 
dalous fault, was, according to the nature 
of the offence, debarred the communion a 


ſhorter or a. longer time; ſo that it will 


very well become the modeſty of a penitent, 
in theſe looſe times, wherein the Chriſtian 
diſcipline is relaxed, to exerciſe it upon him- 


ſelf; it being reaſonable, that the ſenſe of 


any heinous crime lately committed ſhould 
lo far humble and mortify us, as to make 
Us s ready, and willing to impaſe this penance 

| E 3 upon 
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upon ourſelves ; as thinking ourſelves for 
ſome time unworthy to participate in the 
higheſt and moſt ſolemn act of religion. 
In ſhort, the beſt preparation for the ſa- 
crament 1s a conſtant endeavour to live as 
becomes that holy religion we profeſs. For 
they who really believe the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and ſincerely govern their lives by the 
doctrines and precepts of the goſpel of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, have all that ſubſtantial pre- 
paration that qualifies them to partake in this 
holy ordinance, and ought to receive at any 
time when there is an opportunity, though 
they were not beforehand acquainted with 
it. Indeed when they have a foreſight of 
their communicating, it is very adviſable 
they ſhould trim their lamps, examine the 
fate of their minds, renew their repentance, 
exerciſe their charity, enlarge their devo- 
tions, ſpiritualize their affections; and, in 
order to this, ſhould retire from buſineſs and 
pleaſure, as far as the nature of their cir- 
cumſtances will admit; that by prayer, faſt- 
ing, and alms-deeds, their minds may be 
raiſed to reliſh ſpiritual enjoyments. But 
ſtill great care muſt be taken, that when a 
man is habitually prepared, he do not im- 
poſe upon himſelf ſo much actual prepars- 
tion, as ſhall make him loſe an e 
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of receiving the holy ſacrament, when he 
has not had time to go through with that 
method he has preſcribed to himſelf. —— 

Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour. to anſwer ſome 
objecbrons againſt frequent communion. 
ect. I. The firt uſual objection men 
make, is, that they are unworthy to receive 
the holy ſacrament, and conſequently if they 
approach God's table the y /hall eat and drink 
damnation to ben elbe | 

Anſw. If this objection is made by IND 
who live in a courſe of wickedneſs, it is cer- 
tain as long as they reſolve to continue ſuch, 
they are very unfit to approach theſe holy 
myſteries ; while they are at open defiance 
with God Almighty, break all his laws, and 
refuſe all offers of reconciliation, they ought 
not to be admitted as gueſts at God's holy 
table; and if the diſcipline of the church 
were reſtored, which is founded upon the 
laws of Chriſt and his apoſtles, and ſuffici- 
ently explained to us by primitive practice, 


ſuch refractory ſinners ſhould be excommu- 


nicated and thrown out of the community 
of Chriſtians, and not be re- admitted till 
they had given public teſtimonies of their 
ſorrow and repentance. But all men eaſily 
r the "TORY of this "anole; becauſe one 


J & #4 £1 3 fault 


<4 


OTE —— 
== — 


—— — — — — 
» 


* < 
1716 
I 4 
* 7 7 
% J . 
* 
t, 
i 
: 3 
. : 
1 
— 4 
5 4 
3 
i E 1 
— 3 
— 6 * 
þ 3 
[i 
V wi 
: . 
(6,4 50 
ls z i 
N 4 4 
3 
+ 
4 . 
1 ; 
+ s 
. 
; j 
75 A " 
£ 1 
£ F 2 
TY y 75 
EM 
8 Gat 3 
* 17 
1 
5 T4 1 
«| + 4 
C++ 
'” 17 0 
2 F +3 I 
+: 
1 : 
. * 
. Y 
"X = 
7.7 £ 
Hl CES 
. 
* A 
- 7 - N 
"4b ; - 
14 1 
I 
* oh 
4 l 
7 * * 
81 . 
4 . 
i 
2 } 
7 1 
* =. 
FF * 
9 2 a 
4 mg 
. 
, | 1 
1 1 
; | 
7 | 
; ö 
1 F 
. 4 ; 
: 4 
. 
. 
1 ; B72 : 
23 $3: MR 
Fes ol | 
» 77 . 
. 1% 
*$ $4 4 
. +} 
4 12 
18868 
3Þ N 
o . 
E : ,” 
# Py 
C7 ; 
# 7 175 
J ; 
KY 
„* = 
4 7 4 * 
ie 
3 1 
: Ly 
a i 1 
N 
1 
- 4 1 
n 
1 
24 
1 it, 
11% 
' : 
1 ng 
it i 
1 17 7 
11 
1 | 
FT | 
1 
A ” 
| ' | 
'E BY 
© BF) 
1 
14 
ii 
4 14 1 
' 1 j 
4 Ft 
is 
is : 


. "I OHections againſt 


fault can never juſtify the commiſſion of 


another. 

But if this objection is made by devout 
people to excuſe their not frequenting the 
Chriſtian ſacrifice, they mult conſider that 


this argument, puſhed home, ought to hin- 


der them from ever communicating. For 
if men take the word unworthy. in a ſtrict 
ſenſe, for ſuch perſons as no ways deſerve 
thoſe great benefits that are offered and con- 
ferred in the holy ſacrament, no man ſhould 
ever receive at all, becauſe no man deſerves 
any thing at God's hands, much leſs thoſe 
invaluable bleſſings purchaſed for us by 
Chriſt's death; and yet they that make the 
objection, do venture at ſome great ſolem- 
nities, to approach theſe holy myſteries; 
which makes it wonderful how they can re- 
concile this their notion of unworthineſs, 


with the practice of receiving at ſuch ſea- 


ſons; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe times 
'@ better opinion of themſelves than is con- 
ſiſtent with. Chriſtian humility. But there 


is a great difference to be made between 


_ deſerving that favour, and receiving that 
favour atter a worthy and fit manner. We 


may have no merit to procure: us ſuch be- 


nefits as may be conferred. upon us; and 


yet if We receive : them with a great ſenſe 
| 5 


frequent Communion anſwered. 41 


of gratitude, acknowledging the bounty of 
the giver; with a great ſenſe of our own 
demerit, owning they are infinitely above 
our deſerts; ; with care and diligence to re- 
ceive them in the way and manner pre- 
ſcribed, and with reſolutions of making the 
beſt returns we are capable of; we may be 
truly ſaid to receive ſuch favours after a 
worthy manner, though we are never ſo 
unworthy of the beneffts themſelves. 

The unworthy eating and Eel con- 
demned by St Paul in the Corin- 
thians, has been already explain; WY 
| ed, with the puniſhment annexed to it, 
which will certainly, if ſeriouſly conſidered; 
abate thoſe fears which but too often poſ- 
ſeſs deyout fouls ; and, if they are in earneſt, 
will be able to turn their fears quite on the 
contrary ſide, and make them apprehenſive | 
of provoking God, by negleQing a poſitive 
command of our Saviour, by him laid BOW: 7 
all Chriſtians. þ | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that we muſt be 
perfect and ftrong grown Chriſtians before 
we partake of theſe divine myſteries ; it is 
enough we ſincerely deſire to be ſuch, and 
if ſo, we ſhall find the frequent uſe of the 
boly communion to be the moſt effectual 
means to that purpoſe. We are here w 
| vale 
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| "_ vale of tears ; where mould we ſeck for n 
li comfart, but from the ſource of all jy ill þ 
n 
b 


and ſatisfaction? We are ſurrounded with 
T4 a multitude of temptations; where ſhall b 
ve find ſtrength to refiſt them, but in this rt 
divine armoury? We are loaded with ma- ill 
ny imperfections, and ſometimes, by negli- o 
gence or ſuppriſe, fall a prey to the tempt I 
er; what ſo proper to, waſh aw ſtain, g 
28 that precious ineſtimable blood Which 1 
was ſhed. to that very end and purpoſe? 
So that the very /ex/e of our unwortbineſs, 
if rightly applied, ſhould quicken our zeal 
in approaching frequent], that we might 
become betten. 
Odject. II. Some objed, That the frequent 
uſe of the holy ſacrament may be apt to abate. 
and diminiſh that reverence and reſpect which 
men ought to have for it. 

Anſw. This objection is founded. upon the 
EXPerience men have, that their familiarity 
and intimate converſe with men and things, 

in this world is apt to diminiſh. their value 

and reſpect for them; not conſidering that 
it is quite the contrary in ſpiritual things, t. 

me; frequent uſe whereof is the likelieſt I i. 
means to increaſe our veneration and re- ſſl + 
ſpect towards them. An uninterrupted en- e 
joyment of the good things of this world 


may 3; 
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may very well leſſen our eſteem of them, 
becauſe it convinces us they do not admi- 
niſter that happineſs which they promiſe ; 
but the more we employ ourſelves in ſpirt- 
tual exercifes, we find they produce a ſatiſ- 
faction that riſes above what we expected, 
or worldly men can imagine. The better 
we know men, the more we diſcover their 
frailties and imperfections; ; at a diſtance 
we ſee only the bri vhtneſs of their good 
qualities, but a cloſer correſpondence ac- 
quaints us with their failings ; and therefore 
our familiarity with the beſt of men may be 
apt to abate that reſpect we paid them at a 
diſtance, by reaſon of that mixture of frail- - 
ty which accompanjes their greateſt virtues. 
But the oftener we converſe with God in his 
holy ordinances, the more we ſhall admire - 
his divine perfections, and the more we 
ſhall be diſpoſed to conform ourſelves to his 
likeneſs: For an object of infinite perfection 
in itſelf, and of infinite goodneſs to us, will 
always raiſe our admiration, and heighten 
our reſpe&t and eſteem the more we con- 
template it; it being the diſcovery of fome 
imperfection or ſome flaw, where we 
thought there was none, that leſſens our 
eſteem, and provokes our contempt.  * 
Object. III. Others pretend, That the cu- 
* of frequent communion diminiſhes the 


bref 


a 
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rait and advantage that is to be RO 


Son that divine inſtitution, 


Anſw. .'This objection is nnded. upon 


the unhappy temper of moſt men, who are 
apt to put the greateſt value upon things 
that are rare. and uncommon, and to ne- 
glect, or at leaſt to perform actions of the 
greateſt conſequence after a ſlight and care- 
leſs manner, when they frequently occur. 
But if the fear of falling into this weakneſs 
were a ſufficient reaſon to abſtain from fre. 
quent communion, it would hold with az 
much force againſt frequent prayer, which 
the precepts of the goſpel make neceſſary; 
and therefore as in praying often we at 

length learn to pray well, ſo in frequently 


receiving the holy ſacrament, that fervour 


and appetite ſenſibly increaſes, which is {0 
neceſſary to make us receive with advan- 
tage. If people reap no profit from their 
frequent communions, the fault muſt be 
laid upon the negligence of their lives, and 
upon the ſlight care they take in the exa- 
mination of their conſciences; and if upon 
a ſtrict inquiry they find any ſecret ſin 
unrepented of, any habitual neglect of their 
duty, this great bar to the influence of 

grace muſt. be removed. And if, after 


* they ſtill make. the ſame complaint, 
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they muſt conſider what they mean by un- 


profitableneſs; for it is certain, if we and | 


a right temper of mind, the body an 
blood of Chriſt in the ſacrament is of great 
profit and advantage to us. If we are pe- 
nitent, it ſeals to us the pardon of our ſins; 
if we are ſincere, it fortifies our reſolu 
tions; if we believe, it ſtrengthens our 
faith; and if we are real and in earneſt, it 
inflames our charity; but if we think it 
muſt cure us of all thoſe imperfections which 
are inſeparable from the frailty of our na- 
ture, we deceive ourſelves. The beſt of 
Chriſtians groan under the perverſeneſs and 
impotence of corrupt nature. Or if we 
expect always thoſe heavenly joys and rap- 


pleaſed ſometimes ro” 


* 


. 1 


communicate to his faithful and devout ſer- 8 


vants, we are too preſumptuous; God may 


deny us thoſe foretaſtes of bliſs, to keep 


us humble, and to quicken our induſtry to 


attain them; and if God does not commu- 
nicate himſelPto us after that way and man- 


ner our ſhallow reaſon thinks moſt deſira- 


ble, it does not become us to lay any blame 
upon this divine ordinance; which is cer- 
tainly in itſelf the moſt efficacious means 


to make us juſt and charitable, pious and de- 
vout. And they that owe their ardours = 
| F WT... 


r nh te Ea IT SIE IAG RTE . ING 


— AGAIN ox. 1 


— The, eter — ae. m s 
e [2 _ 
PR rent rnd * N 
S age hh 
we = 


1 
7 
£1 
14 
1 
” 
1 
” 1 
BE 
EFF 7 
117 
19 
4 
1 4 
* 


Z a 
>.% 8 o Web ito, > as 1 
— 2 a 
» r 


„ 
W 
[ 


— — — nee a. es og 
&- n 
. II - 4 
— — 


» = e 


46 9 jeBtions again „% 


clude they are more affected from the rari. 
ty and unuſualneſs of the action, than from 


thoſe that converſe ſeldom with men of 


not being uſed to frequent their company, 
than from the opinion of their true worth 


nouriſhing his ou with this heavenly ban. 


in this particular, and embrace all opportu- 
nities which the providence of God offen 


the altar to their ſeldom approaching the 
holy table, have too much reaſon to con- 


the divine virtue that flows fad it ; like 


great quality and title, the awe they feel of 
their greatneſs proceeds more from their 


and dignity. So that theſe people ſeem ra. 
ther to be under the power of nature than 
the influences of grace. 

I am ſure experience will inform us, that 
the devouteſt ages of the church were 
thoſ2 wherein the practice of frequent com. 
munion moſt prevailed. Never was there 
io much fervour and ſtrictneſs of piety, a 
when the faithful met daily at the Zord': 

table. And in the accounts we have of 
the greateſt ſaints, never any one excelled 
in the virtues of the Chriſtian life, but 
what diſtinguiſhed himſelf by frequently 


quet: 
Nay, I FRE appeal to thoſe holy ſoul 
who live under a {tri ſenſe of their duty 


then 
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them to commemorate the ineffable love of 
their dying Redeemer, whether they do not 
find themſelves more determined to be juſt 
in all their dealings, and readier to relieve 
the neceſſities of the poor; whether their 
affections to the world do not loſe ground, 
and their deſires towards heaven do not 

grow more intenſe and vigorous; whether 


their paſſions are not more calm, and their 


patience and ſubmiſſion to the will of God 
more evident and conſpicuous; whether 


they are not ſenſible of leſs fondneſs for 
life, leſs earneſtneſs for trifles, leſs deſires 


of glory, leſs eagerneſs for profit, and leſs 
concern for whatever the world wor e- 


ſteems? 


Object. IV. It is a objected, That 
men of great buſineſs, either in public or pri- 
vate affairs, may juſtly be excuſed from fre- 
quent communion, becauſe they Dave not leiſure 
to prepare for it. 

Anſw. Any buſineſs, though lawful in its 
own nature, yet if proſecuted to ſuch a de- 
gree as to take men off from the care of 
their ſouls, ought to be laid aſide ; becauſe 
the ſalvation of our ſouls is of much great- 
er conſequence than. any affair that re- 
lates to this world; and wiſe men propor- 
tion their care of a thing according to its 

: Ea worth; 
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worth; they do not ſpend their time upon 


they muſt certainly find a time to die, how. 
* ever careleſs and negligent they may be 
in making a due preparation for it. But, 


religion may ſtand together, provided wei 
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er dangers and temptations he 1s ex poſed 


trifles, and neglect what may be of the 
greateſt conſequence. 1 ſuppoſe they who 
mike this objection deſign to be ſaved, and 
therefore muſt own that their ſouls are of 
greater worth than their bodies, and that 


beſides, the care of our temporal concern 
and our duty to God are very confiſtent, 
A great deal of buſineſs and the duties of 


govern our affairs by Chriſtian principles, 
For though ſuch men have not leiſure for 
1o much actual preparation; yet they may 
have all that habitual preparation upon 
which the great ſtreſs ought to be laid in 
this matter. Nay, even the conſcientious 
diſcharge of their buſineſs is an admirable 
qualification for receiving the ſacrament, 
A man is ſerving God when he follows bis 
calling with diligence, and obſerves juſtice 
and equity in all his dealings; when he 
manages the affairs of the public with f 
delity and honeſty, without ſelling juſtice, 
without oppreſſion, and without ſacrificing 
them to his private intereſt, And the great- 
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to, the greater need he has of God's s grace 
and aſſiſtance, which is abundantly commu- 
nicated in this holy ordinance. When we 


travel in ways frequented by robbers, we 


go well armed and unite companies, "that 
we may be the better able to defend our- 
ſelves. So that the man of buſineſs who 
has any ſerious thoughts of another world, 
ought more eſpecially to lay hold on ſuch - 


| opportunities, which may ſecure him againſt 


thoſe dangers he daily converſes with, and 
which may fortify him againſt thoſe watch- 


ful enemies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 


For as thoſe who have leiſare ought fre- 
quently to receive the holy communion, as 
the beſt improvement of their time; ſo 
they that are engaged in many worldly af- 
fairs ought to come often to the ſacrament, 
and learn how. to ſanQify their employ- 


ments. 


Object. 3h Others think they 00 their 
duty in this particular, if % comply with: 
the command, of \the church, 

WHich enjoins three times in Sunne the 
the year, whereaf Eaſter to be Can. Ki. 
one, and ſo think; themſelves: | | 
excuſed from frequent communion. - _, 


 Anſw, Thele; objeQtors againſt” frequent: 


mmunion quite miſtake the ſenſe of: the 


F 3 | - church: 
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chu. ch i in this injunction, who in her ex- 
hortations excites us to frequent commu. 
nion, and therefore in moſt pariſhes invites 
us at leaſt every month, and in ſome church. 
es every Sunday, and every holy-day ; eſpe- 

cially in cathedrals, where all prieſts and 
8 deacons are enjained at leaſt 
to receive every Lord's day ex- 
cept they have a rea enable cauſe 
to the contrary. All that ſhe fays is, that 
Chriſtians ought to communicate at leaſt 
three times 1n the year, as if that was the 
minimum quod; that is, the leaſt that is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to denominate us Chri- 
ſtians; which if we neglect, we deferve to 
be ſeparated from that body whefeof Chriſt 
is the head, and incur the cenfures of the 
church, which, when rightly diſpenſed, are 
very terrible. I would fain know, if a 
phyſician ſhould tell a man that juſt ſo 
much is abſolutely neceſſary to maintain 
life; if he ſhould eat lefs, he would not on- 
ly endanger his health, but run the hazard 
of ſtarving himfelf; whether a man that 
confines himſelf to ſuch a method would be 
thought to be in love with life, and whe- 
ther thoſe that have good appetites could 
fabfift under ſuch a diſcipline. It is juſt 
the fame- in our. Gs life; ſo many 
times 


Rub. after the 
Communion, 
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times communicating preſerves us from be- 
ing ſeparated from the body of Chriſt, 
which is the lite of a Chriſtian ; except we 
are members of his body, we cannot in 
any ordinary way partake of the favourable 
influences of the head; but this is nor. 
enough in order to our well-being. It is a 

ſign that we are weak and very imperfect 
Chriſtians, if we have ſo ſmall an appetite 
for this ſpiritual food, it is a ſign we have 
little reliſh for the things of God, Let 
us call to mind the fervours of the” primi- 


| tive Chriſtians, who made the commemora- 


tion of our Saviour in the euchariſt a con- 
ſtant part of their public worſhip. As the 
primitive ' piety: decayed, ſo the means of 
maintaining it were leſs frequented; and it 
was the bad lives of Chriſtians, and their 


total neglect of communicating, which made 
the church oblige them to receive at fome 


certain times under the penalty of excom- 
munication. And is it becoming a man, 


that has any ſenſe of the excellency of this 


Chriſtian inſtitution, any value for the pri- 
vilege of being a diſciple of the crucified 
Jeſus, any care of his ſalvation, any de- 
fire of being perfect as God is perfect, ta 
excuſe himſelf from a neceſſary duty by an 
injunction, which was introduced hg the 
| 3 indevotion | 


* 


l 2 he great adage: of 


1 of negligent Chriſtians? It is not 
enough that we are Chriſtians, we muſt 
grow in grace, and the man of God muſt 
be made perfect; of which when we are 
once convinced, we ſhall never neglect fre- 
quent communion, becauſe it is the —_ 
effectual means of attaining it. 


'F — 1 mall! in ſhort lay hefors you 
the great advantages of frequent communion, 
Our intimate converſe with temporal 
things, and our familiarity with the de- 
lights and ſatisfactions of ſenſe, is but too 
apt to take off our minds from ſerious 
thoughts, and to impair that vigour and 
reſolution which ought to be employed 
about the one thing neceſſary. Now fre- 
quent communion keeps 4 lively ſenſe of 
religion upon our minds, and: 1nvigorates 
them with freſh ſtrength and power to 


perform our duty. It is the proper nou- 


riſnment of our ſouls, without which we 
can no mor maintain our ſpiritual life, 
than we can our temporal, without cating 
and drinking 
As — carry theſe Grail * ſinful 
; DEE about us, the world, the fleſh, and 
he devil, . conflant enemies to our 
; Ft £175 E 1 £21 $47 true 
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true happineſs, will be making perpetual 3 
aſſaults upon our virtue, and uſing their 
beſt endeavours to corrupt our innocence : | 
Now frequent communion is the ſovereign 
remedy againſt all their temptations, by mor- 
tifying our paſſions, by ſpiritualizing our 
affections; for how can we yield to an, 
ſinful ſatisfactions that crucified the Lord of 
glory, or fix our hearts upon periſhing ob- 
jects, when God only deſerves, as he x re- 
quires, the whole man? | 

One of the great. advantages of our 
Chriſtianity conſiſts in being made members 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, by reaſon of thoſe 
happy influences we derive from our head ; 
and our happineſs depends upon our enjoy- 
ing this bleſſed privilege. Now frequent 
communion preſerves this ſpiritual union 
inviolable between Chriſt and all faithful 
Chriſtians; by a mutual intercourſe of 
goodneſs and compaſſion in pardoning our 
tins, in ſtrengthening our feeble virtues, 
and in communicating heavenly joys and 
foretaſtes of happineſs ; and on our ſide, | 
by repeated acts of adoration and thank- 
fulnels, of love and admiration, of reſigna- 
tion and ſubmiſſion to his holy will, and of 
fincere profeſſions of con and err "= 
veranee in his ſervice. 8 

g We 
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We are convinced by fatal experience, 
that either through ſurpriſe, or the ſtrength 
of temptation, we cannot always ſtand up- 
right; that we do thoſe things we ought 
not to have done, and leave undone the 
things we ought to have done. Now this 
holy ſacrament perfect our repentance, and 
ratiſiet and confirms to us the pardon of our 
fins g, repairs thoſe breaches which our 
follies have made in our ſouls, and applies 
to us in particular that ſatisfaction which 
our Saviour made upon the croſs, and con. 
veys to us the benefits of that all- ſufficient 


18 ſacrifice, whereby God the Father 1s ren- 


dered favourable and . ee to us miſe. 

rable ſinners. rx - 
In this vale of tears; ies and ca- 
lamities are often the lot of the beſt of 
men. Now where ſhall we find comfort un- 
der theſe difficulties, qr ſtrength to contend 
with them, but from that proviſion that is 
W tere at God's table; from thoſe 
ſufferings which our Saviour endured for 
us, and no ways deſerved himſelf? For who 
can complain of affliction in any kind, that 
conſiders what neceſſary correctives they 
are of our follies, what noble improvements 
of our virtues, and what a teſtimony they 
are of our love and affection to the bleſſed 
„ | Jeſus, 
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Jeſus,. when borne with patience and ſub- 
miſfion; and that withal remembers, that 


his Lord and Maſter was made perfect 


through ſufferings? Beſides, from this di- 
vine nouriſhmeat we receive ſuch comfort- 
able impreſſions, as make the troubles of 
this life loſe their ſting, and it ſupplics us 
with ſuch inward delights, as ſurpaſs all 
expreſſion, and which are only felt by thoſe _ 
that frequently make the experiment. 

This is the moſt proper method to make 
our bodies temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| and the moſt effectual means to fit and pre- 


pare our ſouls for the eternal enjoyment of 
God. ws 2 NNE MLS 


Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew* the particular care 
the church of England has taken to prevent 
the profanation of theſe holy myſteries. 

Such is the wiſe diſcipline of our holy 
mother the church of England, that both 
by her rubricks and canons ſhe trains us up 
by gradual ſteps, from our infancy, to a 
worthy participation of this Chriſtian ſacri- 
fice. For in our baptiſm ſhe requires ſpon- 
ſors, who ſhall ſtipulate for us, and give 
ſecurity for our Chriſtian education in the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, and in the com- 
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munion of the catholic church; they being 


engaged not only to inſtruc. 


Exhortation at the us in all the neceſſary point: 
apt. g faith, but are charged to 
take care, when we are fit, 
that we be brought to the bifbop for confir- 
mation. This is an additional ſecurity to 
that duty, which nature and Chriſtianity 
has laid upon parents, and a happy provi- 
ſion in caſe of their mortality. And not the 


ſureties only, but the pariſn prieſt or cu- 


rate is particularly enjo 2 to catechiſe, 10 


inſtruct, to Examine the youth, 


CG li . b . Int If 
ren and the common people, in the 


principles of the Chriſtian religion, according 


zo the church catechiſm ; which catechiſm 
is an excellent abridgment of all thoſe 
things which are neceſſary to be believed 
and practiſed in order to the welfare of our 
ſouls. And farther, the church requires, 
chat none be preſented to the biſhop for 
Rabeick air the an account of their faith ; of 
| which the miniſter, who is to 
preſent them, is to be the judge; and not 
even then to be confirmed, unleſs the b:/bop 
- approves of them, which ſup poſes ſome trial 
and examinat;on on his — To all this 
| the pradently adds this! important rule, That 
none 


confirmation, till they can give 


about Communicants, 37 


none be admitted to the holy com- 

munion, until ſuch time as they be Foc 
confirmed, or. be ready or defirous' © b 
to be confirmed. The great reaſon whereof 
is, that ſhe may be ſatisfied that thoſe who 
promiſediby their ſureties in baptiſm, do re- 
new and confirm the contract then made, and 
that they will evermore endeavour them- 
ſelves faithfully to obſerve ſuch things as, by 


their ow, nconfeſſion, they have aſſented un- 


to, And ſtill to preſerve the dignity of the 
holy ſacrament, her miniſters are obliged, 
according to theldirection of the ancient ca- 


nons, as well as our own, to admit 0 notorious . 


offenders, or declared [chiſmatics, | 
to the participation of it. That 
this. method may be more effectual, and 
that no unqualiſied perſon may ſurteptis 
tiouſly intrude, rangers front 


K. 
other pariſbes are not to be re- * 


ceived to the holy communion dls many 
as intend to be partakers of it, ſhall. / 1 gmify 2, 


their names to the curate. at 
beat Jome time the day before; Read * 0 


be fore the com- 


that notorious ill livers may muuion. 

be admoniſhed of cheir faults, | 
and that.ſuch as live 1n alibb 1 
and are at variance with one another, may 
be reo ed, kid; give proofs: of their re- 


: pentance 


Can, xxyi, xxyil, 


\ 
| 
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pentance, before they preſume to come and the 
offer their gifts. When warning is given yh 
for the celebration of the holy communion, wt 
the whole congregation is put in mind of to 
their duty by a pathetical exhortation by 
And if any have ſuch a ſenſe of their ſing, 
that they cannot quiet their own con. 
ſciences, they are adviſed to conſult their 
| ſpiritual guides, and 70 open 
Fit entoration © their grief, that thoy may 2 
Sunday or rot ce ive ghoſtly counſel and ad. 
communion = vice, with the benefit of abſs 
lution. And even in the be. 
ginning of the communion ſervice, the prieſt 
that officiates lays before the communicants 
the danger of unworthy receiving, and in. 
vites only ſuch to approach as habe the re 
quiſite qualifications. So that if ping edi. 
cation, if the ſolemn ratifying our baptiſm vow, 
if conference with our ſpiritual Fuides, if a 
particular probibition ¶ notorious offenders, 
and the earneſt exbortation M our paſtors, can 
ſecure theſe holy myſteries from being abu- 
ſed, it muſt be owned our church has taken 
ſufficient care to. prevent it. Let them 
only conſider who neglect the obſervance of 
ſuch admirable — how they will be able 
to anſwer it at the great day, and how far 
"_ are _ of _ ons, * 
wddey 
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_ might prevent by a due diſcharge of 
what the church requires from them, and 
which they are under ſuch ſtrict obligations 
to obſerve; and how far they give occalion 
by their neglect to thoſe ſchiſms, which are 
made upon the pretence pf, the ſcandalous 
practices of that kid 1 

Upon this fubject F anne; Faber re- 
commending to the reverend clergy, with 
great ſubmiſſion, the advice of St Chryſo- 
tom, Which he Se in his 83d Mami) on 


whoſe Epiſcopal ji "ev Wage a8 W as the 
great opinion the Chriſtian, world had of 
his great parts, and eminent- piety, makes 
him very fit to be liſtened to in this particu 


re. lar: For he does not more earneſtly preſs 


the duty, than he does, plainly aſſert the 
mthoricgy of the ſagerdotal power to effect 
Let no Judas, ſaith he, no lover of mo- 
= be preſent-at this table. He that is not 
Chriſt s diſciple, tet him depart fromAt, : Let 
no inhuman, no crued, perſon, no incompa ſ | 
ionate man, or who. ig impure, come hither 5 
I ſpeak this to you that adminiſter, as Wel! 
as to you who partake ; for it is necefſary T 
Jpeak theſe things to you, that you may take 
great care, and uſe your utmoſt, diligence to 
dſeribute we. offerings aright : For your 


G 2 puniſhment: 
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uniſhment will be great, if knowingly you 
ffer any wicked *perſor to partake of this 
zavle, for his blood ſhall be required at your 
Bands.” Wherefore if uny general, any pro. 
vincial governor, or the emperor him ſelſ, be 
net worthy, repel him; for thou [gion great: 

er power or authorit than Dee 
1 am ſenſible it dy be objected, that the 
fame laws that oblige perſons to receive thi 
holy ſacrament as à qualification for an of. i © 
fice, do oblige the clergy to admit them 
But then it muſt be conſidered, that the 2 
power which Chriſt has inveſted his church 
with, of admitting perſons into her eommii. 
nion, and excluding them from it, no hu. 
man laws can deprive her of. And therefore 
when the laws require men to receive this 
Holy ſacrament to qualify themſelves for ot- 
fies, they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt 
firſt qualify themſelves aceording to the ho- 
1y laws of the church, which are founded 
on thoſe of the goſpel... So that it would 
be a great injury to our legiſlators to ima. 
gine, that if an unbaptiſed, or excommu- 
nic 2 perſon, a Deiſt, or a notorious ſinner, 
fhould happen to obtain an office, that they 
intended to oblige the chtreh to admit per. 
ſons under theſe bad diſpþfitions t to oy par- 

erg dl the bleſſed 3 
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Sixthly, I ſhall add ſome directiont as to 
the manner of performing this duty of re- 
ceiving the holy ſacrament, with eee de 
votions on ſuch accaſion .. | 

As to the reverence. aſl our n our 
aut wand, behaviour ought to be governed 
by ſuch meaſures as the church directs. For 
this reaſon, as well as becauſe it is the hum 
bleſt poſture, we muſt. receive the holy ſa- 
crament upon our knees; which is moſt pro- 
per, when we are at the ſame time making 
our addreſſes to the great Majeſty of hea- 
ven and earth. The ancient Chriſtians, in 
the time of St Cyril o Jeruſalem, received 
the conſecrated element of bread  Catech, ]. 
into the palm of their right 4g. 5. 118. 
hand, which being ſupported by their left 
was ſo carried to their mouths, that no por - 
tion of that divine nouriſhmeit could fall. 
to the ground. Bam not certain that the 
church means this, when ſhe orders her 
officer to deliver. the. ſacrament: Rubrick after: 
to the people into their hand; conſecrations, 
but I think! the expreſſion ſufficiently, j Ju- 
ſtifies it, and there fore every communicant 
may take the liberty of making uſe of it. 
And as we are to kneel or ſtand, as the 
n A Whyge 101 — it 18 wo we 6 — 
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not deviate from ſome devout cuſtoms that 
are ſo eſtabliſhed by ancient and general 
practice, which in time to come may have 
the force of a law. It is by ſuch rules 
that a beautiful uniformity; is created in our 
deportment, as well as in our petitions. 
And all our different poſtures ought to be 
uſed with ſuch gravity and ſerionſnæſr as 
may demonſtrate how intent we are when 
engaged in this Chriftian facrifice;; and yet 
without ſuch affectations and particularities 
as are apt to diſturb thoſe that are near 2 
and give occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, 


acting a formal hypoerrtical part. To this 


_ when we put our bodies into a pray- 


poſture, with which I think leaning and 


Ain ſeems very inconſiſtent, we ſhould do 
well, when upon our knees, to fix our eyes 
downward, that we may not be diverted: by 
any objects near us; at the ſame time re- 
folving not to ſuffer them to gaze about, 
whereby they do but fetch in matter for 
wandering thoughts. A farther help to 
this attention, is great ſilence; therefore we 


ſhould never join aloud with the miniſter 
but where it is enjoined, '<endeavouring to 


make the reft our own by a hearty Amen. 
The ſame care ſhould be taken about thoſe 
private prayers we make uſe of at the al- 


r , , oi ie: 
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tar, which ought to be pronounced ſo ſoft- 
ly, that they may not diſturb the devotion 
of our fellow Chriſtians that are near us. 
We muſt particularly remember, not to re- 
peat after the miniſter what peculiarly re- 
lates to his office; which I mention the ra- 
ther, becauſe I have frequently obſerved 


ſome devout people following him that of- 


ficiates, in the exbortation and abſolution, 
as well as the confe/ton ; which, if thorough- 
ly. conſidered, mult be judged a yery abſurd 
and improper. expreſſion of the peoples de- 
votion, becauſe 8 Atioguilhing mark. of 
the prieſts offic 

As to the reverence of our minds, it oughs 
to conſiſt in ſuch: intenſeneſ and application 
of thaught, as may engage our hearts, as 
well as our lips, in this ſolemn ſervice; in 
ſuch fervency of affection, and in ſack a 
meaſure of importunity, as may ſhow how 
defirous we are of the mercy which we re- 


queſt, and how highly we value and eſteem 


what we aſk for. To this end we ought 


with great attention to accompany the man 


of God that adminiſters, throughout the 
whole office, which is admirably framed 
and compoſed to expreſs all thoſe pious dif- 
poſitions and devout affections, which well 


prepared minds ought to exerciſe upon ſuch 


occalions, 
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occaſions. Thus our repentance is exprel. 
ſed in the confeſſion and abſolution ; our cha- 
rity, in relieving our poor brethren by a li- 
beral offering, in praying for all conditions 
of men, and in forgiving thoſe that have 
offended us; our humility, in acknowled. 


of better obedience, in preſenting ou res 
reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifices ur 


God; our praiſes and thankſpivings, inthe. 


munion. And when others are communi-.. 
cating, we may enlarge ourſelves upon theſe 
ſubjects, always taking care that our pri - 
vate devotions give place to thoſe that are 
public, and that we lay aſide our own 
prayers, when the miniſter TMs OO us to 
join with him. | 4 
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| wie the ſermon” is ended, we 
= ſhoul endeavour, as ſoon as we 
can, th" compoſe ourſelves, for the devout 
celebration of the Chriſtian ſacrifice ; and 
while-the miniſter is preparing himſelf to 
attend the holy table, that time, before 
the eommunion office begins, may be well 


employed in 1 God's E to al. 


ſiſt us in the right di NR 
ſervice we are about, to perform. 


Miel * 


A Prayer to e our Minds for the * 
_ vout Celebration ＋ the Hoey Myſtexieri.. 


Krit G0 by who great bounty - 


and infinite goodneſs I have now an op- 


portunity offered me of approaching. thy 
altar, and of pleading before thee the pre- 
vailing merits of the death and. paſſion of 
By” PPh: relle Chriſt I. am Lale 5 
55 or 
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Lord, of my great unworthineſs to par. 
take of this Chriſtian ſacrifice ; but the po. 
ſitive command of my bleſſed Saviour, when 
he was about to lay down his life for my 
ſake, has made it abſolutely neceſſary; and 
the many ſpiritual wants I labour under 
oblige me to apply to this ſovereign reme- 
dy to repair thoſe breaches my gol tab 
lies have made in my ſoul. 

Affiſt me, therefore, O Lord” with thy 
holy Spirit in the duty and ſervice I am 
about to perform ; grant that nothing, du- 
ring all the time of this holy action, may 
Bite me forfeit that reverence and reſpe& 
Which I owe unto thy divine Majeſty, or 
that attention which becomes the celebra- 
tion of theſe holy myſteries. Touch me 
with ſuch an awe of thy preſence, as may 
fix my wandering thoughts, compoſe my 
tumultuous affections, ſtir up my flat and 


cold deſires, that L may feel the power, 


and taſte the [weetneſs of this divine han- 
qu et. 5 453 * 


That T may have fach 2 ſenſe of my Sa- 


viour's ſufferings, as may fill my ſoul "with 


love and gratitude towards him for thoſe 
Ineftimable benefits he has purchaſed for 


me : that I may have ſuch a ſight of my 


fins, which occaſioned all his ſorrows, as 
: heartily 


a Devotions for the Altar. 6 - 


heartily to bewail and deteſt them ; ſuch a 
faith in that full, perfect oblation and ſa- 
tisfaction made upon the croſs for the fins _ 
of the whole world, that 1 may ſo impor» 
tunately ' plead the merit of it in this com- 
memoration of that ſacrifice, as to render 
thee gracious and propitious to me a miſe- 
rable ſinner; ſuch a conviction of my own 
weakneſs and inſufficiency, as may procure 
wy gracious aid and afliſtance ; ſuch long- 
ing defires of being made conformable to 
thy holy will and pleaſure, as may tranſ- 


form me into thy divine image, and fix me 


to continue thy faithful ſervant all the re- 
maining days of my life. 

I profeſs, O Lord, a firm and vigorous 
reſolution to reſiſt all impertinent thoughts 
or wicked ſuggeſtions that may any ways 
oppoſe my holy purpoſes ; I will never con- 
ſent to them ; my fincere defign 1s to offer 
thee a ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving ; 
to love and adore thee as the God of my 


life, as my portion which I have choſe in 


the land of the living, and which I hum- 
bly beg may be my happineſs to all eterni- 
ty, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt m 
Saviour. E 
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The communion ſervice begins with 
ſome ſentences collected out of the holy 


feriptures proper for the occaſion; hich 


do with great energy enforce. the duty of 
charity, which we are called upon to exer. 
ciſe at this time, The oblations of the 
primitive Chriſtians were upon ſuch occa. 


lions offered in ſuch great abundance, that 


their clergy were thereby liberally maintain. 


ed, and all neceſſaries provided for divine 
adminiſtrations, as well as for the relief of 


the poor; but now that a ſtated mainte. 


nance is ſettled upon thoſe that wait at the 
altar, theſe collections are particularly ap- 


plied to the ſupport of the neceſſitous; not 
but that the diſtribution belongs to the mi- 
niſter, who may hare i in it himſelf if his 
wants require it. The apoſtle adviſes, 
x Cor. xvi. 1, 2 


every Lord's day; and from 


his n, the church invites us to give 


alms ſo often, whether there be a commu— 
nion or no; but this apoſtolical cuſtom of 
weekly collections i is now, generally omitted, 
and wholly laid aſide. It would be well in- 
deed if a means could be found out to re- 
vive e them ; that ſuch oblations might ac- 
company 


\ 


that theſe collections be made 
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company all our ſolemn ſervices upon the 
Lord's day. | 
Till then we ſhould be more liberal in 
the performance of our alms-deeds at the 
altar, to which the following ſentences ex- 
hort us both from command and example:; 

by ſhewing us how reaſonable it is in itſelf, 

how acceptable to God, and how profitable 
to us both in this life and the next; by re- 
preſenting to us the great fin as well as 
danger of omitting it. They farther in- 
ſtruct us in the objects that are to be ſup- 
een by our oblations, which are 5 
clergy, and all the poor, eſpecially Chriſti- 
ans; in the meaſures of it, liberality and 
chearfulneſs ; and lay down the end we 
ought to propoſe to ourſelves, which is the 
glory of God. All theſe ſentences are 
read by the m iſter during the collection, 
with ſuch a paule generally between each 
text, that the communicants have leiſure 
to make a ſhort meditation upon each of 
them, of which. I ſhall give an example 
for the aſſiſtance of thoſe that want fuch 
help 

I. L your light fo /hine before men, that 
they may ſee your good works, and glori ify 
your Father which is in heaven. St Matth. 


V. 16. 1 : 
H Grant 
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Grant, O God, that I may ſet that ex. 
ample of charity to my neighbour, which 
thou requireſt, that it may redound to thy 
honour and glory, from whom I receive 
the power to do any-thing that is good; 
and that by ſuch viſible effects of thy 
grace, my neighbour may be attract ed 0 
know and love thee. 

2. Lay not up for yourſelves treaſures up. 
on earth, where the moth. and ruſt doth cor. 
rupt, and where thieves break through and 
fteal but lay up for yourſelves treaſures in 
heaven, where neither ruſt nor moth do cor: 
rupt, and where thieves do not break through 
gnd ſteal. St Matth. vi. 19, 20. 

I renounce, O Lord, all inordinate affec- 
tions to the things of this world, which are 
fading in their nature, and liable to innu- 
merable accidents. I will © my mind up- 
on the enjoyments of thy igdom, which 
are everlaſt ing, and prepare myſelf for them, 
by doing good to the ſouls and bodies of 
men. 

2. Wat ye le that men ſhould 
do unto you, even ſo do unto them, for this 1s 
. the law and the prophets. St Matth. vil. 
IIS» | 

Let this golden rule, O Lord, govern 


all my actions, let me relieve the eehte, 
? 
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ex. of my fellow-Chriſtians; ; becauſe I ſhould 
ich expect ſupport, if 1 were in their circum- 
thy ances : This is moreover the beſt expreſ- 
ive fioo of my love to him, wherein thou haſt 
d ; MW made fo great a part of religion to conſiſt. 
4. Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doth the will of my Father which | 
is in heaven. St Matth. vii. 21. 

We are happy upon any terms, O bleſ- 
ſd Jeſus to be admitted into thy kingdom; 
the belief of thy holy doctrine ſhall appear 
in my life and converſation, and J will uſe 
all the means of grace thou haſt eſtabliſn- 
ed, in order to purify my corrupt nature, 
ind to enable me to do the will of thy hea- 
venly Father. | 

5. Zacheus ſtood forth and ſaid unto the 
Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
1 give to the poor, and if I have done any 
wrong to any man, 1 reſtore fourfold. St 
Luke xix. 8. 

I am reſolved, O Lord, to perfect my re- 
ould Npentance, by reſtoring to the right owner 
15 is whatever I unjuſtly poſſeſs, by making ſa- 

vii, Itisfaction to thoſe I have any ways wrong- 


ed, and by ſhewing mercy to the poor, 
vern which will entitle me, to thy mercy, O 


ties Lord, when I ſtand molt in need of it. 
ol It 2 -: 2 54hg 6. Who 
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6.4 2 gocth a warfare any time at "AY 
own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof 2 Or who feed. 
eth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the 


Nock 1 Cor. ix. 7. 


May thy officers, O Lord, in thy ſpiri— 


tual warfare, be always ſupported ; may 


the huſbandmen of thy vineyard be plen- 
tifully rewarded ; and may the paſtors of 


thy flock receive abundant recompence for 


all their care and pains. 
7. If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual 
33 ig it a great matter if we ball rea 


your worldy things? 1 Cor. ix. 11. 


Grant that I may always reverence thy 
prieſts, becauſe they have a peculiar rela- 
tion to thee; that I may fincerely love 
them, and chearfully provide for their 
maintenance; becaule of thoſe great bene- 
fits I receive from their adminiftrations. 

8. Do you not know that they, who mini- 


er about holy things, live of the ſacrifice; 
and they, who wait at the altar, are par- 


takers with the altar? Even ſo hath the 
Lord alſo ordained, that they, who preach 


the goſpel, ſhould live of zhe gojpet. 1 Cor. 
6.74. 


Under the legal Gifpcniition thou didft 


* O Lord, . for thy 0 


Ones. 


— 
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toner. Under the goſpel thou haſt declar- 
1nd ed thy labourers worthy of their bire. Let 


. me religiouſly obſerve what thou haſt or- 


the dained, that I may never deprive them of 
meir juſt rights by any ſacrilegious en- 

ri- N eroachmefits, but be ready always to con- 

ay tribute to their comfortable ſubſiſtence. 

en. 9. He that ſouetb little, ſhall reap little, 


of N and he that ſoweth- plenteouſiy, han reap: 
for N plenteouſly ©: Let every man do according as: 
be is diſpoſed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
ual 07 neceſſity 5* for —_— loveth a 9 170 


2aþ 2 Cor. ix. 6, M. 

In my 5 —— to ti miniſters and: 
to the poor members of thy body, let, O 
Lord, the willingneſs of my mind, and the 


fering 3. that I may never confine myſelf to 
the narroweſt meaſures, but rather exerciſe 
ſelf-denial. in order to relieve them; for 
thy bounty, which ſuffers not the leaſt ſer-- 


ly recompenſe our larger charities. | 
10. Let him that i taught in the word... f 


things: Be not deceived, God is not mocteu, 


Lr whatſoever a man. fowerb that * be 
14 N "OP vi. hes T: 


poly Þ H e 


nes. 14+ 4441 


argeneſs of the gift, recommend the of- 


vice to loſe its reward, will more abundant- | 


miniſter unto him that teacheth, in all good | 
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Thou haſt, O Lord, rejoiced the . 


. of thy ſervant with the knowledge of thy 
Heavenly truth : As I deſire to render Praiſe 
to thy goodneſs for this. great bleſſing, ſo 
I deſire to be thankful to the {inſtruments 


of this thy favour, that their lives may be 


made eaſy and comfortable, whom thou þ 
haſt ordained for men in things,pertgining 


to thyſelf. 0 ö We. 
Ii. While,we have toms, let 17 do good un. 


— to all men, and eſpecially unto them that are 


of the houſehold of faith, Gal. vi. 10. 
Make me, O Lord, ready to embrace all 
occaſions of. doing good to all men; be- 
cauſe they are thy creatures: but let the 
members of the ſame body, all neceſſitous 
Chriſtians particularly, ſhare in my. bene- 


— ficence; for they are the peculiar enn of 


thy mercy and. tenderneſs. 


12. Godlineſi is ꝓreat. riches, if a man te | 


content with: that he hath ; for we. brought 
nothing into the world, neither may Los Care 
l thing - gut. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7 | 
_ Our happinels, O Lord, conſiſts not in 
our abundance of riches, but in the dil- 


charge of a gogd. ,conſcience towards God 


and man, and in fubmiſſign to thy holy 
will. Let my care be for thoſe. things 
which will laſt for ever, and not for the pe- 
Taman 


As « 1 G n 


10 diſtribute ; laying up in ſtore for themſelves: 
a good foundation againſt the time th come, 
that they may attain eternal [i e. 2 Tim. vi. 
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riſhing things of this life, which death will 
cn— ſtrip me of. | - 

Charge them who. are rich in this, 
„ that they be ready to give, and lad 


17, 18, 19, 

O my God, as 1 enjoy zoos effects of thy 
bounty, ſo grant that I may rejoice the 
heart of my poor neighbours, by a plenti- 


ful diſtribution; this will make my wealth 
a true bleſſing in this world, and through 


5 infinite mercy ſecure the happineſs of 
the next... 
14. God is not 2 that be will: 


forget your works and labour that procced- 


eth of love, which love you. have ſhewed for-- 
big names ſake, who: have miniſtered unto. 
the . and you! do miniſter. Heb. vi. 
LO. rs © z 


There is no merit in our beſt works, O- 
Lord; but we hope for a: reward from thy: 


goodneſs, which hath promiſed, and from 


thy truth, which: will; perform it. Let but 


love animate our offerings; and we are aſ- 
ſured thou wilt EW a favourable "_ to- 
wards then 301% bia N 5 
| 10 V 1 don | 18,25 
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. To do good, and to diſtribute, forget 


5 for with ſuch ſacrifices God 5 is well Plea- 


fed. Heb. xi10496. 

Do I know ſacrifices, O my God, that 
will pleaſe thee, and ſhall-I not offer them. 
O how happy doſt thou make thy poor crea- 
tures, in putting it into their power to do 
any thing that is acceptable to thee! I will 
readily catch at every opportunity of doing 
good to the ſouls and bodies of men, for 
therein is thy delight. 


16. Whoſo hath this world's goods, and 


ſeeth his brother have need, and fhutteth 
up his bowels of compaſſion from him, how 
dwelleth the _— of God 3 in him? 1 St Jour 
ili. 1 

Wl 1 3 to love thee, O my 
God, if my neceſſitous brother finds not the 
effect of it. Thy providence has made him 


the object of my charity, and thou haſt 


thereby conſulted my greater good, in gi- 
ving me thereby an occaſion to teſtify the 
178 of my love towards thee. 


Give alms of thy goods,. and never 
1 by face from any poor man, and then: 
the face of the Lord ſhall not be turned any 


From thee. Tobit iv. 7. 
I am undone, O Lord, except;thou ook: 
eſt upon me with an eye of mercy; there- 
ſore 


a 
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er fore 1 will regard the cry of the poor, be- 
a- | cauſe the merciful ſhall obtain mercy, 
18. Be mercifut after thy power ; if thou 


at t much, give plenteoufly ; if thou baſt 

n. little, do thy diligence gladly to give of 

a- that little, for ſo gaiberc/t thou thyſelf a | 

lo MW good reward: in the "ny 6 neceſſity. Tob. iv. 

Il 8, 9. | 

g It is fit, 0 1 , that thou who giveſt 

or me all, ſnould be acknowledged with a pro- 
portionable ſhare; and yet ſo great is this 

4 | goodneſs, that thou rewardeft the ſmall re- 

5. turns we are able to make, with comfort 

and ſupport in the day of neceſſity, and 

nia the hour of 'death. _ 

19. He that hath pity upon the poor, 

7 lendeth unto the Lord ; aud look, what he 

de /ayeth out, it Mae be paid bim again. Prov. 

m- ix. 17. 

ſt What haſt thou not done, O Lord, to 

i= | provoke me to good works? Thou conde- 

e ſcendeſt to be a debtor to thine own crea- 

tures, and I ſhould be juſtly counted worſe | 

„than a brute, could I refuſe to lend upon 

n: | fuch advantageous terms. i 

20. Blefed is the man that provideth for: 1 


the fick and needy, the Lord /hall deliver 
him in the time of trouble, Pſal. xli. I. , 


j ; 3 _ / 


i | 


can make us happy; let me never be ſo 


% | 
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It is thy bleſſing, O Lord, alone, that * 


much wanting to myſelf . as to neglect thoſe 


and art pleaſed to take as done to thy ſelf. 


ty before any temporal ſatisfaction; becauſe 


[ 
means thou haſt preſcribed 1 in order to at- 0 
| tain it. | 


thee I have received it, and to thy holy 


mony of thy right to all I enjoy, and as 


love to thee, And grant that all my alms- 


While the miniſter reads theſe exhorta- 


tions to charity, the communicants make 
their offerings, which ought to be done 


with a ſhort prayer for God's nee, 


4 PRATER when WE er our alm. 


— 


Acknowledge, O Lord, that all I polſeſ⸗ 
is the effect of thy bounty; ; it is from 


name be the glory. Accept of this free- 
will offering from my hands, as a teſti- 


an exerciſe of that love and charity to my 
neceſſitous brethren, which thou requireſt, 


O my God, I am reſolved to prefer my du- 


thy favour is better than life, I will dedi- 
cate a part of thoſe good things thou haſt It 
beſtowed upon me to relieve the poor, be- iſh ., 
cauſe- thou haſt made it an evidence of my p 


deeds 


N 
, 
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deeds may be performed with ſuch purity 
and intention of mind, and with ſuch a 
proportion to what thou haſt given me, that 
they may be acceptable in thy ſight, through 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord * 
Sarin Amen. . 


When the offertory is finiſhed, the 3 
deſires God to accept of our alms, and of 
thoſe oblations of bread and wine, which ' 
he is now about to couſecrate, whereby they 


may become to us the body and blood of 


Chriſt ; in which we are to join with the 
greater fervour, becauſe we are ſo particu- 
larly concerned in the acceptance of thoſe 
holy gifts. And at this time it is that we 
exerciſe another ſort f charity, by offer- 
ing up our interceſſions for the church mi- 
litant, for all eſtates and conditions of men; 


that God would be pleaſed to hear us for 
them, by virtue of the ſacrifice of his Son, 


which we are about to commemorate. And 
we now thank God for all bis ſervants de- 
parted this life in his faith and fear; be- 
cauſe it is by virtue of the ſame ſacrifice 
they will obtain their perfect conſummation 
and bliſs. How conformable this is to the 
practice of the ancient church, is well known 

| | to 
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to thoſe who are ſkilled in eccleſiaſtical hi. |f © 
| ſtory. | | | | > = | thi 
| | | 15 a | 5 : ne 
Let us pray for the whole ſtate of Chriſt's church ble 
militant here on earth. 5 lif 
. nn = | or 
| \ Lmighty and everlaſting God, who by thy holy Ml "© 
apoſtle has taught us to make prayers and ſup. thi 
plications, and to give thanks for all men: we hum. di 

55 7 ; bly beſeech thee moſt mercifully 

* If there be no alms [* o accept our alms and ob. 


00 3 a e lations, and] to accept theſe our 
= = be [ol and & Prayers, which we offer up unto 
lations [be Left out un- thy divine Majeſty, beſeeching 
aid. tthee to inſpire continually the 
univerſal church with the ſpirit of 
truth, unity, and concord : and grant that all they 
that do confeſs thy holy name, may agree in the truth 
of thy holy word, and live in unity and. godly love 
We beſeech thee alſo to ſave and defend all Chriſtian 
kings, princes, and governors and eſpecially thy ler- 
vant GEokGE our king, that under him we may be 
godly and quietly governed : and grant unto his 
whole counſel, and to all that are put in authority un- 
der him, that they may truly and indifferently minifter 
juſtice, to the puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, and Al 
to the maintenance of thy true religion and virtue. 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all biſhops and ; 
curates, that they may both by their life and doctrine MW 
ſet forth thy true and lively word, and rightly and 

_ duly adminiſter thy holy ſacraments. And to all thy 
people give thy heavenly grace; and eſpecially to this 
congregation here preſent, that with meek heart and 
due reverence they may hear and receive thy holy word, 
truly ſerving thee in holineſs and righteouſneſs fas 
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days of their life: and we moſt humbly beſeech thee, 

of thy goodneſs, O Lord, to comfort and ſuccour all 
them who in this tranſitory life are in trouble, ſorrow, 
need, ſickneſs, or any other adverſity : and we alſo _ 
bleſs thy holy: name, ho all thy ſervants departed this _ 


life in thy faith and fear; beſeeching thee to give us 
grace fo to follow their good examples, that with them 


we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant 


this, O Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Me- 
diator and Advocate. Amen. | 


| While the prieſt ſays the exhortation and 
the invitation, we ſhould tand with great 
reverence, and attend to thoſe advantages, 


which he declares to be the portion of wor- 


thy communicants, and comfort ourſelves 
with our pious reſolutions againſt the dan- 


gers thoſe incur that receive unworthily ; 


and at the ſame time look inward upon our- 


ſelves to ſee how far we come up to the 


qualifications of thoſe that are invited to 
draw nigh, and to receive with comfort. 


At the time of the celebration of the communion, the 


communicants being conventently placed for the re- 


ceiving of the holy ſacrament, the prieſt ſhall ſay 
\ this exhortation : ft ED 


— 


Early beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to come 

to the holy communion of the body and blood 

of our Saviour Chriſt, muſt conſider how St Paul ex- 

horteth all perſons diligently to try-and examiye them- 

lclves, before * to eat of that — _ 
| rin 
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drink of that cup. For as the. benefit is great, if 
with a true penitent heart and lively faith we receive 
that holy ſacrament, (for then we ſpiritually eat the 
fleſh of Chriſt and drink his blood: then we dwell in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in us; we are one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us): ſo is the danger great, if we receive 
the ſame unworthily. For then we are guilty of the 
body aud blood of Chriſt our Saviour; we eat and drink 
our own damnation, not conſidering the Lord's body; 
we kindle God's wrath againſt us, we provoke him to 
plague us with divers diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of 
death. Judge therefore yourſelves, brethren, that ye 
be not judged of the Lord; repent you truly for your 
fins paſt; have a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt our 
Saviour; amend your lives and be in perfect charity 
with all men: fo ſhall ye be meet partakers ot thole 
holy myſteries. And above all things ye muſt give 
moſt humble and hearty thanks to God the Fat her, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the redemption of the 
world by the death and paſſion of our Saviour Chrif, 
both God and man, who did bumble himſelf, even to 
the death upon the croſs, for us miſerable ſinners; who 
lay in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, that he 
might make us the children of God, and exalt us to 
everlaſting life. And to the end that we ſhould al- 
ways remember the exceeding great love of our Maſter 
and only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt thus dying for us, and 
the innumerable benefits which-by his precious blood 
ſhedding he hath obtained to us, he hath inſtituted 
and ordained holy myſteries as pledges of his love, 
and for a continual remembrance of his death, to our 
great and endleſs comfort. To him therefore, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, let us give (as we are 
moſt bounden) continual thanks, ſubmitting ourſelves 
wholly to his holy will and pleaſure, and Racing to 

8 i | SAS 
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t, if ferve him in true holineſs and righteouſneſs all the 
eive lays of our life. Amen. 1755 


Il in Then ſball the prieft ay to them that come to receive 
and f 24e Holy communion 


the E that do truly and mths repent you of your 
Irink ſins, and are in love and charity with your 
ody; neighbours, and intend to lead a new lite, following 
m to me commandments of God, and walking from hence- 
ds of forth in his holy ways; draw near with faith, and take 
at ye Wthis holy ſacrament to your comfort; and make your 
your humble confeſſion to Almighty God, meekly knegling 


t our upon your Kees. 


We muſt make our confeſſion, which fol- 
lows next, in the humbleſt poſture of kneel- 
ing, repeating the words alter the miniſter 
with great forrow of heart for the many 
heinous offences we have been guilty of, 

and muſt be ſure that the inward ſenſe of 
our minds anſwer the propriety of thoſe 
expreſſions, which the church puts into our 
mouths, that while we draw near unto God 
with our lips, our heart may not be far 
from „ - Wa 


Then ſhall this general confeſſion be made in the name 
of all thoſe that are minded to receive the boly com- 
munion, by one of the miniſters, both he and 2% the 
people tneeling humbly upon their knees, and ſaying, 


Aer y God, Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men; we ac- 
I 2 _— 


" 
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knowledge and bewail our manifold flvs and wicked. 
neſs, which we from time to time moſt grievouſly have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, againſt thy 
divine Majeſty ; 3 provoking moſt juſtly thy wrath and 
indignation againſt us. We do earneſtly repent, and 
are heartily ſorry for theſe our miſdoings; the remem. 
brance of them is .grievous unto us; the burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mer- 
cy upon us, moſt merciful Father ; for thy Son our 
Lor. Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, forgive us all that is paſt, 
and grant that we may ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in newnefs of life, to the honour and glory of 
my name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: Amen. 


When the abſolution is „ we 


muſt keep ourſelves in great ſilence, and! in 
an humble poſture, while we are receiving 
ſo great a bleſſing. For, here we muſt not 
repeat the words after the miniſter; be- 
cauſe it is a peculiar part of the prieſtly of. 
lice to abſolve. It is in ſome places the cu- 


ſtom to pronounce an Amen in a low tone, 


after every ſentence of the abſolution; 


however, we muſt be ſure at the end of it, 


to offer up an hearty Amen, that God would 
be pleaſed to confirm in heaven what he 
has given his miniſters authority to pro- 
nounce on earth. 


Then 


Jen 


men. 


Then ſhall the prieft (or biſhop, being preſent ) find" 


up, and turning himſelf to the people, e this 


ab/olution : g 


Lmighty God our 1 Father, who of is. 


great mercy hath promiſed forgiveneſs of ſins 
to all them that with hearty repentance and. true 


faith turn unto him; have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your ſins, confirm and 
ſtrengthen you in, all goodneſs, and bring you to e- 


verlaſting life, through nts Chriſt our Lord. A 


vided us with {ome choice portions of ſcrip- 
ture, to beget in us a lively faith and firm 
perſuaſior of God's mercy and forgaveneſs 
towards penitent ſinners, to the end that 
their hopes may be revived, and that the 


comfort of the abſolution may be confirm- | 


ed to them, 


They are generally read with ſo great a 


pauſe between them, that the communi- 


cants may have leiſure to make ſome ſhort 


reflections upon them, which may be done 
in the e, manner. 


Comb unto. me all ye - that travel, and are 
beavy laden, and 1 will refreſh you, St 
Matth. xi. 28. 

[as 1 Nie 3: 1a 
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In obedience to thy call, O bleſſed Je. 
ſus, I approach unto thee ! 1 muſt confeſs, 
the ſenſe of my many and great follies op- 
Preſs me and cover me with confuſion ; but 
thy pardon and forgiveneſs will reſtore j Joy 
and gladneſs to my ſoul. - 

So God loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that all that believe in hin 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 
St John iii. 16. 

No greater evidence of thy love, 0 
Lord can be defired than the Herifice of 
thy Son; O! qualify my ſoul to receive the 
benefit of it by a firm and immoveable 
faith in the merits of his death, that | 
may eſcape thoſe puniſhments my ſing de- 
ſerve, and obtain that men thou, hal 

graciouſly premiſed. 3 L 
This is a true ſaying, nuns — 2 of al 
men to be received, that Chriſt Feſtus: came 
anto the world to fone fin nners. 1 Tim. L 
15. 
| 2 moſt bleſſed and joy vful truth, which 
I will firmly believe; becauſe revealed from 


above. Thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, wert made 


manifeſt to deſtroy the works. of the de- 
vil, and to releaſe me from the puniſhment 


due to my fins; let my true repe;:tance 
make me a fit object of thy mercy, and then 


— 22 © KM — 
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even my ſins ſhall not deprive me of the 


hopes of thy favour. 


If any man ſin, we have. an 3 


with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 


and he is the Hropiviation Jos, our ſins ns. 1 St 


John ii. 1.1 
Bleſſed God! * haſt pas left us „ 


out a remedy, when our ſpiritual enemies 
prevail againſt us; I will not deſpair of thy 
' mercy, ſince the immaculate Jeſus intercedes 
for me: Let the merit of his ſufferings 


plead. tor the acceptance of my penitential 
forrow, and convey to me ſtrength and 


power to ſerve thee better for the time to. 


come. 

- We have been hitherto employed in hear- 
ing our duty, exerciſing our charity, pro- 
felling our repentance, and ſtrengthening 
our faith in the gcodneſs of God. We 


are now called upon to praiſe him, and to 
lift up our hearts to him ; which made ſo 

conſtant a part of this ſolemn ſervice, that 
all the ancient liturgies agree in this form, 
which our church retains. And. indeed 


when our conſciences are eaſed by repent- 
ance and quieted by pardon, we have great 


reaſon joytally to acknowledge the bounty 
of our benefactor. And this exhortation. 
n not t only a reſpect to the duty of praiſe, 


but 
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but ſeems' to require the diſmiſſing of all 
worldly thoughts, that we may the better 
fix our minds upon the holy myſteries. It 
is the Chriſtians Hoc age, that calls them to 


attend with great ſeriouſneſs and devotion 


upon the ſolemn ſervice they are engaged 
in; and therefore we muſt take care, when 


we declare with our lips, that we /t uþ 
our hearts to the Lord, that we "08 — 
in our profeſſion. 


A eier WH ich the prieſt /oall Ps cr, 
Lift up your hearts. 
Anſw. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Prieſt. Let us give thanks unto our L6rd God. 


Anſiu. It is meet and gs ſo to Aer 


| Then all the pri turn unto the Lord's table and 

fay 
TT is very meet, right, __ our bounden 5 that 
we ſhould at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, 


* The ſe ms (holy Fa-  # 0 
lor be omitted on ling 3 e, 4 ever 
Trinity cp IM Go 


Here 2 follow the 8 ped Be cording to the 
time, if there be any Jpecually appointed: or elſe 
Searcy hall follow : © 


3 Herefore with angels and archan els, oo; mich 

all the company of heaven, we gels, and mag- 
nify thy glorious name, evermore praiſing thee, and 
ging, * holy, holy” Lord Ged of hoſts, heaven 


and 


many BY 
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and 1 are full of thy glory. Glory be | to thes, O 
Lord moſt Nb Amen. br. | 


Proves Pars. 


Upon C 5 lenor diy, and even days a fer. 


Bg thou didſſ give Jeſus Chriff thine only Son 
to be born as at this time for us, who by the 


operation of the Holy Ghoſt was made very man of 


the ſubſtance of the virgin Mary his mother, and that 


without ſpot. of fin, to make us clean * all ſin. 


Therefore with angels, Oc. 
Upon Eafter-day, and ee dye . 


B chiefly: are we bound to praiſe thee for the 
glorious reſurrection of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; for he is the very paſchal lamb, which was of- 


fered for us, and hath taken away the fla of the world; 5 


who by his death hath deſtroyed death, and by his ri- 


ſing to life again hath reſtored to us everlaſling lifes 
Therefore with angels, Oc. 


Upon Afcenfion-day, and / ſeven aays after. 5 
T Hrdugh thy moſt dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, who after his moſt glorious reſurrec- 
tion manifeſtly appeared to all his apoſtles, and in'their 
light aſcended up into heaven to prepare a place for us; 


that where he is, thither we might alſo aſcend, and 


reign with. him in glory. Therefore with angels, Oc. 
N Upon Whirfunday, and 2 days after. _ "AY i | 
ir Hrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; according to 


— whole moſt true e promiſe, the * Ghoſt came 
2 | : down 


"= . r 
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down as at this time from heaven with a ſudden great 


ſound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeneſs of 
fiery tongues, lighting upon the apoſtles, to teach them, 

and to lead them to all truth, giving them both the 
gift of divers languages, and ub boldneſs with fervent 
zeal conſtantly to preach the goſpel unto all nations, 
whereby we have been brought out of darkneſs and 
error into the clear light and true knowiedge of thee, 
and of thy Son J el Chet, Therefore with en 


Oc. 


pon the Seat of Trinity only. 


HO art one God, one Lord'; not one only per- 

ſon, but three perſons in one fubſlance. For 

that which we believe of the glory of the Father, the 

fame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 

without any difference or inequality Ther e with 
angels, Sc. 


| Aſier aud of which preuces lt be  immeduly 72 


or faid, 


| T Herefore with RA and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
_ glorious name, evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of haſts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Ser be to , O Lord moſt 
high. Amen. 


ene which confifts 


in an acknewdtdgment' of our own unwor- 


thineſs to approach God's table, and | in im- 


9 his Ae aſſiſtance. 1 
Then 
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at WW Then ſhall the prieſt bneeling 4 at the Lord's ta- 
ff ble, ſay, in the name of all them that foals re recerve 
1, the Communion, this prayer enen 
V E do not ſn to come to this thy table, O 
| merciful Lord, truſting in our own righteouſ- 
id nels, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are 
e, not worthy ſo much as to gather up the crumbs under 
5 thy table. But thou art the ſame Lord, whoſe pro- 
perty is always to have mercy: grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, ſo. to eat the fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, and to drink his blood, that our finful bodies 
may be made cleau by his body, and our ſouls waſhed 


RI through his moſt, precious blood, and that we may 
or evermore dwell ! in ys and he 1 in us. | 

he 

5 After this comes the prayer of con ſecra- 
t 


tion, the moſt ancient and eſſential part of 
1 this euchariſtical worſhip; becauſe it is by 
1 the prayer and authority of God's lawful 
miniſter, that the offerings of bread and 
wine become to us ſymbols of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, We ought now with 
g, I great devotion to join in thoſe petitions the 
th I prieſt offers up, to the end that the elements 
oſt W of bread and wine may be invigorated with 
V¹Wwhe divine virtue of Chriſt's body and blood. 
We ſhould attend to the actions of break- 
ing the bread, and pouring out the wine, 
with proper meditations, | 


When 


1 


; 7X \ bread. | 


— 


— 
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| When the rieſt, landing before the table, hath ſo or. 
dered the bread and wine, that he may with the 
more readineſs and decency break the bread before 


the prople, and take the cup into his hands, he ſhall 


ay the prayer of conſecration as Felloweth. 


14 * 5 


i our heavenly Father, who of thy 


tender mercy didſt give thine only Son Jeſus. 


Chriſt to ſuffer death upon the croſs for our redemp- 
tion, who made there (by his one oblation of himſelf 
once offered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, 
oblation, and ſatisfaction for the ſins of the whole 


world, and did inſtitute, and in his holy goſpel com. 


mand us to continue a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death, until his coming again: Hear us, 0 
merciful Father, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, and 
grant that we, receiving theſe: thy creatures of bread 
and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
5 Chriſt's holy inſtitution, in remem- 
brance of his death and paſſion, may 
be partakers of his moſt bleſſed bo- 
. dy and blood: who in the ſame night 
Pre "= that he was betrayed (a) took 
e pbread, and when he had given 
2) A * e 0 thanks, (5) he brake it, and gave 
Freak the bead. it to his diſciples, ſaying, Take, 
(e) And here to lay eat, (c) this is my body which is 
hzs band upon all the given for you, do this in remem- 
: | brance of me. Likewiſe after 
(4) Here be is fo ſupper (4) he took the cup, and 
yank cup into bis when he had ew thanks he gave 
ME it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all 


(a) Here the prieft 


of 


- 


or. 
the 


ore 
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of this, for this (e) is my blood 10 Aud "OR to lay 
of the new teſtament, which is 7 _ pay oy | 
ſhed for you, and far many, for be. # ( thy >; 2 
iff f ſins; do this, as A 
the remiſlion o 5 » 4 there is any wine t 


oft as ye ſhall drink, in remem- be conſecrated. 
brance of me. Amen. 


When the conſecration is finiſhed, it 
will be very fit to expreſs our admiration 


and thankfulneſs for the divine nouriſh- 
= provided for us. 


A Prayer immediately after Conſecration. 


ECCEPT, O Eternal God, of that re- 


preſentation we make before thee of 
that all-ſufficient ſacrifice which thy Son 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt made upon the 


| croſs-: Let the merit of it plead effectually 


tor the pardon and forgiveneſs of all my 
lins, and render thee favourable and pro- 
pitious * to me, a miſerable ſinner; let the 
power of it prevail againſt all the powers 
of darkneſs; let the wiſdom of it make me 
wiſe unto ſalvation, and let the peace of it 
reconcile me to thee, and bring to me 
_—_ of conſcience. | e 
I adore thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, my Re- 
deemer, who didſt endure the painful and 
ſnameful death of the croſs, to recover me 
from a ſtate of ſin and miſery; I admire 
a - 4 | thine: | 
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thine infinite condeſcenſſon, who were plea. 
ſed to be made miſerable, that 1 might be 
made happy; poor, that I might be enrich. 
ed; and didſt die, that I might live for 
ever. With all my ſoul, O dear Jeſus, ! 
love and praiſe thee for theſe ſtupendous 
expreſſions of thy bounty and goodneſs to- 
wards me; O Lamb of God, that takeſt a. 
way the fins of the world, have mercy up- 
on me; O Lamb of God, chat taketh away 


the ſins of the world, grant me thy peace. 
Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


A Prayer before receiving the conſecrated 
Bread ; 


Conſiſting of Confeſſion, FR imploring Pardon, 
LL - 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, I defire 
to humble myſelf before thee, under 
| the ſenſe of thoſe many and heinous fins 
which I have been guilty of againſt thy di- 
vine Majeſty, in thought, word, and deed, 
I confeſs with ſorrow and confuſion of 
face, that I have too often neglected the 
duties of religion, which is the great and 
important concern of my life ; and when 
I have performed them, I have not exerci- 
| | ſed 


Aon. 


ſire 
der 
{ins 
di- 
ed. 
1 of 
the 
and 
hen 
ICl- 


ed 
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ſed that fervour of ſpirit, that intenſeneſs 
of mind, which ſuch holy ſervices require 
from me. 

I have not been ſufficiently thankful for 
the continued effects of thy goodneſs and 
bounty towards me ; neither have I recei- 
ved the afflicting diſpenſarions of thy provi- 
dence with that patience and ſubmiſſion 
which is due to that infinite wiſdom from 
whence they proceed. 

I have riot preſerved ſuch a ſenſe of my 
follies and infirmities, as ought to have in- 
ipired a mean and low opinion of myſelf,, _ 
and to have made me ready to condeſcend 
to the lowelt offices for the ſervice on m 
fellow Chriſtians. | 

I have not ſet a ſufficient gust upon my 
ſenſes, ſo that my eyes and ears have been 
inſtr umental! in defiling and polluting my 
ſoul; and even the comforts and conveni- 
encies of life have been made a ſnare, by 
indulging pleaſure, more than that end and 
deſign for which they were beſtowed.” 

I have had a greater regard to the fa- 
ſhion and cuſtom of the world, than to 
that ſincerity which thou requireſt 1 in all 
my converſation. 

I have. too often d the credit and 
reputation of my neighbour, by diſcover- 
| K 2 = - 
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ing his faults and ail ien and have too 
i — liſtened to thoſe ſlanders againſt hin 
Which bad men have ſuggeſted. 

I have not enibraced all thoſe occaſions 


thou haſt offered me, of doing good to the 


touls and bodies of my fellow Chriſtians, 
neither have I diſcharged with due care 
thoſe relative offices 1 in the ſtation wherein 
thy providence has placed me. 


"I | 
L am aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at my fooliſh 
raſhneſs, when I reflect upon that dread 
majeſty which I have provoked: 
I deteſt and abbor my ingratitude, when 
L conſider the infinite kindneſs of that boun- 
tiful Father, whom I have offended : 


 Teondemn and accuſe my unaccountable 


ſtupidity, when I recolle& that miſerable 
Mlavery and bondage, which I have prefer. 
red before the perfect freedom of thy ſer. 
vice. 

1 abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes; and 
if thou, O . hadſt dealt with me accor- 
ding ts my deſerving, inſtead of approach. 
ing thy altar with hopes of acceptance, | 
might have been ſpending a fad eternity 
under remedileſs pains and miſery. 


But 


re 
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But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou mayeſt be feared ; and thou haſt decla- 
red thy mercy to extend over all thy works. 

The ineſtimable ſacrifice of thy Son, 
which thou haſt provided for us, ſufficiently 


aſſures me of thy readineſs to admit me 
to terms of peace and reconciliation. 


Oh ! let thy infinite mercy and compaſ- 
ſion receive me in the quality of a penitent 
ſupplicant, whom thy great patience has 
borne with as a ſinner. "2 

I am heartily ſorry I have offended thee ; j 
deteſt my fins, becauſe they are diſplea- 
ling to thee, who art infinite goodneſs. - 

I am reſolved, by the aſſiſtance of thy. 
grace, to return no more to folly, to avoid 
all occaſions of evil, and to live better for. 


| the time. to come: 


I intreat thee, therefore, by the merit. 
of thy Son's blood, the price of' my re- 


temption, that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 


releaſe me from the guilt of all my fins.. 
Let that immaculate and pure facrifice,. 
which he offered upon the croſs, and which: 
by thy good providence I now commemo- 
rate, be effectual for my pardon and for- 

ery eneſs. 
I know-my many. and great fins are juſt. 
matter of tear and dejection of ſpirit; but: 
"3 | = 
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Iwill hope inthy mercies, which are bound. 
leſs and infinite. 


The ſenſe of my own unworthineſs would 


fink me into deſpair, did I not reflect upon 


thine infinite goodneſs, and that precious 


: - blood which was ſbed to purchaſe redemp. 
tion for me, _ 


III. 
Thus PER O Lord, I Lach this 


_ Chriſtian ſacrifice. 


I come as a ſick man to the great phyſi. 


cian of life; I beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
cure my :nfirmities. | 


I come as a polluted wretch tc the foun- 
tain of mercy ; waſh away, I intreat thee, 
all my uncleanneſs. 

I come as a returning prodigal aid to 


his tender and compaſſionate father; O re. 
ceive me, and relieve me, and revive me 
by thy favour. 


come as a blind man to the ſource of 


eternal brightneſs : Do thou, O Lord, en- 


lighten my darkneſs, that I may behold 
the wondrous things of thy law. 
I come as a poor frail creature. to the 


great Lord of heaven and earth; ſupply 
my wants, and do abundantly more for me 


than I am able to aſk or think. ns 
Let 


ww oa c-a = 


the 


Let 
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Let me not only receive the outward and 
viſible ſigns, but the inward and ſpiritual 
grace, the body and blood of thy Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt; 

That ſo all carnal affections may die in 
me, and that all things belonging to the 
ſpirit may live and grow in me; 

That I may have power and ſtrength to 
have victory and to triumph againſt the 
world, the fleſn, and the devil: | 

And alſo may be endued with all ſuch 
heavenly virtues, which are pleaſing to 
thee, and which thou wilt eternally reward, 
for the merit of thy Son's death; to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


all honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 


Another Prayer before receiving the conſe- 


erated bread : 


Confiſting of Petitions for the Vi rtues wat a 
Chriſtian Life. 


I. 


OST mereiful and gracious God, who 
of thy great goodneſs didſt give thy 


Son Jeſus Ghrift to take upon him our na- 


ture, 
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ture, and to humble himſelf to death, even 


the death of the croſs ; 
I beſeech thee by his infinite condeſcen- 
ſion, by his perfect obedience, and by his 


meritorious ſufferings, not only to par- 
don my paſt ſins, but to endue me with 
power and ſtrength to reſiſt them for the 


time to cone. 

Let the virtue of theſe holy myſteries 
repleniſh me with ſuch ſupernatural gifts 
and graces of thy holy Spirit, as may ena- 
ble me not only to act conformably to the 


light of my own mind, but may make me 


readily obey. thy heavenly motions, and 
conſtantly follow the ſuggeſtions of thy 
holy inſpiration. 

Give me a zealous ſenſe of piety towards 
thee, my gracious Lord and Sovereign, and 
to all thy ſacred and divine myſteries. 

Let me reverence thy word and worſhip, 
and all things and perſons dedicated and 
devoted to thy peculiar ſervice. 

Let me ſubmit to all the afflictions thou 


ſhalt think fit to lay upon me, with pati- | 


ence and with meekneſs. 
Let me truſt to thy 8 to ſupply 
me under all dangers and neceſſities. 


And 


hs Aw a on — 


- 
4 1 a «a 


end and al 
directs to all thoſe means which thou haſt 
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And let me thankfully acknowledge thy 


bounty in all thoſe good things which thou 
to freely haſt beſtowed 9 me. : 


- 


II. 


Give me, 0 Lord, that divine wiſdom | 


which propoſes the pleaſing thee, as the 
of all my actions, and which 


graciouſly ſtabliſhed tor the working out 


my ſalvation ; : 


That my precious time may not be em- 
ployed in hunting after trifles ; that my na- 


tural talents may not be buried and drown- 


ed in brutiſh ſenſuality ; that my ſtudy 
may not be vanity, nor my labour folly; 


But that, framing a right judgment in 
| all things, 1 may fix my mind upon thoſe 
pleaſures which are at thy right hand, 


which are permanent and durable : 


And that the great care and buſineſs of . 


my life may be to obtain thy favour, who 


art the ſovereign good of my ſoul, and the 


ſatisfying centre of all my defires. 


To this end inure me to ſpiritual objects 


by conſtant and fervent prayer, by enter- 
taining my thoughts with pious medita- 


tions, by reading and hearing thy holy word 
with reverence and attention, and-by fre- 


quently 


— . 


( . 
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EW approaching thy altars with bumi- 
lity and devotion. 

And above all, let a conſtant fear of of. 
| fending my good God, put me upon my 
guard, and make me watchful amidtt thoſe 
imminent dangers that ſurround me 1n this 
my pilgrimage on earth. 

Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the ond. 
and giveſt grace to the lowly, endue me 
with the virtue of true humility, the model 


of which thy only Son traced out for the 


practice of the faithful : 

That 1 may have a juſt ſenſe of all my 
weakneſſes and follies, and may readily 
| ſubmit to the meaneſt offices for the wel- 
fare and benefit of my fellow Chriſtians : 

That I may reſtrain all immoderate de- 
fires of honour, by doing nothing through 
ſtrife and vain-glory : 


And that I may neverexalt myſelf upon 


the account of any advantage I enjoy of 
body and mind above others, by remem- 
bering that it is not the effect of my me- 


Tit, but of thy infinite goodneſs and am. 


guiſhing mercy. 


O! deliver me from the ſlavery and do- 


minion of pride, which threw angels from 


heaven, and drove man out of paradiſe, 
which produces ſo much evil and torment 
where⸗ 
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wherever it reſides, and which, above all, is 
ſo bare! in thy ſight. 


III. 


Grant, O Lord, that I may love thee above 
all things, who art infinitely perfect in thy 
own nature: | 

That I may defire thee above all things, | 
who art full of mercy and compaſſion to- 
wards the children of men. 

Whom is there in heaven but thee? and 
whom upon earth that I can deſire in com- 
pariſon of thee? As the hart thirſteth after 
the water-brooks, ſo let my ſoul long after 
thee, O God. 

Let the allurements of the world, and 


\ 


| the enjoyments of ſenſe appear as trifling 
entertainments, in compariſon of the plea- 
ſure and happinels of ervang thee, and do- 


ing goo. + 

Let the difficulties and dangers which 
] meet with in the way of my duty, be ſa 
far from diſcouraging me, that they may 
raiſe my ſpirits, increaſe my reſolution, and 


ſerve only to make the pleaſure of loving 


thee more intenſe and perfect. 

Let the divine flame of thy love burn 
ſo bright in my ſoul, that it may free my 
mind Tas all vile affections, and _ 

al 
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all my actions with a careful obſervance 
of thy holy laws, and farther evidence its 
ſincerity by diligently conſulting the tem. 
poral and ſpiritual” happineſs of my neigh. 
bour. 
O! let it ſuppreſs all the bitter effects of 
envy, that I may compaſſionate his misfor. 
tunes, and rejoice in all the good things 
thou art pleaſed to beſtow upon him: 
That I may be tender of his reputation, 
and never expoſe it by raſh cenſures, nor 
diminiſh it by the relation of his real infir- 
mities: | 
That I may guard my heart from ſecretly 
repining at his proſperity, or trumphing 
in his calamity : | 
That I may ſet a watch upon the door 
of my lips, that I may ſpeak no evil con- 
cerning him, nor utter any words of de- 
traction: 
That it may . and appeaſe the furi- 
ous boiling of anger in my mind, by ma- 
king. me patient and meek under all provo- 
cations, by diſpoſing me to forgive offen- 
ces and to return Blence to all injurious 
treatment : 7 
That it may conquer worldly ſorrow, 
which worketh death, by a comfortable 
expectation of future happineſs: 15 
- | / | 7 at 


2 . 
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That it may expel malice by doing good, 


that it may ſtrengthen my weakneſs by for- 
titude, cure my deſpair by hope, my liſt- 
lefſneſs by ſpiritual exerciſes 

And reſtrain the wanderings of my mind 
towards unlawful things, by being ſted- 
faſt and. unmoveable in the work of the 
Lor. 

0 . 

6 me, 0 Lord, a ſober Hikes that 

I may know how to aboung, apd. how to 
FADES a. 
That my fleſhly appetites may be kept 
under ſtrict government, ſince the indul- 
ging of them by our. firſt Parents brought 
death into the world : 

That they may always leet their due 
bounds, by adminiſtering to the neceſſities 
of life, and never ſupport and encourage 
luxury, which is boundleſs and infinite, 
which brings forth ſcurrility and immo- 
deſty, which depreſſes the ſoul, and ren- 
ders it unapt for ſpiritual enjoyments. 

Make me ſo mindful of that firi& ac- 
count I muſt give of all my actions at the 
dreadful tribunal, that it may mortify all 


inclinations and * to 3 plea- 
res; 
* 


L — And 
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And ir me up to zeal and di iligence in 
performing all thoſe things which are ac. 
ceptable in thy ſight. 

In order to ns theſe bleſſed ends, 0 
Lord, I approach to thy holy table, that [ 
may grow in grace, and may be enabled to 
3mitate the ſuffering virtues of the crucified 
Jeſus. 

Grant therefore, ad 1 God, that 
the receiving the ſymbols of his body and 
blood, which I am about to partake of 
may, by the grace and efficacy of his Spi 
rit, conform me to his divine image, and 
= make me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, till thou 
takeſt me finally to enjoy thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 


The foregoing prayers may be uſed in 
our pews before we go up to the commu- 
nion table. When the communicants are 
but few, and we have not time to enlarge 
our devotions, we may comprehend the de 
vout affections of a worthy receiver in the 
| Ong ſhorter prayer. 


— x. ] Q 
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A prayer before receiving the conſecrated 
| £ lements,. 


0ST gracious God, who of thy inſi- 
nite mercy haſt given thy "ay Jeſus 


Chriſt to be our great High Prieſt, and the 


biſhop of our fouls, who did offer up him- 
ſelf to thee a pure and immaculate ſacrifice 
upon the croſs for us miſerable ſinners, who 
has given us his fleſh to eat, and his blood 
to drink in a myſtical manner; and has aſ- 
ſured us by thy Holy Spirit, that as often as 

we eat that bread, and drink that cup, we 
ſhew forth the Lord's death till his Foun _ 
again : 

81 humbly deen thee, therefore, * the 
merits of his blood, the great price of our 


redempt ion; 


I entreat thee by his wonderful and in- 
effable charity, wherewith he has vouch- 


ſafed to love us unworthy creatures, at ſo 


great a rate, that thou wouldſt be pleaſed 
to waſh me in his blood from all my fins, 
which make me unworthy to partake the 


holy myſteries : 


Let my repentance be hearty and ſin- 


cere, and expreſs itſelf in all the circum- 


IL. 2 | ſtances 
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ſtances of holy obedience for the time to 
come. 


Thou alone out of an unclean thin g canſt 


bring a clean; of a wretched finner make 
me therefore holy and righteous. 4 
Thou art the fountain of mercy, fut 
not up thy bowels of compaſſion towards 
1 
Thou art the great phyſician of ſouls, 
diſplay thy power in my health and reco· 
8 
Let me approach thy holy table with re. 
verence and devotion, that no vile affec- 


tions may hinder me from receiving the 


benefits of this divine nouriſhment: 

Let me celebrate this Chriſtian ſacrifice 
with purity of heart, and a right intention 
of mind, that I may obtain all thoſe ad van- 
tages for which thou wert graciouſly plea- 

ſed to eſtabliſſr it. 

Let me entirely reſign my ſoul and body 
to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifice 
unto thee; for thou haſt the juſteſt claim 


to me, ſince the bleſſed Jeſus bas purchaſed 


me at the price of his own blood. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may conſtantly 
endeavour to make ſome proficiency in all 


the virtues of the Chriſtian life; becauſe 


the blefied Jeſus has obtained for me, by 
4 the 


* = 


e 
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the merits of his ſufferings, the grace and 
aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, to work in 
me both to will and to do thy good r 
ſure. | 


Make me ads: to be reconciled to all 
thole that have offended. me; becauſe when 


| we were enemies, we were reconciled to 


God by the death of his Son: 
Let me embrace all my poor brethren 


with ſincere love and charity, and contri» 


bute all I can to the relief of Chriſt's di- 
ſtreſſed members; becauſe he thought not 
his life too dear, nor his blood too precious 
to redeem me from a ſtate of h and 
ſlavery. 

Strengthen me, O Hook, in ſuch a man- 
ner by this ſpiritual food, that I may ſuc- 
ceſsfully encounter all the attacks of my 
ſpiritual enemies. 

Suppreſs in me the Gil of NT and 
vain-glory, of envy and detraction, of un- 
cleanneſs and intemperance, or of any dif-- 
truſt and diffidence of thy mercy. 


May. all temptations to theſe: offences 


againſt thy holy, laws be overcome by 
that power, which thou ſhalt be pleaſed: 
to communicate to me 1n this nal ſacra-- 
ment. 1 


—— 
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And may all thoſe evils, which the craft 
and ſubtilty of the devil, or man worketh 
againſt me, be brought to nought; 
That, being outwardly and inwardly for- 
_ tified by the aſſiſtance of thy grace, I may 
Preſs forward towards the mark fer the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jeſus; when I ſhall enjoy thee no longer 
in myſtery, which is our lot and portion 
here below, but ſee thee face to face, and 
be eternally ſatisfied with the pleaſures of 
thy kingdom, in and through the merits 
of Jefus Chriſt, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate. Amen. 


: 2 the Prieft approaches to cer the 
| cConſecrated Bread. 


OME, O Lord! and make no long t tar- 
rying, O my God. | 
I am not worthy thou ſhouldſt enter un- 
der my roof; but, Lord, be merciful to 
me a finner, 
1 long for thy ſalvation ; 0 fatisfy me 
with thy likeneſs. 
I open my heart to thee - O! come un- 
to me, and abide with me, and powerfully 
ſupport me in all trials and temptations, 
when I moſt need thy Amen. FR 
£2 0th 


— 


the 
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Then jhall the iti firſt receive the communion in 
both kinds himſelf}, and then proceed to deliver the 


ame to the biſhops, prieſts, and deacons in like man- 


ner (if ru be. preſent), and after that to the 
people alſo m order, into, their hands, all meebly 
kneeling. And when be deli vereth the bread to any 


one, he ſhall ſay, 1 


TH E body of our 3 Tefas Chriſt, which was 
given for thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul unto 

everlaſting life. Take and eat this in remembrance - 

that Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart 


by faith with . 


A Prayer after receiving the conſecrated 


Bread. 


this comfort thou haſt left me in this vale 


of tears. 
As long as I tine I will 19 thee; : As 


long as 1 bave any being, 1 will moſt 
thankfully acknowledge this thy bounty 


and goodneſs to the children of men. 
Thou haſt given me thy precious body 


to be the food of my ſoul, behold J offer to 
thee my body and ſoul, make them fit for 


oy: erVICe. aol; 


> Leſſed be tay bake? name, 0 Lum Je- 
ſus, for this thy ineſtimable gift, for 
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Let this divine food repair in me What- 
ever has been decayed by the luſts of the 
fleſh, or the wiles of Satan; that my un- 


. derſtanding may be exerciſed in the know- 


ledge of thee and the contemplation of thy 
divine truths, which are alone able to make 


me wile unto ſalvation; 


That my will may chuſe and deſire thee 
above all things, who art the chiefeſt good, 
the moſt defirable portion. of immortal 
fouls 3 : 


That my affections may de entirely fix- | 


ed on = who art only amiable, and the 
centre of ira} ſatisfaRtion. 
I will love thee, O Lord! becauſe thes 


art infinitely good, and thy merey endu- 8 


reth for ever. 
I will love thee, 0 Lord! becauſe thou 


didſt create me after thy own image, cape- 
ble of loving thee, and enjoying thee eter- 


nally. 
1 Will love thee, 2 Toad 4 4 3 — 32 


I had loſt and undone myſelf, thou didſt 


die to redeem me. 


I will love thee, O Lord ! rome thou 


art only worthy of my love ; thou -only 


canſt fill and ſatisfy my foul. _ 
Be thou therefore my hope and confi- 


dence, and let all my truſt be placedin thee. 
* 


Chriſt's blood was ſhed for thee, and be thankful. 


* 
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Be thou my riches and delight, and let 
all my joy and contentment reſt. in thee. 

Be thou my peace and refuge, and let 
my pleaſure and ſafety depend on thee. 

Be thou my portion and greateſt trea- 
ſure, and let my eternal happineſs be fixed 


in the enjoyment of thee, * Lord 


Jelus, Amen. „ 1 9 17 


5 . . 
& £ 2 1071 


When the. Prieſt approaches 70 deliver | a 


| conſecrated Wine. 


Will receive the cup of alvarioni ind 
call upon the name of the Lord. 
I will ratify my yows with his blood: of 


the new covenant, and engage. myſelf, 0 


God, to be eternally thine. ' 

Satisfy my thirſty foul with good things, 
and let this communion of the blood of 
Chriſt put more gladneſs into my heart 
than wine and « out: when they. increaſe. . A- 
men. 


E 
1 


— 


And the min: ile. that delivereth the cup to any one, 
| 1 all fay , f 


T* blnad of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hich was 
ſhed for thee, preſerve thy body and ſoul unto 
everlaſting life. Drink this in remembrance that 


When 


x * 
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When all have communicated, the minifler /hall re. 
turn to the Lord's table, and reverently place upon it 
what remaineth of the conſecrated elements, covering 
the Jams wilh a fair linen cloth, 


of ; PONY after receiving the conſecrated 
i ine. 


Lefling and TD, glory and power 

be unto him that ſitteth on the throne, 

and unto the Lamb that was 8 for ever 
„ 

I give thee moſt humble and hearty 
| thanks, © Lord, from the bottom of my'ſoul, 
that thou haſt been pleaſed to admit me at 
this time to the participation of theſe ho- 
1y and deſirable myſteries ; 

That thou haſt vouchlafed to fred me a 
finner, thy unworthy, ſervant, with the ſpi- 
Titual nouriſhment of the body and blood 
of thy Son Jeſus Ghriſt; and this not for 


any merits of my own, but for the ſake of 


thy infinite goodneſs and mercy. 
Unworthy though I am, yet thy bounty, 
O Lord, never fails; the love of my Savi- 
our is not diminiſhed, and the virtue of 
his propitiation is never exhauſted. 


„ant 


* 
1 aa ; . 
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Grant therefore 1 beſeech thee, that this 
holy ſacrament may never turn to my Jjudg- 
ment and condemnation ; 


But that it may be health and reco- 


very under all my weakneiles and infirmi- 


ties; 

Safety and Jefiabis againſt all the attacks 
of my ſpiritual enemies ; 

Vigour and ſtrength to all my holy pur- | 


poſes and reſolutions; 


Comfort and ſupport under all-the af. 


flictions and calamities of life; 


Aſſiſtance and direction under all diff 
culties and doubts; | 
Courage and conſtancy under all dangers 
and perſecutions, eſpecially in times of 
ſickneſs, and at the hour of death. 
F inally, let it procure for me pardon and 
forgiveneſs in this life, mercy and favour 
at the day of judgment, and a never-fa- 


ding crown of glory in thy heavenly king- 


dom, where, with thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the bleſſed Spirit, thou liveſt and reigneſt, 
one God, world without end. Nee ; 
Having finiſhed thoſe 3cv6tionns thay! re- 
late to ourſelves, this is a proper ſeaſon to 
be mindful of the wants and neceſfities of 
our brethren ; and we cannot better exerciſe 
our 


- 
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our arty; than by medio the 


whole ſtate of mankind to the mercy and 
goodneſs of God, and by interceding with 


him by the virtue of this Chriſtian facri- 
ſupply of: whatever they ſhall 


face, for a 
ſtand in need of. Such interceſſions always 


made a part of the public liturgies of the 


ancient church, as is well known to thoſe 
who are converſant 1n antiquity, and no 
part of the prayers exceeded more in length 


than that which related to this ſubject; ſo 


that we cannot do better, than to follow 


the ancient model for our direction i in n this 


particular. | #5. ba: 


4A b Prager for the whote $ rate c of Mankind | 


Ccept, 0 Lord, af; my prayers and in- 
terceſſions, as a teſtimony of my cha- 


| rity,. for the whole race of mankind ; and 


let the virtue and efficacy of this Chriſtian 


ſacrifice procure for them comfort and re- 


lief in all thaſs wants and neceſſities they 


Enlighten the dark corners of the earth 
with the bright ſun- ſhine of thy glorious 
goſpel; and ſucceed the pious deſigns of all 


thoſe that endeavour the propagation of the 
| Hogdam of. thy; Son; that thy way may 


heaven. 3 
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be known upon earth, and thy ſavin g health 


among all nations. 
Let thy continual pity cleanſe and defend 


/ 


thy church; and foraſmuch as it cannot 


continue in ſafety without thy ſuccour, 
per ve it evermore by thy help and good- 
nels. 

Endue the 8 and paſtors of it 
with courage and reſalution to preſerve 
thoſe ſacred rights thou haſt committed to 
their truſt, with zeal and diligence in pro- 
moting ſolid and ſubſtaiitial piety, and with 
a conſcientious diſcharge of all the impor- 
tant duties of their holy function. 5 

Let all ſecular magiſtrates ſtudy to go- 
vern their people with truth and juſtice, 
and to preſerve them in Wear peace, and 


| godlinels. 


Bleſs our ſovereign, and all the roy 5 
family, with the dew of thy heavenly Spi- 
rit, that they, ever truſting in thy good- 
neſs, protected by thy power, a ald crowned 
with thy-gracious and endleſs favour, may 
continue before thee, in health, peace, 
joy, arid honour, a long and happy life 
upon earth, and after death obtain ever= 
laſting life and glory in the kingdom of 
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J 18 Devotions - for the Altar, 
Let war and bloodſhed ceaſe among Chri- 


: * princes, and give to all nations unity, 


peace, and concord. 
Bleſs all the people of by land with 


; health, peace, and plenty; and teach them 


to uſe ſuch thy bleſſings, with ſobriety, 
gratitude, and charity. 

Make all Chriftians fincerely to practiſe 
that religion they profeſs, and inſpire them 
with ſuch uniting principles, and charitable 
hearts, that they may love one another, and 
thereby. convince the 1 that they are 


thy diſciples. 


Be merciful to all my friends, relations, 
and acquaintance ; thoſe that, are in fin, 
convert them; thoſe that are in grace, con- 


firm and ſtrengthen them; thoſe that are 


in adverſity, comfort and ſupport. them; 
and thoſe that are in proſperity, ſuffer them 


not to forget thee. 


Forgive all my enemies make them ealy 
3 ready to be reconciled, and Zlve them 


repentance and better minds. 8 


Be gracious to all that are in affliction 
and diſtreſs, that labour under he ftraits 


-of | poverty, that ſuffer perſecution for the 


teſtimony of a good conſcience, that mourn 
under captivity or - baniſhment, or any un- 
Juſt - dans A 

That 


PA > 2 


f 


Devotions for the Altar, 1 19 

That are exerciſed with bodily pains and 
diſeaſes, that are ſolicited with ſtrong temp- 
tations; or are dejected with terrors and 
troubles of mind. 

Pity and relieve their ſeveral neceſſities, 
give them patience under all their ſuffer- 
ings, and in due time deliver them accord- 
ing to thy great mercy, 

Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the point of death; 
and when their ſtrength fails, let not their 
faith fail; even in death, enable them to 


truſt in thee 


Shed thy particular grace and benedic- 
tion upon all thoſe who are Par takers of 


the holy communion this day; 


That they may perſevere in all their holy 


purpoſes and reſolutions, and may conform 
themſelves to Eb model of their crucified 
Saviour; 


That the pattern of his piety. and devo- 
tion, of his humility and charity, of his 
Merk and patient ſuffering, may be ſo 
lively imprinted upon our minds, that we 
may tranſcribe his example i in our lives and 
converſations: 

That thus commemorating his all luft 
cient ſacrifice upon earth, we may receive 
the everhaſtin g benefit of it in thy heavenly 
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kingdom, and bleſs and praiſe thee for i it to n 
all eternity. Amen. Nö 18 


We cannot better conclude our devo- 
tions, if time and opportunity will permit, I ur 
than by offering up our praiſes and thank(- I in 
givings for all thoſe mercies and bleſſings ar 
God hath beſtowed upon us all along in | 
life, particularly for his ineſtimable love in I 47 

the redemption of the world by our Lord I m 
| Jeſus Chriſt ; and what heart, that is warm i 
with a true ſenſe of what his Saviour has | ,, 
done and ſuffered for him, can refuſe the th 
humble tribute of a moſt Srateful acknow- kr 
ledgment? . fo 


0 Thankſgiving PR God's Mercies, Temporal 
and & Pr. ed 


RAISE the Lord, O my n and all 
that is within me, praiſe his holy 
name. Praiſe the Lord, O my out, and or 
forget not all his benefits. th 
Thou, O Lord, art alone infinite in all By 
excellencies and perfections; and therefore n 
thou only art the eternal object of the a- 1 
dorations and praiſes of all thy creatures. 1 
I deſire to praiſe and worſhip thee with I fte 


att the pp hoſt, Haying, Holy, _ 


„ 


my ſoul and body. 


the whole eourſe of my life; for all my 


Devotions for the Atta - 


holy Lord God of heaven and earth, thou 
haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure, 
they are and were created. 

All praiſe and thankſgiving be rendered! 
unto thee, for making me after thy on, 
image and likeneſs, capable of loving thee, 
and enjoying thee eternally, © © 007 69 

I bleſs thee for the light of my reaſon,” 
and all other endowments and faculties of 


7 bleſs thee for preſerving” me — foo ins 
numerable accidents and dangers; through 


known and unobſerved deliverances, and” 
for the guard Wn holy angels have hope: 
over me. 

I bleſs thee” : the advantages of a pious 
education, and for ſeaſoning my fender 
mind with early notices of virtue and reli- 15 
gion. . 

1 bleſs'thee for recovering me to a * 
of my duty, when 1 fooliſhly ſtrayed from 
the fountain of all happineſs; and for thy* 
unwearied patience towards me, after 107 

many and fo great provocations. 

I bleſs thee for all the comforts and get 
commodations of life which thou haſt” be- 
towed upon me, whereby my pilgrimage- 

M3 oh in 


1 life ; 
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in this world has been ſoftened and up- 


ported; 


And 1 adore thy wiſe providence in all 


thoſe afflictions and diſappointments with 
which thou haſt thought fit to exerciſe me, 
and which have brought me to that ſenſe 
of thee, and of myſelf, which it is likely 
nothing elſe would have done. 
By thee I have been holden up from the 
womb; my praiſe thall continually be of 
= | ; ITE 
Above all I praiſe and magnify thy hos 
Iy name for thy inexpreſible love to loſt 
man: 

For ſending thy Son into the world to 

- redeem us from a. ſtate of fin and miſery, 
by ſuffering for us, and dying 1n our ſtead, 
that we might be partakers of the divine 
nature, and receive the promiſes of eternal 


And for his inflitatiog and ordaining 
holy myſteries as pledges of his love, and 
for a continual remembrance of his death, 
to our great and endleſs comfort. 


As long as I live will I praiſe thee for 


theſe wonders thou haſt done for the chil- 
dren of men, as long as I have any being 
I vill ſhow forth ey noble ** 


1 


yo, uy, of 


m——__ track. 
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I bleſs thee for the advantages of thy 4. 


vine revelations, that thou haſt not aban- 
doned me to the dim ligh of my own rea- 
ſon, but haſt given me thy holy ſcriptures, 


to inſtruct me in what is neceſſary. for me 
to believe and Practiſe, in order to my e- 
ternal ſalvation | 

I praiſe thee for deliveringme from temp- 
tations too ſtrong for me, and for lupport- 


ing me under many; 
For the aſſiſtance and direction, * com- 
forts of thy holy Spirit, for thy Ar 
and reſtraining grace; 

For tubduing my underftanding and af | 


fections to the obedience of faith and god- 
lineſs 5 „ 


For inſpiring, n me ith good. thoughts, 


and kindling pious deſires in my ſoul, and 


for aſſiſting me in all the methods of pro- 


curing eternal happineſs; 
For theſe and all other thy mercies and ; 
favours, whick are more than can be num- 


bered, bleſſing and honour, thankſgiving 


and praiſe be given unto thee, O moſt ado- 
rable Deity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
by me and by all angels, by all men and 
by all creatures, fori ever FURY ever. Amen. 
| | When 
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When all have communicated, and the : 
prieſt returns to the remaining part of the' : 
communion office, we muſt be ſure to ac- i 


company him with our devouteſt affections, 

and repeat after him all the petitions of 
that perfect form of prayer our Saviour has! 
left us to help our infirmities, which is moſt 
properly uſed in this place; that his com- ( 
prehenſive words may prevail for our ac- 
ceptance, provided they are attended with 


—— <a 
1 


the fincere and earneſt defires ve our n, A 
101 T1114 x th 

Then ſhall the prief ay the Lon des prayer, the people cb 
ee after him every pebition. be 

5 ul 

UR Father which art in Dede : hallowed be to 

thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be be 

done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our ke 
daily bread ; and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- t 
give them that Suelhr fe againſt us. And lead us not ur 
into temptation ; but deliver-us from evil. For thine ar 
is the kingdom, and the Pope, and the wry for be 
ever and ever. Amen. $45 | | 4 
| oo 4 | + 


The prayer ad; phakle 3 fellow do F. 
with great propriety conclude this holy ac- 
tion in imitation of our Saviour's pattern, 
Biene who! concluded that his holy 
— 30. inſtitution both with a pray- 
er and a hymn, and therefore 5 


ä ought | ni 


Devotions for the Altar. 1 25 

ought to be offered with particular intenſe- 

may make ſome amends for any diſtractions 
in the former part of the ſeryice. 


After ſhall be ſaid as followeth« 


O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble ſer- 
. voants entirely deſire thy fatherly goodneſs, mer- 
h. cifully to accept this our ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving; moſt humbly beſeeching thee to grant that by 


. cke merits and death of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole 


e church may obtain remiſſion of our fins, and all other 
benefits of his paſſion. And here we offer and preſent 
unto thee, O Lord, ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies, 


nels and application of thought, that we 


or wanderings that may have overtaken us 


to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifice unto thee ; 


. 
e humbly beſeeching thee, that all we who are parta- - 
r kers of this holy communion, way be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction. And although we be 
t FF unworthy through our manifold fins to offer unto thee , 
e any ſacrifice z yet we befeech thee to accept this our 
r I dounden duty and ſervice; not weighing our merits, 


but pardoning our offences, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of 8 
Holy Gboſt, all honour and glory be unto thee, 
Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 


* 


py Or ibis: 


blood 


A and ever living God, we moſt heartily 

thank thee, for that thou doſt vouchſafe to feed 

us, who have duly received theſe thy holy myſteries, 

with the ſpiritual food of the moſt precious body and, 
a | 


hs 


— 
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blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and dt 
aſſure us thereby of thy favour and goodnels towards 
us ; and that we are very members Incorporate in the 
myſtical body of thy Son, which is the bleſſed com- 
pany of all faithful people; and axe alſo heirs through 
hope of thy everlaſting kingdom, by the merits of the 
moſt preciqus death and paſſion of thy dear Son. 
And we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O heavenly Fa- 


ther, ſo to aſſiſt us with thy grace, that we _ conti. 


nue in that holy fellowſhip, and do all ſuch good 
works as thou haſt prepared for us to walk in, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with thee and the 
Holy *Gholt be all honour aud * nd Without 
end. Amen. f 2 — | 


Then Pull be fail or fav 8 
| G2 be to God on high, and in tan peace, 


good-will towards men. We praiſe thee, we 
bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, hea- 
venly king, God the Father Almight | 
0 Lord, the only begotten Son Jirus Chriſt ; O 
| Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
 taketh away the ſins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takeſt away the fins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt away the {ins of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that ſitteſt at 
the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 9958 
us. 
For thou odds art holy, thon only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Chrift, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt 
bigh | in the glory of God the. Father. Aer. 
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The bleſſing that only remains, which is 
pronounced by the biſhop, if preſent, as the 
prieft of greateſt dignity, muſt be received 
in an humble poſture, and with filent devo- 


tion, begging of God that it may be effec- 4 
tual for our future conduct in all- the cir- 


cumſtances. of wr obedience. 


Then the ey (or biſhop, if he be prove oat let 
them depart with this blefing: __ 


TH = peace of God, which paſſeth all „ 

g, keep your henrts and minds in the know- 
ledge he love ef God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lords and the blefling of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be og vn, a 
remain with you always. Amen, 


4 ſhort Prayer whe? the Communion Ser. 
vice 185 ended. | 


JArdon, O God, all thoſe imperfections | 
that have accompanied me at this time 
in my attendance at thy altar; forgive the 
deadneſs and dulneſs of my affections, the 
wanderings of my thoughts, and the di- 
ſtractions of my mind. 5 
Let the ſincerity of my holy purpoſes 
20 reſolutions make ſome amends for my 
weakneſs and trailty. 
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O! het this commemoration of my cry. 
cified Saviour influence all my thoughts, 
words, and actions, that my converſation 


may be as becometh the. goſpel of Chriſt, 


Reward me not accotding to my deſerts, 
but according to my great neceſſities, and 
thy own rich mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
with thee, O God the Father, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 


Where corhinuriions are large, we may 
want ſome exerciſes for the employing our 
devout affections; and the ice for the ad. 
miniſtration of the holy communion contains 
ſuch a variety of excellent matter for me- 
ditation, that it may not be improper to 


entertain our minds, while others are recei- 


ving, with the confideration of ſome parti- 
cular parts of it. This may poſſibly be 
ſometimes more uſeful than either theſe or 
any other prayers; more eſpecially to ſuch 
as complain of coldneſs ad dulneſs 1n their 
devotions; for. meditation naturally tends 


to warm our affections, and raiſe in our 


"minds a ſpirit of devotion. 

For example, ſuppoſe I had determined 
to meditate on ſome part or parts of the 
contetiion , which begins, thus, Almighty God, 


_ F. ather 


#6 1 4 | | 
7 3 1 
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„ Tutber of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Maker of 
s, | all things, Fudge of all men: Here I would 
n ſtop and conſider well the import of theſe 
ſt. 3 ; they contain four of God's moſt 
s, | comprehenſive titles. Firſt, He is here 
d faid to be Almighty ; ſecondly, The Father 
m F our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; "third! y, The 
d | Maker and Creator of all things; fourthly, 
y, The Fudge of all men. The conſideration 
ok the firſt and laſt will provoke us to 
godly ſorrow, and the how and third 
y will excite our hope in his mercy. $0 
ir I that from hence we may take occalion to 
1.  cxerciſe acts of ſorrow and humiliation, 
ns of hope and love, &c. Thus, I confider, O 
e- ny God, that I have offended thee, who art 
to Il 4/mighty, and therefore able to puniſh 5 but 
i- I confider too, that thou art the Father LD 
i- our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and therefore J can- 
de nt doubt of thy love to me, and of thy rea- 
Ir dine to forgive me who repent and turn to 
h | thee. Such e aculations might be formed 
ir from each of theſe particulars, or from any 
Is || other branches of the communion office; 
Ir but becauſe all people are not able to form 
I ſuch acts, 1 have taken the liberty of add- 
d ing ſeveral acts of the moſt conſiderable 
e | virtues of a Chriſtian life; for, no mo- 
1, ] ments of this holy ſeaſon ſhould be loſt, all 
+ 4 | N | ER theſe 
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theſe precious minutes ſhould be huſbanded 
to the greateſt advantage, for they will 
have a mighty influence upon our whole 
lives, and by being frequently repeated, 
they will ſtock our minds with variety of 
good thoughts, which may prove admira- 
ble helps all the remaining part of our 
days. If we have not time for this ſpiri- 
tual improvement in the church, it Wil 
be very proper to make uſe of them in our 
cloſets; for days ſet apart for the public 
| worſhip of God, ſhould have a larger ſhare 
of our private devotions, and then the 
ſenſe of religion will Rick cloſer to our 
minds, when we mix again with the world, 
and return to our ſecular employments. 


Act. of Faith. 


Believe, O God, that thou art an eternal 
1 incomprehenſible. Spirit, infinite in all 
perfect ions, who didſt make all things out 
of nothing, and doſt govern them all by 
thy wile providence. 
et me always adore thee with profound 
Humility, as my. ſovereign Lord; = help 
me to love arid praiſe thee with godlike 
affections, and fuitable devotions. 1 
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ieve, O God, that in the unity of 
thy Godhead there is a trinity of perſons ; 
that thou art perfectly one, and perfectly 
three: one eſſence, and three perſons: the 
depth of this myſtery I cannot compre- 
def, but 1 Alf believe it; becauſe thou 
our haſt revealed it in thy holy word, who 
iri- art infinite truth: And I will praiſe and 
vill adore the holy Trinity, to whoſe ſervice I 
our was religiouſly dedicated in baptiſm, as the 
blic joint authors of my ſalvation. _ 5 
are 1 believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that tho art 
the of one ſubſtance with the F ather, the very 
our and eternal God; that thou didſt take upon 
rld, thee our frail nature; that thou didſt truly 
. ſuffer, and wert crucified, dead, and buried, 
to reconcile us to thy Father, and to be a 
facrifice for fin. _ 
I believe, O Almighty Love, that ac- 
all cording to the types and prophecies which 
went before of thee, and according to thy 
by en infallible prediction, thou didſt by thy 
own power riſe from the dead the third 
day, that thou didſt aſcend into heaven, 
that there thou ſitteſt on thy throne of glo- 
lixel ry. adored by angels, and interceding for 
ſinners. | 
III believe, O Lord, that thou haſt inſtitu- 


ted and ordained holy myſteries as pledges 
N 2 - 06 


FY 
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theſe precious minutes ſhould be huſbanded 
to the greateſt advantage, for they will 
have a mighty influence upon our whole 
lives, and by being frequently repeated, 
they will ſtock our minds with variety of 
good thoughts, which may prove admira- 
ble helps all the remaining part of our 
days. It we have not time for this ſpiri- 
tual improvement in the church, it will 
be very proper to make uſe of them in our 
cloſets; for days ſet apart for the public 
| worſhip of God, ſhould have a larger ſhare 
of our private devotions, and then the 
ſenſe of religion will Rick cloſer to our 
minds, when we mix again with the world, 
and return to our ſecular elployments. 


Acts of Faith, 


© "ny O God, that thou art an N 
1 incomprehenſible Spirit, infinite in all 
perfect ions, who didſt make all things out 
of nothing, and doſt govern them all by 
thy wiſe providence. 

Let me always adore thee with profound 
humility, as my, ſovereign Lord; nd help 
me to love aid praiſe thee with godlike 
affections, and ſuitable devotions. | 
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þ believe, 0 God, that in the unity of 
thy Godhead there is a trinity of perſons; 
that thou art perfectly one, and perfectly ; 
three: one eſſence, and three perſons: the 
depth of this myſtery I cannot compre- 

hend, but I firmly believe it; becauſe thou 
haſt revealed it in thy holy word, who 
art infinite truth: And I will praiſe and 
wil adore the holy Trinity, to whoſe ſervice I 
our was religiouſly dedicated in baptiſm, as the 
blie joint authors of my ſalvation. | 
gare ] believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thou art 
the of one ſubſtance with the Father, the very 
our and eternal God; that thou didſt take upon 
rd, thee our frail nature; that thou didſt truly 
. ſuffer, and wert crucified, dead, and buried, 
to reconcile us to thy Father, and to be a 
ſacrifice for fin. 
I believe, O Almighty Laing that ac- 
all cording to the types and prophecies which 
went before of thee, and according to thy 
| by on infallible prediction, thou didſt by thy 
4 own power riſe from the dead the third 
day, that thou didſt aſcend into heaven, 
that there thou ſitteſt on thy throne of glo- 
lixel ry, adored by angels, and interceding for 
ſinners. | | 
I believe, O Lord, that thou haſt inſtitu⸗ 


ted and ordained holy myſteries as pledges 
| N 2 of - 
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of thy love, and for a continual comme. 
moration of thy death, that thou haſt not 
only given thyſelf to die for me, but to be 
my ſpiritual food and ſuſtenance in that ho- 
ly ſacrament to my great and endleſs com- 
fort. O! may I frequently approach thy 
altars with humility. and devotion ; and 
work in me all thoſe holy and heavenly 
uffections, which become the remembrance 
of a crucified Saviour. 
I believe, O Lord, that thou haſt not 
abandoned me to the dim light of my own 
reaſon, to conduct /me to happineſs ; but 
that thou haſt revealed in the holy ſcrip- 
tures whatever is neceſſary for me to be- 
lieve and practiſe, in order to my eternal 
ſalvation. 

O Truth! eternal Truth! ' I am entirely 
ſatisfied in believing thy holy word ; be- 


cauſe it came from thee who art infinitely 


wiſe.and omniſcient, and therefore cant 
not be deceived ; who art infinitely good 
and therefore will not deceive thy creatures. 


O how noble and excellent are the pre- 
cepts! How ſublime and enlightening the 


truth! How perſuaſive and ſtrong the mo- 
tives! How powerful the aſſiſtances of thy 
n religion, 1 in which thou haft inſtructed 

me. 
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me! My delight ſhall be in thy ſtatutes, 


and I will not forget thy word. 
T believe, O bleſſed Maſter, it is my 
greateſt honour and happineſs to be thy 


diſciple: How miſerable and blind are 


thoſe that live without God in the world, 


who deſpiſe the light of thy holy faith! 
Make me ready to part with all the enjoy- _ 


ments of life, nay even life itſelf, rather 
than forfeit this jewel of great price. Bleſ- 


led are the ſufferings which are endured, 


happy is the death, which 1s undergone | 
for heavenly- and immortal truth! 

I believe thou halt threatened everlaſting 
and inconceivable torments to thoſe who 
hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, and who 


obey not the goſpel of Chriſt. O juſt pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who do not love thee : 


But if I believe this fatal doom, why 
am I not afraid of it? Why are the evils 
of the body ſo much ſhunned, and thoſe of 
the ſoul ſo little regarded? Why do I take 
ſo much pains to avoid the ſhort and tran- 
litory evils of this life, and ſo little pains to 
avoid thoſe which are eternal? 

[ believe thou haſt prepared, O Lord, 
for thoſe that love thee, everlaſting man- 
fions of glory; if I believe thee, O eternal 

— 3 happineſs, 


134 Devotions for the "uy 


neſs, why does any thing appear difficult 
that leads to thee? Why ſhould I not will- 
ingly reſiſt unto blood to obtain thee? Why 
do the vain and empty enjoyments of life 
take ſuch faſt hold of me? O periſhing time! t 
why doſt thou thus bewitch and deceive | ' 
me? O bleſſed eternity ! when malt thou 
be my portion for ever? 


As of Hope: 5 | 


My God ! in all my dangers, temporal 

() and ſpiritual, I will hope in thee; [| 

who art Almighty power, and therefore 
able to relieve me; who art infinite good- 
neſs, and therefore ready and willing to 

_ aſſiſt me! 

Greater is thy mercy, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
than my wickedneſs ; thy good neſs exceeds. 
the number and heinouſneſs of my ſins; 
greater is thy power, O God, than the fury 
of my enemies! therefore when my fears 
preſs hardeſt upon me, I will put my truſt 
and confidence in thee. i 
O precious blood of my dear Redeemer ! 
O gaping wounds of my crucified Saviour! 
who can contemplate the ſufferings of God 
Incarnate, and not raiſe his hope, and not 

0 his truſt 1 in them ? A 


1 


ſhall always be the aim of all my longing 
_» What 7 my 3 be „ into 


the laſt day. 


good things of this life, I will always hope 
in thee, O my chiefeſt infinite good. 
Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 

neither ſhall fruit be in the vines; although 
the labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the 


joice in the Lord, I will) joy in the God of 


| * and ſigh under the miſeries of this | 
world 


- ; * 
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1 firmly hope, O my God, for. the par- 
don of all my ſins, which I heartily bewail 
and deteſt ; I firmly hope to obtain the vir- 
tues and graces of thy holy Spirit, which I 
am reſolyed ſincerely to endeavour after; 1 
wait and expect thy eternal glory, which 


deſires. 


duſt, and that duſt blown over the face 
of the earth, yet I undoubtedly know my 
Redeemer lives, and {ſhall raiſe me up at 


Whether I am comforted, or left deſo- 
late; whether I enjoy peace, or am afflicted 
with temptations ; whether I am healthful 
or ſickly, ſuccoured or abandoned by the 


fields yield no meat; although the flock 


ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 
{hall be no herd in the ſtalls, yet J will re- 


my ſalvation. 


What though 1 mourn and am aflicted 
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world for a time, I am ſure my tears ſhall 


one day be turned into joy, and that joy 


none ſhall take from me. 
1 T ſhould too much injure thy charity 
and thy ſufferings, O bleſſed Jeſus, if [ 
had not a firm Rope of Narri out ay 
ſalvation. N 

Great is the malice of the powers of 
darkneſs, and great is my own. weakneſs; 
but how much greater 1Sthy goodneſs and 
thy might, O my gracions God! I will 
therefore work ont my ſalvation with fear 
and trembling ; but as long as I live, I will 
hope in thy mercy. 


O miſerable wretch that I am ! If hope, 


why do not my endeavours anſwer my 
hopes; if I hope to obtain the grace of 


God to overcome my follies, and to acquire 


all neceflary virtues, why do I not labour 
to ſuch holy purpoſes? 

Whoever hopes for great things in this 
_ world, takes pams to attain them: How 
can my hopes of everlaſting life be well 


grounded, If I do not ftrive and labour for 


that eternal inheritance ? 
I will never refuſe the meaneſt lnbdars, 
while I lock to receive ſuch glorious wa- 


ges; * 1 will never * repine at any temporal 
_ 
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1oſs, while I expect to gain ſuch eternal re- 


wards. 


Bleſſed hope ! .be thou my chief delight 


in life, and then I ſhall be ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord: Be thou my comfort and 
ſupport at the hour of death, and then 


I ſhall contentedly leave this world, as a 
captive that is releaſed ſrom his imprifon- 


As of Love. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, dhe art | 
infinite in all excellenciesand perfec- 
tions, and therefore art the moſt proper ob- 
ject of the love and adoration of immor- 
tal ſouls: Thou art infinite in goodneſs 


and loving kindneſs towards me, and there 


fore haſt the juſteſt claim to my heart. 
O infinite amiableneſs! When ſhall I 


love thee without bounds, without coldneſs 
or interruption, which, alas, ſo often ſeize 
me here below? Let me never ſuffer an 


creature to be thy: rival, or to ſhare my 


heart with thee ; let me have no other 
God, no other love, but only thee. 


Whatever; 15 amiable in the creatures, is 
derived from thee, and is no farther amiable 
than 


- 
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than it bears ſome impreſſion of thy ami- 
ableneſs: their goodneſs is imperfect, and 
mixed with much evil, but thou only art 
perfectly excellent; O let the world never 
more have place in my heart! All my af- 
fections I. withdraw from that, to fix on 


thee. ” 
O dear Jeſus, who didft love me to fach 


45 degree, that thou wert pleaſed for my 


ſake to endure a painful and ſhameful 
death; how is it poſſible I can live with- 
out loving thee? 
O how much is it the grief of my heart, 
that my love is ſo imperfect, ſo little fixed 
upon the moſt WN object! O when 
ſhall I love thee to the utmoſt capacity of 
a creature, and praiſe thee to all eternity. 
How aflicting i is ĩt to me, not to love thee 
as much as I defire ! Alas! when ſhall I love 
thee with all-my ſtrength? When ſhall all 
carnal affections die in me, and all things 
belonging to the ſpirit, live and grow 1n 
me? When ſhall T be willing to lay down 
my life for thee, who haſt thed thy preci- 
. ous blood for me? 
Grant, O God, that I may continually 
exerciſe upon earth what the bleſſed ſaints 
Practiſe with ſo much fervour in heaven; 


the glories and pleaſures of that happy re- 
gion 
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gion would be imperfect, if the flame of 


love did not continually burn before thee. 


Whoever loves, deſires to pleaſe the be- 
loved object; and according to the degree 
of love is the greatneſs of deſire; make 


me, O God, diligent and earneſt in plea- 


ſing thee; let me chearfully diſcharge the 


mot painful and coſtly duties; aiid forſake 


friends, riches, eaſe, and life itkelf, rather 
than diſobey thee. 


Whoever loves, deſires the 3 _ : 


happineſs of the beloved object: But thou, 
O dear Jeſus, canſt receive no addition from 


my imperfect ſervices. What ſhall I do 
to expreſs my affection towards thee? I 
will relieve the neceſſities of my poor bre- 
thren, who are members of thy body; for 


he that loveth not his brother — he 


hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he 


hath not ſeen ? 


I will pray without ceaſing, and ſeriouſly 
meditate upon thy precepts ; I will hear thy 
word with - reverence and attention, and 
receive the holy ſacrament with humility 
and devotion ; for theſe are the methods 


thou haſt eſtabliſhed of converſing with thee, 


of uniting us to thee, andarethe only means 


whereby I can 1 thee here below. 
| | Alas! | 
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Alas! how i is all my time unprofitable, 
my labour loft, my actions and ſufferings 
vain, when they are not employed in thy 


ſervice, W ey are not endu red tor the 


love of thee my God ? 


I will long for thy appearing, O bleſſed 


Jeſus ; becauſe it will transform me into thy 
likeneſs; becauſe it will enter me into the 
Full enjoyment of thee, and unite me to 
thee for ever: The utmoſt labour of all 


my days is little enough, the ſervice of my 


whole life ſhort enough, and no more than 
ſufficient to ſecure this eternal inheritance, 


O crucified - Jeſus, in whom 1 live, and 
without whom I die: mortify in me all ſen- 
ſual deſires, inflame my heart with thy ho- 


ly love, that I may no longer eſteem the 


vanities of this world, but place my af- 


fections entirely on thee. 


Let my laſt breath, when my ſoul ſhall 
leave my body, breathe forth love to thee, 
myz God: 1 entered into life without ac: 


' knowledging thee, let me therefore finiſh 


it in loving thee; O let the laſt act of life 


be lose? 


Ace of Conformity to the Will of God. 


TD Lefſed God! how juſt and upright art 
1 thou 1 in al thy determinations ? How 


80 
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good and amiable in, all thy diſpenſations! 
They only love thee not, who know thee 


not; and they who know thee no how 


miſerable are they? 

What art thou, O Lord! : and at's am 11? 
Thou art all wiſdom, I am all blindneſsand 
Ignorance: Chule, thou for me, let thy holy 


will be done in me. and by me; becauſe if 


I ſhould chuſe and will for m ylelt, all would 
be vanity, raſnneſs and. folly. . 1 f. 
Thou art a God infinite in merey and 
loving-kindneſs; therefore thou wilt order 
all things to my greateſt advantage. o 
to me! when my will is not obedient: and 
reſigned to thy bleſſed will in every thing. 
O my God, thou canſt will nothing but 


that which is truly good, and L am capable 


of willing every thing that is monſtrouſly 


evil; I therefore renounce my own will, I 


ſubmit to be entirely governed by. thine. 


The deſigns of thy mercy are to make 


me happy to all eternity, and my pervenie 
inclinations run after preſent pleaſures, 
how contrary ſoever they may be to thy 
gracious purpoſes. It 1s therefore reaſon- 
able, O Lord, that I ſhould diſtruſt my own 
guidance, and that thy bleſſed will thould 


4 
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| Holineſs is the path my God hath chalk. 
ed out to everlaſting bliſs ! may thy holy 
will be accompliſhed in me, and then 1 
| ſhall be ſanctified by thy grace in this 
world, and glorifted in the "EpſoYinennt of 
thyſelf i in the next. 
Thy will, O blefled Jeſus, is that I ſhould 
avoid all fin, and purify myſelf as thou art 
pure; my own will does but too often pre- 
vail upon me to tranigreſs thy holy laws, 
- which therefore I deteſt and abhor. Thy 
will ſhall be my rule; becauſe it makes me 
do every thing that is good. 
| How true is it, O my. Jeſus, that thou art 
my Lord and Maſter; my omnipotent Sove- 
_ reign: ? How fit and reaſonable therefore is 
It, that thy will in every thing ſhould be 
my chorce and ſatisfaction ? © 
Conſider well, O my foul, that upon two 
wills depends either thy happineſs or thy 
miſery ; upon the will of God thy happi- 
neſs; upon thy own will, thy miſery : Con- 
ſider wel to which thou chuſeſt to unite 
thyſelf ; becauſe eternal happineſs and e- 
| ternal miſery are of too great importance 
to be neglected. | 
It 1s eaſy, © Lord, to Sbm to thy will, 
when it is pleaſing and agreeable to our na- 
tures; but certainly it is no leſs our duty, 
: 85 When 
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when ** thinkeſt fit to try us with diffi- 


culties, and to contradict the icin 
of fleſh and blood. 


In all thy ſufferings, in thy painful eru- 


cifixion and ſhameful death, O my dear 
thyſelf to 
the will of thy Father. Shall I murmur 


Jeſus, thou didft entirely reſign 


againſt leſs ſufferings, which I have ſo much 


deſerved ? Shall I not n and patzent- 
ly ſubmit to them? 


If I do not love thee, 0 my God, more 


than myſelf, I am not worthy of thee; if I 
do not prefer thy will to my own, it is much 
to be feared I do not love thee: Oh my 


God. I will deny mylar to be made. per- 


fect in love. 
Thy will, O God, is bleſſed ſelf > 


| they therefore who refuſe to follow thy 


will, declare that thou ſhalt not reign over 
them, that they defire not the knowledge 
of thy ways. It is thee I defire, O my Gad, 
I renounce my own will therefore to follow 


| thine. 


5 Act 2of Vir irtue in relation zo the bas, of our 


CY 7 Hither 1 „ thee, Obe 
ſed * ? even to the painful and 
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ſhameful death of the croſs for my ſake. 


O how imperfect is my love, if afflictions 


or croſſes are able to ſeparate me from 
thee ! or if I am not willing to endure the 


greateſt torments rather than forſake thee! 


Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in love with 


fufferings for me, than rather than come 
down from the croſs, thou didſt chuſe to 
N upon it. Miſerable wretch that I 


: How does my fleſh and blood ſtart 
Mn gam very appearance of a violent death, 


though it might be neceſſafy as a teſtimo- 
ny of m_ truth of* my berg tn towards ; 


_— r 


Thy ſacred meide was de bed with 


thawe, and all thy body plowed with 


ſeourges; but my fins and follies added 
ſharpnelſs' to them, and pierced thee and 


wounded” thee more than the thorns and 
ſcourges themſelves. O! 1 grieve and love, 


when T conſider my iniquities drew upon 
thee all thy ſorrows; thoſe exquiſite pains 
and corments in thy body ! thoſe inexpreſ- 


ble fears and anguiſh in thy foul! _ 
I do for ever, O Lord, deteſt and abjure 
thoſe fins that were thy:tormentors, I will 
perſecute thoſe vile luſts and affections that 
beck wee, 1 will 7 from all appearane e 
of evil. TT 


— 


Is it poſſible not to love thee, O bleſſed: 
Saviour, above all things, who haſt deli-. 
vered me from ſuch imperious maſters ? Is 


it poſſible to remember that my fins occa- 


fioned all thy grief, and ever to offend thee. 
more? 

What does my ſoul long for? What is. 
the deſire of my heart ? Is it poſſible that 
empty frail creatures only ſhould rejoice. 
and delight it, when divine love diſplays. 


itſelf in the bleeding wounds of the ſuffer- 


ing Jeſus? 


Let the fire of divine love burn bright 
in my foul; never will I ſearch for any o- 


ther fuel 10 nouriſh this holy flame, than 


thy ſcourges and thy tharns, than thx reed 
and thy croſs !. 


Thy whole life was ſpent in doing good, 


and ſo far from indulging: the pleaſures of 
ſenſe, that thou hadſt not where to lay thy 


head; and whoever. frequents the Chri- 


ſtian- ſacrifice, muſt be convinced at what a 


rate thou didſt value the welfare of man- 


kind; for thou didſt willingly embrace all 


ſorts of fufferings in order to ee 


it. . 
"What folly and daha is it thereſaje 


for me to be always careſſing myſelf with 
fenfuul enjoyments, _ be ſpending my eſtate. 
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An ate in ſplendor, in folly, and luxury, 
which ought to be employed in doing good 
to the ſouls and bodies of men! How unlike 
is this to that example thou-haſt ſet before 
me, and to that diſpoſition cf mind thou 
requireſt of me? | | 
Alas! ſuffering can only Acht thoſe 
that conſider themſelves, and not thee; that 
love themſelves, and not thee, O my n 
fied Jeſus. Thou wert made perfect through 
ſufferings, and can I behold and love ſuch 
a bleſſed pattern, and not deſire to ſuffer 
with thee, and to die for thee ? 
Who can fathom this abyſs of divine 
love? I am the criminal, and thou, O bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, art crucified : What ought I not 
to bave ſuffered, to have gained an intereſt 
in thee? And yet hat haſt thou not ſut- 
Re rod to purchaſe ſuch a wretch as I am? 
I have offended thee, and thou reconcileſt 
me with thy own blood: I occaſioned thy 
death, and thou giveſt me life: Was there 
ever any love like that love which my Lord 
and my God has ſnewed towards me? 
When J conſider thee, O dear Jeſus, mbat 
thin art in thyſelf, and what thou art to me, 
Ifeelmyſelf conſtrained to love thee. Where 
hall I diſcover greater excellencies and 
| perſections to raiſe my admiration? * wy 
[1 * | all 
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y, mall I find greater 1 and 3 to 
d crighys _ a f 


re 12 Aas of Homily, r mou 
"Y oO” My God ! Thou art the cternal — 
ſe of all excellency and perfection; and 
at I, miſerable wretch !. what am I? Nothing 
l- but poor duſt and aſhes, folly and vanity. 

h It is reaſonable therefore I ſhould, obey 


ch thee, becauſe thou art infinitely above me; 
er that I ſhould ſubmit to thee in all things, 
without grudging, without murmuring, 
ne cauſe thou art infinite wiſdom. 

. Bleſſed humility ! when ſhall 1 poſſeſs 
ot thee; when ſhall I enjoy that tranquillity 


ft of mind, which is only found among thoſe 
f- that love and obey thee? When ſhall 1 be 


* adorned with that comelineſs and beauty 
ft | which thou only canſ beſtow? + 

1y What have I, O Lord; whereof to glory! ? 
re | if of my body, it is nothing but vile clay 
rd | moulded by thy omnipotent hand, and mult 
I return to rottenneſs, and be the food of 
at worms: If of my mind, it is the breath of 


e, life infuſed by thee, and by my own folly - 
re made full of ſin and wickedneſs. IJ have 
1d gone aſtray from the womb, and | in ſin did 


e fl y mother conceive me. 3 
uy YE — All 


f a 
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All the good I poſſeſs comes from tho 'H 


if my outward man has any advantages 


above others, it is the effect of thy bounty ; 


from whence proceeds health and ſtrength, 
beauty and comelineſs, and upon thy will 
they depend to be recalled at a moment: 

If my mind has the leaſt excellency, it is 
thy gift, who didſt endue me with reaſon 
and grace: All that is my own, is the a- 


buſe of thy favours; and mended is bad 


in me, is properly mine. 


I am unworthy, O Lord, of all thy gilt 
by reaſon of my vileneſs and ingratitude: 


I do not deſerve the air I breathe in; be- 
cauſe I have infected it as it were with noi- 
ſome luſts: I do not deſerve the bread I 
eat; becauſe my table has become a fnare, 
and the good creatures thou haſt given me 
for refreſhment, have been abuſed to luxu- 
ry and ſenſuality, N 

O let me confider what I am by nature, 
frail and weak ; what I am by fin, odious 


and contemptible i in thy fight : And let this 


| knowledge of myſelf ſuppreſs and mortify 
all proud and vain thoughts; ; let a ſenſe 


of my own vileneſs and unworthineſs make 
me humble myſelf as it were in duſt. and 
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It is the Biicef® defire of my ſoul, 0 


blefled Jeſus! it is the firm choice of my 
will, to be rather a door-keeper i in the houſe 


of my God than to dwell in the tents of 


wickedneſs. 


I will notplace my plokfity thy titus ; 


tion in the praiſe of men; becauſe it is an 


uncertaitt breath of air, apt to ſwell me 


with pride and vanity, and 1 is the effect of 
civility and charity, rather than of what 1 
deſerve. I will, in all my actions, endeavour 
to pleaſe thee: „though it be attended with ig- “ 
nominy and reproach, 'and though there · 
by become the contempt of the {corniful. * 
O let me bear the injuries and "affronts 
of bad men with patience and meeèkneſs; 


becauſe I have deſerved much worſe rl 


ment from thee.” Let me receive the re- 
proofs and admonitions of good men with 


thankfulneſs ; becauſe I ſtand ſo much in | 


need of them, and that they are ſo proper 
to correct my follies. 

O let me never inſult over the tolllegan and 
ſins of my fellow Chriſtians; becauſe I am 
liable to the ſame temptations : Let me, pi- 


ty and compaſſionate their misfortunes; be: 


cauſe, if Tam not plunged 1 in the ſame 'gulph 


of my it 1s poly owing. to thy grace, 
: which 


— 
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which has preſerved me, and to thy Al- 
mighty hens, which has held me up. 

How didft thou condeſcend, O dear Je- 
ſas, to be born in a ſtable, to lead a life 
deſtitute of all comforts and accommoda- 


tions, to die upon a croſs, and all this for 


the good of thy finful creatures ; and ſhall 
I think any labour too grievous, any office 


too mean, whereby I may be able to pro- 


| mote the temporal and eternal happineſs « 
my neighbour ! _ 

Without thee, O Jeſus, I can do 3 
inſpire me with that humility, which thou 
haſt taught by thy precepts, and by thy 
own example ; I will endeavour to imitate 
thy ſtate of humiliation here upon earth, 
that 1 may partake of thoſe glories thou 


now doſt poſſeſs at the right hand of * 
Father. ; 


Acc. of > Ba EY | 


Moſt gracious God, who art the in- 
' exhauſtible fountain of all goodneſs, 
whoart only amiable; how grievouſly have 
I offended thee ? What return have I made 
for thoſe graces and favours, which thou 
haſt beſtowed upon me? What tribute have 
P paid to hang infinite perfeQtions ? I will 


declare 


U 


ve 
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declare my iniquity, and be ſorry for my 


ſins. | 
I will repent, O my God, of my ſins as 


the greateſt of evils; and the remembrance 
of them ſhall be more grievous and affliting 


to me, than that of any other evil whatſo- 


ever; for they are the offences of a vile 


creature againſt thee, the great Creator, the 


chĩefeſt and moſt defirable good; wherefore 


I abhor myſelf and repent in duſt and aſhes, 
I can plead nothing, O Lord, to extenu- 
ate the guilt of my ſins; I ought to have 


renounced every thing that is valuable in 


life, nay even life itfelf, rather than to 
have offended thee, whoſe loving kindneſs + 
1s better than life : But I do now moſt hear- 
tily deteſt my fins, becauſe they are dif. 
pleaſing to thee, who art infinite goodneſs, _ 
and I purpoſe, by the help of thy grace, to 


hive better for the time to eome. 


Thou haft graciouſly declared, O my 


chiefeſt good, that a broken ſpirit | is a ſa- 


crifice acceptable to thee ; that thou wilt not 
deſpiſe a broken and a contrite heart, O 
my . let grief and forrow rend thee - 
in pieces, who baſt hithc*.0 ſacrificed thy- 
ſelf to a vain and wicked world. 

If the forrow of this vale of tears could 
enter into the ſtate of the bleſſed, even in 
. heaven. | 
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heaven I would lament the offences com- | 


mitted againſt the great Lord of heaven and 


earth: But whilſt I am here below I will 


turn unto thee, O Lord, with weeping and 


mourning, and I will chuſe the greateſt ſuf. | 


ferings rather than offend the. 

I love thee, O my, God, and how much 
3s it the grief of my ſoul that I have not 
always loved thee? that I have not always 
had a regard to thy divipe precepts? Oh 
that my head were waters, and my eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep 


much, and love much, having much to be 


forgiven ! 


As my love 13 towards thee, 0 
dear Jeſus, ſo much the more do I grieve - 


for my fins, which made thee a man of ſor- 
row and acquainted with grief: And I am 


ſo much the more reſolved by the help of 
thy grace to abſtain from all evil for the 


time to come, by how much the more J re- 
joice in every thing 1 that tends to thy ho- 
nour and glory. 

Oh! for what empty ſhadows have 1 for- 


feited the favour of the Moſt High ? For 


what trifling vanities have I incurred the 


diſpleaſure of my beſt benefactor ? J have, 
finned, O Lord, I have ſinned againſt hea- 
ven and i in * ſight, and am no more wor- 
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thy to be called thy ſon: But I return with 
the prodigal ; O let thy paternal bowels 
yearn on me and graciouſly receive me. 

How can I behold thee, O infinite Good- 
nels, and not love thee? How can I love 
thee, and not grieve for having offended 
thee ; and not deteſt my fins, and not re- 
ſolve to forſake them? O! may I always 
ſincerely love thee, and then I ſhall always 
renounce and abhor every thing that is 
evil. | 


The torments of the damned are juſtly 


the objects of my fear; and when I con- 
ſider that they are eternal, I tremble, Q 


Lord, at thy juſt and omnipotent wrath 
provoked by my heinous tranſgreſſions. 


But Oh! let the ſenſe. of having offended 5 


infinite goodneſs be more grievous and af- 
flicting to me, than that of any other evil 
whatſoever. ; 
Bleſſed Jeſus ! haſt thou not redeemed 
me from many and great evils? Haſt thou 
not heaped; upon me, abundant teſtimonies 


of thy goodneſs. and. loving, kindneſs? And 


yet have not mine. iniquities increaſed over 
my head, and my treſpaſſes grown. unto 


the heavens? "But 1 will break off my ſins 
by rightecuſneſs, and mine iniquities by 


mewing mercy to the pooks 


OT” hs ' "Ok 
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Oh! my God, I will lie down in ſhame, 


and fate ſhall cover me. The mea- 
ſure of my ſorrow ſhall bear ſome propor- 
tion to the heinouſneſs of my fins. I will 
keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 


jection. I will avoid all freſh occaſions of 


backſliding. 1 willobey thee in all things, 
and ſuffer with patience whatſoever pu- 
niſhment thou ſhalt think fit to inflict up- 


on me: Happy, infinitely happy! if upon 


any terms I can procure by love and fa- 
vour. | | 
O heavenly Father, fot live own infi- 
nite mercy's ſake, for thy truth and pro 
miſe ſake, for all the merits and fulfering: 
of the Son of thy love, in whom thou ar 
always well pleaſed, pardon all my 
and failings, and receive me into thy fa- 


vour. Amen 9 Lord God, en, Amen. 


% 


Ad. of Praiſe. x 


Raiſe the Lord, o wy Fra rn is. a 

good thing to ling Pratles unto our 
| God. XI” fing P raiſes ung his name, for it 
is lovely. "Thy name, 6 Lord, endurettr 
for ever, 5 doth thy memorial, O Lord, 


from one generation to another. As long 
. | 1 


I have any being, 1 will ſing praiſes unto 


in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, 
O Lord, and thou art exalted as head a- 


King; before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth 


laſting thou art God. I will truſt in The: 
Lord for ever, for in the Lord JzHovan is 
everlaſting ftrength, Thou art, O Lord, 
the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, 
and thy years fail not. Thy goodneſs, thy 


endure for ever, with thee is no variable 
neſs nor ſhadow of turning, The counſel 
of the Lord ftandeth for ever; and the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
The wicked therefore muſt feel the power 
of thy wrath, the weight of thy Almighty - 
arm, and thou wilt give grace and glory,. 


Devotions for the Altar. 155 5 
as I live, I will praiſe the Lord, as long as 
my God. 

'To-thee, O Lord, belongeth greatneſs, 


and power, and glory, and victory, and 
majeſty: For all that is in the heaven and 


bove all,” Bleſſed and praiſed be thy holy 
name, O Lord God, for ever and for ever. 
Thou art the everlaſting and eternal 


and the world, from everlaſting to ever- 


power, thy wiſdom, and thy righteouſneſs 
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and with-hold no good thing from them 


that live a godly life. 


Praiſed be thy being, which knows no 


bounds or limits, but doth ſpread and dif. 


fuſe itſelf every way, beyond the capacity 


of our ſhallow imagination. The darkeſt 


corners and the moſt private receſſes can. 
not exclude thy preſence, Whither thall I 


go from thy ſpirit? or whither ſhall I flee 


from thy preſence? Can any hide himſelf 
in ſecret that thou ſhalt not ſee him, who 


fillet heaven and earth ? 


Thou art an Almighty God, is any thing 


too hard for .thee ? The Lord of hoſts 
| hath purpoſed it, who ſhall diſannul it? 
Thou art able to make good all thy pro- 
miſes, and none can ſtay thy hand. Thou 
cCanſt inflic the greateſt puniſhments upon 
the: wicked, and none can withſtand thy 


power, Who can reſiſt the deſtruction 


which the Lord ſends? They only are ſe- 
cure of a ſafe refuge who abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty, 
Praiſed be the Lord who only "ER 


the hearts of all the children of men ; 
there is not a word in the tongue, but 


thou knoweſt it altogether: thine eyes 


are upon the ways of man, and thou ſeeſt 
all his goings. There is no darkneſs where 
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m the workers of iniquity can hide them- 
Ii ſelves. Let all the earth love and fear 
no | thee, for thou knoweſt, and canſt reward 
if. | their ſervices, Pet the faithful call upon 
thee in all their ſtraits, for thy ear is 
open to their cry. And let every one pre- 
pare for that dreadful tribunal, where e- 
very thought ſhall be brought into judg- 
ment. God is greater than our hearts „and. 
 knoweth all things. 
O Lord! how manifold are thy wank. 
in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; thou 
haſt framed all things in number, weight, 3 
and meaſure, and governeſt them with the 
beſt order and greateſt harmony. Thou 
chuſeſt what is beſt for us, and preſcribeſt. 
the beſt means for the advancement of our 
happineſs. But that wiſdom can never be 
ſufficiently praiſed, which is maniteſted 1 in 
n the ſtupendous myſtery of man's redemp- 
e- tion, where all the divine attributes ſhined. 
ie | with the greateſt luſtre. Which to them 
|. that are ſaved: is the power of God, and 
h the wifdom of God. Happy is the man 
51 that findeth this wiſdom, that Setteth this 
It underſtanding. 
es Praiſed be thy name ow keepeſt truth 
ſt for ever, who wilt not ſuffer thy faithful - 
re — to fail, nor alter the thing that is 
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gone out of thy mouth. Heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs away, but thy words ſhall not 
paſs away till all things be fulfilled. Thou 
art a God of truth, without iniquity and 
deceit; no deceitful perſon ſhall reſt upon 
thy, holy hill; he that telleth lies ſhall not 
tarry in thy light. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works. He will not clear 
the guilty, nor reſpe the perſon of men, 
but rewardeth every man according to his 
work. Tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be 
the portion of every ſoul that loveth evil; 
but glory, honour, and peace, ſhall be to 
every man that worketh good. 
I.! hou art a holy God, and of purer eyes 

than to behold iniquity, and baſt no plea- 
ſure in wickedneſs. It is contrary to the 
purity. of thy. nature, to the perfection of 
thy laws, and to thoſe pleaſures which are 
_ at thy right hand for evermore. Let us 
therefore put on the new man, which after 
God 1s created in righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs ; let us purify ourſelves as God is 
pure, for without holineſs no man ſhall Yee , 

the Lord. 
Praiſed be the Lord for his 3 f 
neſs which is extended to all his creatures, 
and lor the wouders which he doth for the 
Fr children 
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children of men. Whatever appears good 
in the beſt of thy creatures is derived from 


thee ; the earth is full of thy goodneſs, 
and nothing 1s hid from the influence of it. 
Thou loadeſt us with thy bleſſings, that 
thou mayeſt engage us to returns of love 
and gratitude ; and if we are bound in fet- 
ters, _— held in the cords of affliction, it 
is that-we may ſee our tranſgreſſions and 
turn from our iniquities, and ſtill thou 
Waiteſt to be gracious. Oh! that men 
would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 


and declare the wonders that he doth for 
the children of men. 


A Prayer which -may be uſed at. any Tin me. 
in the Week before the Sunday 
day on which we deſign to communicate, 
and which may properly be annexed to our 
Morning Devotions at Juch Times. 


OST gracious and merciful God, who 
haſt by thy miniſter given me an 
invitation to thy heavenly feaſt, grant me 


grace to approach thy holy myſteries with 


penitential preparation, and with a heart 
fully diſpoſed to ſerve and obey thee all 
the days of uy —_ 

Enable 
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Enable me, O my God; I moſt bunibly 
beſeech thee, to examine the ſtate of my 
_ own mind, to compare my actions with the. 


rule of thy laws, that nothing contrary to 


thy holy will may ever find a ſettled abode 
in my foul; thou knoweft all that load of 
impiety and guilt under which I lie, help 
me therefore ſo impartially to judge and 
condemn myſelf, ſo humbly to repent and 
beg pardon, that I may not be condemned 


at 707 dreadful tribunal: But alas! after 


the moſt ſtrict examination we ean make, 
who can number his impieties ? who can 
tell how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe me 
therefore, O. Lord, from my ſecret faults,. 
which in general I renounce and bewail. 
O my God, who alone canſt order the 
unruly wills and affections of ſinful men, 
be pleaſed to change my heart into an en- 
tire love of thee, that I may be unfeignedly 
| ſorry for having offended thee, who art in- 
finite goodneſs ; ; that with a broken and 
contrite heart I may grieve and mourn, and 


_ - repent for all my former fins, and may for 


. 


ever forſake them, and for the future /te 
 faſtly purpoſe to lead a new life, that I may 

renew my baptiſmal vow, and hereafter 

live as a {worn OUR to thy love. 
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O heavenly Father, ſettle m my foul a 


lively faith in thy mercy through Chriſt, a 
ſtedfaſt belief of all thy love to ſinners, wit | 


an affectionate reliance on the merits and 
mediation of thy crucified Son; of my be- 


ing accepted in the Beloved, for whom I 
| will ever adore and praiſe thee. 


O my crucified God, thou ſovereign in- 
flammative: of love, let the remembrance f 


thy death ſet all the powers 'of my ſoul on 


work, that I may deſire and pant after 
thee, that I may admire and adore thee, 


that I may take heavenly delight in thy 

gracious preſence, that with praiſe and 
thankſgiving I may receive thee into my 

heart, and always entertain thee with pious 
dis poſitions, and devout affections. 


I ſee, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the wen 


of thy ſufferings, how thou didft forgive 
me, and didſt love me When I was thy ene- 


my; give me grace to love my neighbour, 
and to be in charity with all men; to for- 
give all my enemies, and to be at peace 


with all the world, as I defire to be belo- 
ved, and forgiven, and to be at peace with 


thee. All that have any way injured me 1 
freely forgive, for thy ſake, O Lord; and 
if I have wronged or injured my neigh- 


bour, give me grace to beg his pardon; 


and, 
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and, as I have opportunity, to make him 
ſatisfaction and reſtitution according to 
my power. Whenever I ſee any of thy 
poor members hungry, or naked, or in di- 
ſtreſs, let the remembrance of thy love, in 
dying for me, engage me to contribute all 
IJ can to their relief; may they ever li- 
| berally partake of what 1 enjoy, fince thou 
wert ſo liberal of thy ineſtimable blood for 
e 
Thus prepared, 0 Lord, let me approach 
thy holy table, and ſo eat the fleſh of thy 
8 Jeſus Chriſt, and drink his blood 
that my finful body may be made clean by 
| his body, and my foul waſhed through his 
moſt precious blood, that I may evermore 
12 in him, and he 1 in me. Amen. 


A Pra yer in cur e after we are 
returned home from the Lord's Table, 
which may be added to oar m—_— Devo: 
tions. f SIVA " 


n ge., 0 1 my. „God! with 
all antes eld of heart, thy great 
mercy and goodneſs communicated to me 


this day, in giving me an opportunity of 5 


approaching thy holy table, and diſpoſing 


| WY 1 mind to commemorate the infinite love 
| of 


- 
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of my erucified Saviour ; to render him 
thanks and praiſe for laying down his life 
as a ſacrifice for the ſins of the world; 


and to repreſent unto thee that ſacrifice, as 
a full ſatisfaction for them; whereby thou 
doſt incline me humbly to hope for all the 
benefits of his death and paſſion. 


How many, O Lord, turn a deaf ear to 
all the preſſing exhortations of thy mini- 
ſters; and being influenced by the cares, 


and riches, and pleaſures of life, when they 


are invited, refuſe to come? How many 
pious afid devout ſouls are deprived of the 


| bleſſed advantage of this higheſt and moſt 
ſolemn act of religion? And how many 


ſincere and faithful Chriſtians are opprefled 
with ſcruples, dejected with fears, ſo that 


they dare not venture to Pons of the 
0 holy mylterres. © 


What thanks, deere kohe moſt gracious - 
God, can J return unto thy Divine Maje- 


ſty, for impreſſing a ſenſe of my duty up- 


on my mind, and for that Loo and 


power whereby thou baſt! in g me meaſure 


enabled me to perform it? 1 will praiſe 
and magnify thy great and glorious name, 


and 1 will entirely devote myſelf to thy 
| fervice as . as. 1 My Any being. 


' Bleffed 


164 Devotions for the Altar. | 


Bleſſed be thy name for thoſe freſh ſup- = 
plies of grace I have received at thy al- 
tar; grant that they may make me run the 
way of thy commandments with delight 
and pleaſure ; that I may never any more 


_ faint, or droop, or tire in my duty. 


Bleſſed be thy name for thoſe oct; | 


able aſſurances thou haſt given me of par- 


don and forgiveneſs. Let this thy compaſ- 


ſionate goodneſs be a perpetual obligation 


to love and gratitude. Let it put me up- 
on my guard, that I may watch over all 


my ways, and do always that which! is well 


Pe thy ſight. _ 
Blefled be thy name for that peace ops 


quiet thou haſt reſtored: to my ſoul ; for 
thoſe reſolutions, thou haſt wrought in me 


to perſevere in thy ſervice to the end 


of my days; make them firm, vigorous, 
and. conſtant, and never let any ſinful. paſ- 
ſions ANF, more Aae and diſcompoſe my 


| mind. Sine a 


| Bleſſed be thy. name fir that reliſh thou 
haſt. given me. of. ſpiritual delights; that 
deſire of poſlefling the eternal inheritance; 3 


. let the enjoy ments of ſenſe appear mean 5 


and contemptible, and let not the pleaſures 
of the world any mare prevail upon RG 4 to 
ol thy =_ laws. . 


Grant, 


tain toe mm e e 
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Grant, O Lord, that I may walk worthy. 
of theſe thy diſtioguiſhing mercies, and live 


as becomes the redeemed of the Lord. 


Without thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I can do 


nothing; without thee, who art the ſun of 
righteouſneſs, 1 ſhall walk in darkneſs; 


without thee, who art the phyſician of ſouls, 
1 ſhall languiſh and die; without thee, who 


art the joy of all devout minds, I ſhall . 
conſume. my days away in ſadneſs. Re- 


main therefore, O Lord, and abide with 


me for ever; I ſhall then be enabled te do 


thy wall in this life, and thereby be qua- 


lifted to partake of thy glories to all eter- _ 
nip in the next. Amen, Amen. "2 


Since it is poſſible this little Treatiſe may fall 


into Hands that may be deſtitute of Helps 
for Family Devotion, I have added a Mor- 


ning and Ee. Pra yer, or Joh Occa- . 


lions. 


of Morning Prayer * a F WY, 


\ Eternal God, creator and preſerver of 
mankind, giver of all ſpiritual grace, 
the author of everlaſting life; we thine 
unworthy ſervants entirely deſire to praiſe 
thy name for all the expreſſions of thy 
bounty: towards us. We give thee thanks 
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that thou haſt preſerved us from many and 
great dangers wherewith we have been en- 
compaſſed: that thou haſt brought us ſafe 
to the light of this day; and that thou haſt 


refreſhed us the paſt night with quiet reſt 


and fleep. But above all, bleſſed be thy 
love that gave thy Son to die for our ſins, 
to put us in a way of being happy, if we 
would obey thee; and after all our wilful 
refaſals of thy grace ſtill haſt patience with 
us, and haſt added this one day more to all 
we have miſpent already, to ſee if we will 
finiſn the work thou haſt ſet us to do, and 
fit ourſelves for eternal glory. . 


Pardon, good Lord, all our former flax; 


and all our abuſes of thy forbearance and 


long-ſuffering, for which we are now ſorry. 
at, our hearts; give us grace to lead more 
| Holy lives, and to be more careful in im- 

Proving all future opportunities. Make thy- 


ſelf preſent to our minds, and let thy love 


and thy fear rule in our ſouls, in all thoſe : 
places and companies, where our occaſions 


. thall lead us this day. 

Keep us chaſte in all our thoughts, tem- 
perate in all our enjoyments, humble in all 
our opinions of ourſelyes, charitable in all 
our ſpeeches of others, meek and peaceable 
under all nn ſincere and faithful 

in 
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in alle our pe ofeſſions, and ſo juſt and upright 
in all our dealings, that no neceſſity may 
force, nor opportunity in any kind allure, 
us to defraud or go beyond our neighbours. 
When thou beſtoweſt good on others, let 
us not envy but rejoice in it; and when 
thou addeſt any to ourſelves, let us own thy 
mercy, and hymbly thank thee for it. 
Afford us convenient ſupplies in all our 
reaſonable neceſſities, and protect us againſt 
the approach of all dangers: Make us di- 
ligent in all our affairs, and give ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs to all our lawful endeayours, as thou 
feeſt moſt expedient for us; teach us con- 
tentedly to ſubmit and not to repine at any 
thing that happens by the allotment of 
thy wiſe providence,” | 
In all our paſſage through this wars, and 
our manifold concerns in it, ſuffer not our 
hearts to be too much ſet upon it; but al- 
ways fix our eyes upon the bleſſed hope, 
e | that as we go along we may make all the 
things of- this world miniſter to it, and be 
careful above all things to fit our ſouls for: 
that pure ard perfect bliſs, which thou haſt 
1 prepared for all that love and fear thee, in 
11 || the glories of thy kingdom. 
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le Give: thy grace, moſt, mereiful God, to 
1 | all the world, and let all, who are redeemed 5 
A by the blood of thy Son, acknowledge thee _ 
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to be the Lord, and become his w orſhippers 


and faithful gervunth. Make all Chriſtians 


conſcientious practiſers of that holineſs they 


| profeſs 3 and above all inſpire them with u- 


niting principles and-charitable hearts, that 
by fheir loving one another, as thou haſt 
loved us, all the world may know they are 


thy diſeiples. Let all governors rule with 
wiſdom and juſtice, and ſubjects obey with 
love abd chearfulneſs. Let the prieſts of 
the Lord be exemplary 1 in their lives, and 
diſcreet and diligent in their labours, ha- 
ving a moſt compaſſionate, Iove of fouls; and 
let the people be humble and tractable, moſt 


deſirous to hearken, and fully bent to follow 
wiſe inſtructions. Relieve the afflicted and 


thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them content- 


edly to depend on thee. Raiſe friends to 


6 | rg widows and fatherleſs, the priſoners and 
captives, and all that groan under any op- 
preſſion. Give repentance, patience, and 
reſignation to all that lie upon beds of ſick- 
| — and eaſe when thou ſeeſt it convenient 
for them. Speak peace to troubled conſci- 
ences, by delivering them from their cauſe- 
Teſs ſcruples, and by making them;conftant 
in the practice of holineſs. Bleſs all our 
friends, who are eſpecially endeared to us 


by their kindneſſes, all our relations accor- 
e ding 
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ding to the fleſh; all that- particularly pray 
for us, or deſire our prayers. Teach us all 
to aſk what thou approveſt, and then . 
4 us whatſoever is alked, 

| Prevent us in all our actions, guard us 
x again all dangers, relieve us in all ftraits, 
and grant that we may always make thee 
aur confidence, and take all things well 
that thou ordereſt for us! ſhorten our ſor- 
e ros, and deliver us from all our fins, and 

fit us all for that eternal kingdom which 
thou haſt prepared for us, for Jeſus's ſake, 
in. whoſe holy name and words we further- 
pray unto the. 85 

Dur Father, &. 

The grace bf our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
love of God, and-the fellowſhip of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt be with us. * * and for ever- 

more. Amen. | | 
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Lmighty God; Father of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, er of all things, Judge 


Ru 
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of all men; we Fel e kedgs ande e 
— manifold fins and wickedneſs, which we 
t | from time to time moſt grieviouſſy have 
r | committed by thought, word, and decd, 
s again * divine Majeſty, provoking moſt 
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juſtly 1 and indignation againft bs; 
we do earneſtly repent, and are heartily for- 
ry for theſe our miſdoings, and the remem- 
| brance of them is grievous unto us. 

Have merey upon us, O Lord, after thy 
great goodneſs, according to the multitude 
of thy mercies do away buroffences ? Waſh 
us thoroughly from our wickedneſs, and 
cleanfe us from our fins. Create and make 
in us new and contrite hearts, that we wor- 

thily lamenting our paſt follies, and ac- 

knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain 
of thee, the God of all mercy, nen re- 
miſſion and forgiveneſs. 

Grant us, O Lord, the afliftance of thy 
holy Spirit, that for the time to come we 
may think and do ſuch things as be right- 
| 3 that we, who cannot do any thing that 
. s good withont thee, may by thee be en- 
: abled to live according to thy will ; that thy 
grace may always ſo prevent and follow us, 
as to make us continually. to be given to all 
good works: And thou, O God, Who 

Toba us to be ſet in the midſt of ſo many 
and great dangers, that by reaſon of the 
 frailty of our nature we cannot always ſtand 
- upright ; grant to us ſuch ſtrength. and pro- 
tection as may ſupport us in all dangers, 


and — us rough. all — . 
* 


Help us, O Lord, to withſtand the af- 


| faults df the enemies of our ſalvation, the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and with 


pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the 


only true God. Graft in our ſouls the love 
of thy name, increaſe in us true religion, 
nouriſh us with all goodneſs, and of thy 

great mercy keep us in the ſame. And thou, 


O God, whoſe never-failing providence or- 


dereth all things both in heaven and earth; 
put from us, we beſeech thee, all bortful = 
things; and give us thoſe things which 


are profitable for us. And ſince it is thou 


alone canſt order the unruly wills and affec- 


tions of ſinful men, grant that we may love 


the things which thou commandeſt, and 


deſire that which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo 


among the ſundry and manifold changes of 


the world, our hearts may ſurely there be 
fixed, where true joys are to be found. Diſ- 


poſe us by all the means of grace we enjoy, 

to attain that everlaſting ſalvation thou haſt 

promiſed ; that we may both perceive and 

know thoſe things which we ought to do, 
and may have grace and n faithfully 

to fulfil the ſame. 


Teach us, O Lord ſo to number our 


days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
Wen and grant that neither the ſplen- 


dor 


Wen for the Altar. 171 


— _—— 1 
— — 


F —ᷣ— ˙ —³ͤ:ZV ; 2 i 1h ws 
* 


%. OT SIS - 4 


172 8 for the Altar. | 


dor of any thing that js great, nor the con- 
_ ceit of any thing that is good in us, may 
any way withdraw our eyes from looking 


upon ourſelves as ſinful duſt and afhes, but 
that we may preſs forward towards the prize 


of. the high calling that is before us, with 
faith and patience, with humility and meek- 
neſs, with mortification and ſelf-denial, 
with charity and conſtant perſeverance to 


the end; that ſo when we ſhall depart this 
life we may ſleep in the Lord, and at the 


: general reſurrection in the laſt day may be 


found acceptable in thy ſight, and receive 
that bleſſing which thy beloved Son ſhall 
then confer upon all thoſe that truly ove, 
and fear thee. 

Charge thy holy provides; 0 Lard, we 
har. beſeech thee, with us this night, 


aud by thy great mercy defend us from all 


the perils and dangers of it. Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in 


dur ſouls, that we may be defended from all 
. + adverſities that may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts that may allault 


and hurt the ſoul. 
Extend thy goodneſs, O Lord, to the 


whole race of mankind ; have mercy up- 


on all Jews, Turks,. Infidels, and Heretics ; 


take from them all ignorance, hardneſs of 


heart, 
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heart, and contempt of thy word; and ſo 


fetch them home to thy flock, that they 
may be ſaved among the remnant of the 


true Iſraelites. Grant unto all them that are 


admitted into the fellowſhip of Chriſt's re- 


ligion, that they may eſchew thoſe things 


that are contrary to their profeſſion, and 


follow all ſuch things as are agreeable to 
the ſame. Let thy continual pity cleanſe 
and defend thy church; and becauſe it can- 


not continue in ſafety without thy ſuccour, 
preſerve it evermore by thy help and good- 


neſs. Bleſs all our governors both in church 
and ſtate, that in their ſeveral ſtations they 


may be uſeful and ſerviceable to thy glory 
and the public good. We make our hum- 


ble ſupplications to thee for all our benefac- 
tors, friends, and relations, and alſo for our 
very enemies; let thy fatherly hand be e- 
ver over them, let thy holy Spirit be ever 
with them, and ſo lead them in the know- 
ledge and obedience of thy word, that in 


the end they may obtain everlaſting life. 
Look with an eye of pity and compaſſion 


upon all thoſe who are any ways afflicted in 
mind, body, or eſtate give them patience 
under all their ſufferi gs, and, in thy due 

time, a happy 1888 out of all their afflic- 


And 


tions. 
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And as we pray unto thee, O God, for 
_ ourſelves and others, fo we defire to bleſs 
and praiſe thy holy name for all thy Bund. 
neſs and loving kindnels to us, = to 
men. We give thee hearty. thanks fr 
thy preſervation of us this day paſt, and 
the reſt of our lives from innumerable ac- 
cidents and dangers, for the comforts and 
conveniencies as well as the neceſſaries of 
life. But above all, we laud, and magni- 
. and adore thy goodneſs in the redemp- 
tion of the world by the death and paſſion 
of our Saviour Chriſt, both God and man; 
who did humble himſelf even to the death 
upon the croſs for us miſerable ſinners ;. 
who lay in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 5 
death, that he might make us the children 
of - God, and exalt us to everlaſting life. 
Teach us to expreſs our thankfulneſs by 
ſubmitting ourſelves entirely to his holy 
will and pleaſure, and by ſtudying to ſerve 
him in true holineſs and righteouſneſs all 
the days of our. life. Accept, O Lord, of 
_ theſe our prayers and praiſes, in and through 


the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our blefled 


Saviour and Redeemer, who has taught. us 
when we pray, to ſay, . 
. Our Dor Nc. | 


The following BOOKS to be had of - 
R. GORDON, No. 30. Parliament- 
Cloſe: c 


1. PATRICK'S Conſolatory Diconies on the Los 
of Friends, &c. Price 3s. 


2. The Importance of Religious Opinions, Es 
tube French of Monſ. Necker, ( Jometime Prime 
Miniſter of France). Price 6s. | 


3- Ogilvy on che Writings of Herbert, Shaftes- | 
O e Bolingbroke, Hume, Gibbon, Toulmin, 
c. 


The Engliſh Reviewers, after mentioning t the par- 
. ticular plan of the above Work, and giving A 


quotation from it, conclude thus: | 
| © Upon the whole, this Work appearing at a time 
when the principles of Chriſtianity are affailed 
by very powerful adverſaries, is a proof of the 
Author's own conviction in the cavſe he ſup- 
ports; and the manner in which he has exe - 
cuted his taſk, reflects credit on his abilities. 
His performance, therefore, will be held in eſti- 
mation by pious men, and ſhould be read, not 
only by thoſe who are well grounded in the 
doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, but by thoſe who affect 
to ſcoff at and miſbelieve the divine authority 
of that religion, which they have never deeply 
_ conſidered, A do not underſtand.” 


7 Nelſon's Companion to the Feaſts and Faſts of 
the Church of * Price 68. 


5 * Nelſon '; | | 
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8 elſon s Practice of True Devotion. Price 28. 
6d. 


6. Addiſon- 5 Evidences of tlie Chrifan Religion. | 


Price 28. 


7. Sunday Evening LeQtures. Price 35: | 


8. Heylin's Select Diſcourſes, ſelected by a late 


Lord of Seſſion diſtinguiſhed for Piety. 2 28. 
„ 


9 Talbot's RefleMens on the ſever Days of the 


Week. Price 3d. 

N. B. To thoſe who purchaſe for ths charitable 
purpoſe of giving away, they are ſold at 25. 
6 d. per doz. 50 for 88. 100 for 15s. 


10. Hanway s View of Sunday Schools, with co- | 
pious School Book, and Refl chons on their In- 


: ſtitution, Oe. Brice 46--- 


Bibles, Common Prayer Books, _ Pſalm Books, 
in all the various Sizes and Bindings, 


Church Catechiſms gs or without Expoſitions, 


Various TraQts, Religious and Moral, for the 
Uſe of young Perſons. 


